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It’s a three-way 
contest in the 
Newton ward 

THERE is to be a three-way fight in 
Portheawl for the vacant seat in the 
Newton ward. 

The vacancy on Portheawl Town Council 
was caused by the death of Coun Clive Hare, 
who was a Conservative. 

The seat is being contested by Caroline 
Vaughan for the Conservatives; Christina Rees 
for Labour and Graham Walter, Independent. 

The Liberal Democrats and Plaid Cymru 
have decided against putting up a candidate. 
Polling will be on March 3. 


LEFT: 

The rugby team 
from Brackla 
Primary 
was one of four 
from local schools 
that competed 
recently in a tour¬ 
nament with a spe¬ 
cial prize - the 
chance to play on 
the Brewery Field 
in Bridgend in 
front of several 
thousand fans. 

SEE FULL STORY 
ON PAGE 5 
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deal is fraught with 
council are warned 


WARNINGS about 
the risks involved 
in handing over 72 
per cent of the 
profits from the 
first phase of 
Portheawl 
Regeneration to the 
private landowners 
involved have been 
given to Bridgend’s 
cabinet. 

It was The GEM 
which first revealed 
details of this secret deal 
in an exclusive report. 

Now, a second confi¬ 
dential report on the 
issue has been prepared 
by officers. It was pre¬ 
sented to Tuesday’s cabi¬ 
net meeting and spelled 
out the dangers to the 
council taxpayer from 
the deal. 

The GEM has had 
sight of this report, 
which warns that the 
expected selling price for 
the remainder of the land 
within both Phase-1 and 
of that within Phase-2 of 
the regeneration area 
may not materialise. 

The report says that 
from the first phase, the 
private landowners, 
known as the Evans fam¬ 
ilies, are getting almost 
all their money upfront, 
so there is no risk to 
them. 

It has been agreed that 
the £6.5m profit from the 
sale of the land for a 
Tesco supermarket will 
be split so that the 
Evans’ get £4.7m and the 
council £1.8m. 

This has been done 
because the Evans fami¬ 
lies required £5m from 
Phase-1 in order to sign 
the deal. 


The report states: 
“This has resulted in the 
Evans’ receiving their 
share as an upfront pay¬ 
ment. In order to enable 
the cash flow advance, 
the council has deferred 
the amount it receives.” 

The rest of Phase-1 
has yet to be disposed of 
and is designated for 
housing, leisure and 
health. 

In all. Phase-1 was 
valued at £ 12.5m when 
the original land valua¬ 
tions were carried out in 
2006. 

These formed the 
basis for the negotiations 
with the Evans families 
about how the profits 
were to be split and it 
was agreed that overall, 
the split would be 60 per 
cent to the council and 
40 per cent to the Evans’. 

The council will now 
hope to get its share of 
the profits from Phase-1 
from the later land sales. 
The Evans families will 
also get a further 
£300,000 from these, to 
boost their total to £5m 
from Phase-1. 

But valuers have 
warned that the council 
may not attain the 
required price and may 
have to sell for less. 

It needs to get £5.5m 
from the sale of the rest 
of Phase-1 land to meet 
its target. 

If the 60-40 split had 
operated on Phase-la, 
which is the supermarket 
deal, the council would 
get £3.9m and the Evans 
family £2.6m. 

A report from inde¬ 
pendent valuers King 
Sturge, who were called 
in by the council, states: 
“In our opinion, the 


major areas of risk for 
the council are on Phase 
1 and the risk that the 
total receipts will not 
aggregate £12.5m. 

“The Evans’ risk on 
Phase-1 is small, as they 
will have the majority of 
their monies upfront.” 

Under the deal, the 
ownership of all the land 
will transfer to the coun¬ 
cil and it has the flexibil¬ 
ity to sell the remaining 
land in Phase-1 for less 
than anticipated, but it 
will take the hit as the 
Evans’ will already have 
had their money. 

As far as the second 


this land is sold for less. 

A sum of £15m in 
total is the figure 
required by the Evans 
families to enter the 
Owners Agreement to 
close down and restruc¬ 
ture their existing busi¬ 
nesses, which include 
the funfair. 

Valuers say that it is 
unlikely Phase-2 will be 
developed within 10 
years and the develop¬ 


ment is likely to take 
place from then onwards 

But King Sturge also 
warn that if market con¬ 
ditions do not recover 
sufficiently, there is a 
risk that this phase of the 
regeneration will not 
proceed during the 20- 
year period for which the 
Owners Agreement will 
last. 

But the report goes 
on: “It is the view of the 


REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 

learn that you can’t go 
around hurting people.” 

He added that his 
father had looked after 
him and provided him 
with shelter, clothing 
and food. 

“If you were a little 
older, there would be 
immediate custody and 
you would be going 
down those steps for 
quite a long time. 
However, your father 
does not want you 
harshly dealt with and 
you have expressed a lot 
of sorrow”. 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
October 29, Aaron 
Lyddon attacked his 
father with a table leg 
which had a bolt 
attached to it. 

He was struck several 
times while dozing. 

“The assault was 
totally unprovoked,” 
said Mr Greenwood. 

The injured man suc- 


valuers and officers that 
it still remains prudent to 
enter into a long term 
contract with the Evans 
families. 

“Whilst the agreement 
binds the council, it will 
equally bind the Evans 
families from disposal of 
their interests and enter¬ 
ing into arrangements 
with other developers.” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 26) 


ceeded in getting into 
Cefn Cribwr Athletic 
Club and was later seen 
by the police, extremely 
drunk, on the steps of 
the premises, bleeding. 

He told the police 
what had happened and 
added that his son had 
been using drugs for 
some time, which made 
him “aggressive and 
unrecognisable”. 

The police went to 
the house and found the 
defendant lying on the 
floor holding the table 
leg in his right hand. 

“Blood was spattered 
all over the floor,” said 
Mr Greenwood. 

The court was told 
that the defendant had 
received a caution for 
assaulting his stepmoth¬ 
er by spitting at her. 

His counsel, Peter 
Harding-Roberts, said 
he had not used drugs 
since the attack. 

In addition to the sus¬ 
pended sentence, he was 
ordered to carry out 120 
hours unpaid work for 
the community. 


phase is concerned, val¬ 
uers warn it could take 
up to 20 years for land 
values to bounce back to 
where they were in 2006 
when the valuations 
were first made. 

The land within Phase 
-2 was given a £25m 
price tag at that time. 

King Sturge has 
warned that market con¬ 
ditions have to “improve 
significantly” in order 
for a receipt of “this 
magnitude” to be 
achieved. 

The report goes on: 
“This is a risk that the 
council needs to consider 
carefully. The minimum 
price to be achieved 
from the total develop¬ 
ment and shared by both 
parties was negotiated in 
2006 when the market 
was more buoyant.” 

Again, the council 
could opt to sell the land 
for less than the expected 
£25m, but the Evans’ 
share of £10m of the 
selling price is a guaran¬ 
teed minimum. 

It would be the coun¬ 
cil who would lose out if 


Young man attacked 
‘defenceless’ father 


A YOUNG man 
who attacked his 
drunken father 
with a chair leg has 
been sentenced to 
10 months in a 
young offender 
institution, sus¬ 
pended for two 
years, and made 
subject to a two- 
year supervision 
order at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Aaron Lyddon (18) of 
Kenfig Hill admitted 
wounding Paul Lyddon. 

Recorder David 
Miller told him: “What 
happened was very seri¬ 
ous indeed. It was a very 
serious assault and you 
caused your father very 
nasty injuries to his 
head, eye and his face, 
and you used a weapon. 

“At the time, he was 
in a drunken stupor and 
pretty defenceless. 

“A few days before, 
you had been before 
magistrates for assault¬ 
ing the police. You must 
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Regeneration: why the 
town residents feel apathetic’ 


I T’S comforting 
to know that 
Coun Ken Watts 
is at least one resi¬ 
dent of Porthcawl 
who has been kept 
fully versed in the 
Porthcawl regener¬ 
ation talks (GEM, 
January 27) and 
that they are not 
being shrouded in 
secrecy. 

However, his argu¬ 
ment doesn’t appear to 
be very watertight, when 
residents and taxpayers 
of Porthcawl start getting 
ejected from meetings 
for simply wanting to sit 
and listen to the latest 
progress. 

Perhaps one of the 
reasons that Coun Watt’s 
constituents rarely men¬ 
tion regeneration is the 
fact that 37 years of bias 
and neglect have left res¬ 
idents feeling apathetic 
and cynical, believing 
nothing they say will 


alter the course of 
events. 

Scratch beneath the 
surface, though, and you 
will find a hidden treas¬ 
ure trove of thoughts, 
concerns and ideas, all 
of which should be taken 
into account, but which 
are frequently ignored. 

I recently asked 397 
residents in Nottage if 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council was 
failing in its duty to keep 
the residents of 
Porthcawl fully informed 
of the regeneration talks 
- 85 per cent said they 
were not. Only 4 per 
cent thought that they 
were, with 11 per cent 
undecided. 

That says it all really, 
and to expect 9,000 
working individuals in 
the town to book a day 
off and trundle down 
John Street on Tuesday 
morning to see the town 
centre manager is simply 
not practical. 

The perceived lack of 


‘No privatised 
NHS in Wales’ 


SEVERAL recent 
letters in The GEM, 
for example CN 
Westerman’s last 
week, refer to the 
“Government’s 
intention to priva¬ 
tise the NHS”. 

I believe it is impor¬ 
tant for your readers to 
understand that the pro¬ 
posal to establish GP 
consortia to commission 
NHS services only 
applies in England. 

The structure of the 


Cold weather and 
the economy... 


M adeleine 
MOON 
MP’S com¬ 
ments regarding the 
UK economy in last 
week’s GEM show 
that she is jumping 
on the bandwagon of 
opportunism, just 
like her leader, Ed 
Miliband. 

Whilst the unemploy¬ 
ment figures are obvi¬ 
ously disappointing, we 
have had some of the 
coldest weather since 
records began and this 
has clearly had a much 
bigger impact on the 
economy than anyone 
forecast. 

It would be disastrous 
to change a fiscal plan 
that has established 
international credibility 
on the back of one very 
cold month. That would 
plunge Britain back into 
a financial crisis. 


information is sadly a 
reality and the fact that 
the communications 
panel of the 

Regeneration Forum has 
not met in almost two 
years would seem to 
confirm this to be the 
case. 

Porthcawl Town 
Council is the ultimate 
community forum, and 
in the three years that I 
have sat on the council, 
we have not received a 
single request from the 
borough to provide feed¬ 
back on what residents 
or visitors would like to 
see. 

There has been no 
communication with our 
schools to get their feed¬ 
back and it is now our 
fourth generation of kids 
starting school who will 
be growing up without 
any decent facilities, just 
as I did and that cannot 
be allowed to happen. 

So the message is 
clear, Coun Watts - your 


message is not getting 
across to the majority of 
our townsfolk and that is 
why you are now seeing 
independent candidates 
preparing to stand for 
town and borough coun¬ 
cil seats. 

As for us here over in 
Nottage, I would be 
grateful if you could 
supply the answer to a 
burning question that has 
been cropping up with 
alarming regularity - is 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council plan¬ 
ning to siphon off cash 
from the land sales of 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 of 
Porthcawl’s regenera¬ 
tion, in order to fund 
other projects elsewhere 
in the borough? 

We’re rather a cynical 
bunch over here, you 
know, and have already 
managed to work out the 
answer. 

Coun Sean Aspey, 
Porthcawl. 


NHS in Wales is very 
different, with seven 
health boards that are 
responsible for deliver¬ 
ing all healthcare servic¬ 
es within a geographical 
area (our local boards 
are Cardiff and Vale and 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg). 

It is my personal 
view, but I do not fore¬ 
see the changes in 
England ever being 
adopted in Wales. 

Terry Dennis 
St Hilary 


'Electors triggered 
election - not 
the Conservatives’ 


The Labour govern¬ 
ment, of which Mrs 
Moon was a part, 
brought us to the brink 
of bankruptcy. They 
raided our pension 
funds, sold off our gold 
at a record low price, 
and doubled the national 
debt. 

Labour left us with 
the biggest budget deficit 
in the G20. We are 
spending £120 million 
every single day just to 
pay off the interest on 
the debt. 

They’ve opposed our 
tough decisions on 
deficit reduction but 
offer no credible deficit 
reduction plan of their 
own. 

You can’t attack a 
plan if you haven’t got a 
plan, Mrs Moon. 

Alex Williams, 

(Welsh Conservative 
candidate, Bridgend) 


I WAS astounded 
to read the let¬ 
ter from Coun 
Nor ah Clarke, 
leader of the 
Porthcawl Liberal 
Democrats, in the 
GEM (January 27). 

In this, she displays 
what appears to be 
almost complete igno¬ 
rance of election law. 
Contrary to her claim 
that it was the 
Conservatives who trig¬ 
gered the Newton by- 
election, it was the 
actions of 10 electors in 
the Newton Ward that 
have done this. 

By asking for an elec¬ 
tion, which is their dem¬ 
ocratic right, they have 
in fact caused an election 
to take place. 

Once that happened, 
we selected our candi¬ 
date. Is Coun Clarke 
seriously suggesting that 
the Porthcawl 
Conservatives, who held 
the seat, should not 
have chosen a candidate 
at all? 

The election was trig¬ 
gered because more than 


one candidate has 
already put their name 
forward. 

The people of Newton 
will get their wish, 
which is to have a poll, 
and Porthcawl 
Conservatives are not 
afraid of fighting an 
election on the record of 
the group since it has 
been running the coun¬ 
cil. 

My own personal 
view remains that it is a 
waste of £4,000 of 
Porthcawl Town 
Council’s money, in 
view of the fact that 
there will be elections 
for the whole council in 
just over a year. 

However, we live in a 
democracy and the peo¬ 
ple have a right to ask 
for an election, which 
they will now get. I just 
hope that there will be a 
good turn-out on polling 
day, so that whoever is 
elected will have a prop¬ 
er mandate for the peo¬ 
ple of Newton. 

Coun David Deere, 
Leader, Conservative 
group on Porthcawl 
Town Council. 


Lights out at 
Sandy Bay! 

A fter reading about BCBC’S pol¬ 
icy on shutting off street lighting, I 
suggest that before they shut off 
lights in residential areas, they first con¬ 
sider shutting off the lights at the derelict 
Sandy Bay caravan site in Porthcawl, 
which is illuminated through the hours of 
darkness. 

John Clatworthy, Porthcawl 



Firefighters called to douse 
dragon’s fire in Bridgend! 


THE South Wales 
Fire Service were 
recently called to act 
as special dragon 
firefighters during 
Bridgend’s first out¬ 
door, live action sto¬ 
rytelling spectacular, 
based on E Nesbit’s 
Book of Beasts. 

A council spokes¬ 
woman reported: 
Youngsters, parents 
and guardians enjoyed 
the performance and 
story in the Mobile 
Library at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre car 
park, which was told 
by Bridgend-based 
author and storyteller 


Writers’ 

circle 

BRIDGEND Writers’ 
Circle will meet at 
7.15pm in Blandy 
Hall, Laleston, on 
February 11, led by 
Joyce James. 

Details of the 
Endeavour competi¬ 
tion will be given. 


Mike Church. 

The spectacular 
began with juggling, 
lights, music, hot 
chocolate and free 
goodies and the chil¬ 
dren had lots of fun 
taking part in the sto¬ 
rytelling before smoke 
began to pour out of 
the mobile library and 
the dragon started to 
edge out of the door 
behind Mike Church. 

The fire service 
responded with 
dynamic speed, turning 
up in full dragon fire- 
hghting gear in a fire 
engine to put out the 
dragon’s fire. All 
cheered as the fire 
fighters successfully 
chased the dragon 
back into the Book of 
Beasts'. 

Parent Rhod 
Williams said: “I had 
the pleasure of attend¬ 
ing your first outdoor 
story telling event. The 
narrator Mike held my 
children’s attention 
throughout and 
brought magic to the 
tale.” 


‘Help us track 
down scams’ 

- call to public 


LOCAL residents 
are being urged to 
bring in their scam 
and suspect mail, as 
part of Scamnesty 
Month run by the 
Office of Fair 
Trading (OFT). 

It aims to raise aware¬ 
ness of mass marketed 
scam mailings in the UK 
and will operate in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough throughout 

February. 

“Nearly half of the 
UK adult population has 
been targeted by a scam, 
and every year one in 15 
people across the coun¬ 
try will fall victim to a 
scam involving decep¬ 
tive unsolicited mailings, 
phone calls, or emails,” a 
spokesman for BCBC 
said. 

“They are designed to 
con victims out of their 
cash and UK consumers 
lose around a staggering 
£3.5 billion to scams 
every year.” 

The top five com¬ 
plaints to Consumer 
Direct, the OFT-man- 


aged consumer advice 
service were: 

1. Advance fee and 
money transfer; 

2. Prize draws and 
sweepstakes; 

3. Ticketing; 

4. Foreign lotteries; 

5. Career opportuni¬ 
ties. 

‘Scamnesty 2011’ is 
calling on residents to 
place scam mailings they 
receive into Scamnesty 
bins at: 

Civic Offices, 

Bridgend, Bridgend 
Police Station, Bridgend 
Recreation Centre, 
Maesteg Police Station, 
Maesteg Sports Centre, 
Porthcawl Library, 
Porthcawl Police 

Station, Ogmore Valley 
Leisure Centre, Pencoed 
Swimming Pool, Pyle 
Life Centre. 

The scam mailings 
will be collected to try to 
trace the culprits. 

If you think you have 
been the victim of a scam 
call Consumer Direct on 
08454 04 05 06 or visit 
WWW. consumerdirect.gov 
.uk/scams. 



ABOVE: “I want to tell you a story.. 
BELOW: Enter the dragon! 



HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 25) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 


the high point will be 20 - 

25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

ISThur 

03.49 

8.3 

16.07 

8.7 

19 Fri 

04.33 

8.7 

16.51 

8.9 

20 Sat 

05.10 

9.1 

17.27 

9.2 

21 Sun 

05.48 

9.3 

18.08 

9.4 

22 Mon 

06.20 

9.5 

18.41 

9.6 

23 Tues 

07.01 

9.7 

19.20 

9.6 

24 Wed 

07.39 

9.7 

20.04 

9.5 

25 Thur 

08.21 

9.5 

20.44 

9.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 TEL. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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‘Golden key’ comes home as Porthcawl 
church welcome their new minister 


PORTHCAWL Male Choir provided the 
musical entertainment at a concert to wel¬ 
come the new minister at Arlington Road 
Presbyterian Church, Porthcawl. 

The Rev Dr Hmar Sangkhuma is, in fact, only the 
fourth minister at the church since its opening in 
1925. 

Dr Sangkhuma is a ‘Mission Enabler’ and his pas¬ 
torate also includes Trinity Church in Pencoed. 

The evening included two special presentations, 
one going right back to the founding of the church. 

The church secretary, Brian Willment, explained: 
“The church was built in 1925, at a cost of £1,420 by 
Mr David Evans of Pontycymer. 

“Recently, we received a letter from Mr Charles 
Powell, telling us that he was in possession of the 
‘Golden Key’ that was presented to his grandmother 
when the church was opened. She was the oldest 
member. 

“Mr Powell now lives in Belgium, and he came to 
the concert and very generously presented the key to 
the church.” 

The second presentation was on behalf of the 
Porthcawl Male Choir, and was to Grenville 
Coleman, who has acted as treasurer for some time, 
but who is now leaving the choir. 

Roger Thomas, one of the choristers, recited a 
poem in honour of Grenville. The presentation was 
made by Gian Davies (president), Viv Griffiths 
(chairman) and Ray Street (secreary). 




ABOVE: The church’s impressive stained glass window. 


The retiring treasurer, Grenville Coleman, was granted 
life membership of the choir by his colleagues - and 
also Mair Jones, the choir’s musical director. 




ABOVE: The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun 
Mary Emment-Lewis and her consort, 
Bobbie Lewis, with Charles Powell 
and the Golden Key. 


ABOVE: 

The ladies of the Porthcawl Choir who provided all the refreshments. 


ABOVE: Secretary Brian Willment receiving 
the Golden Key from Charles Powell. 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 




KEITH E MORGAN 



'A 1 



ABOVE: The choir in pirate gear, for their rendering of the ‘Jolly Roger’ song! 


ABOVE (left to right): Mair Jones; Gian Davies; Coun Mary Emment-Lewis; Brian 
Willment; Rev Dr Hmar Sangkhuma and Mrs Sangkhuma; Bobbie Lewis; Simeon Jones; 
Rev Jean Margaret Humphries; Rev Paul Eloe. 


Lack of public transport 
for Brocastle residents 


RESIDENTS of the new sheltered 
housing complex at Brocastle have 
not been catered for as far as pub¬ 
lic transport is concerned. 

That’s the view of Bridgend Town 
Councilwhich has been trying to get action 
from both BCBC and the Vale Councils. 

The Brocastle development lies on the 
A48 but nothing has been done to move 
bus stops near to the complex or provide 
bus shelters and timetable information. 

Elderly residents are having to walk 
some distance to the bus stops and then 
wait in all weathers until the bus arrives. 

Coun David Unwin is concerned that 
while evening and Sunday services are 
being provided by the local councils, no 
timetable information for them is on dis¬ 
play at these bus stops. 

The only information are the times for 
Eirst Cymru buses which operate the route 
in the day time. 

He said: “Public money is being used to 


I by JAYNE ISAAC | 

provide evening and Sunday buses and yet 
they are not being advertised to the public. 

“The Brocastle complex is in BCBC but 
nothing has been done to provide bus shel¬ 
ters and there is no pavement on one side 
of the road. 

“They have also not moved the bus 
stops closer to the complex. They are too 
far away for many of the elderly people 
living there to walk. 

“They want to come by bus into 
Bridgend to do their shopping. You see 
them standing on the edge of the A48 with 
traffic belting past. It’s not good enough to 
say that nothing can be done. 

“This is a new situation and they need to 
make alterations. It is a muddle.” 

He said that although much of the serv¬ 
ice travelled through the Vale and not 
Bridgend, Bridgend residents were being 
affected. 


He added: “Officers cannot sit back and 
say that there’s nothing that can be done. 
Doing nothing is not good enough.” 

Coun Maisie Williams said that at the 
very least, there should be a shelter. 

“I have travelled on that bus myself and 
there was a gentleman with a white stick 
on it as well as a lady who could hardly 
walk. They were coming back from 
Bridgend.” 

The council will write to the BCBC’s 
transportation department and ask them to 
investigate. 

An approach will also be made to 
SEWTA - The South East Wales Traffic 
Alliance. 

Coun Bob Burns said that there was a 
need for dialogue between BCBC and 
SEWTA to see if the position can be 
resolved. 

“Sewta exists to deal with these cross 
border problems. We should not be having 
to play a game of tennis, going back and 
fore between councils 


Porthcawl Lions hand 
over cash to charities 


A RECENT audit 
by the Porthcawl 
Lions Club has 
revealed that over 
the last six months 
the majority of 
money raised by 
the club has been 
donated to local 
charities and 
organisations. 

Over 63 per cent 
went to support local 
clubs and worthy caus¬ 
es; the remainder went 
to national and interna¬ 
tional good causes. 

The Lions Club of 
Porthcawl work to raise 
finance and in some 
small way improve the 
lot of others. 

Current projects 


include the massive 
book sale at the 
Seabank Hotel on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Eebruary 19 and 20 at 
10am, where admission 
is free. Eurther details 
of the Book Sale can be 
found at 

lionsclub36@hotmail.co 

.uk. 

Also this month, 
there is the 38-furlong 
fun run starting at the 
Hi Tide on Sunday, 
Eebruary 27 where the 
entrance fee for adults is 
£5. 

The winners of the 
male and female Eun 
Run will have their 
names spread through¬ 
out the world on the 
Porthcawl Lions’ web 
site, porthcawllions.org. 


where further details of 
the day can be found. 

There is always the 
chance of breaking the 
current world record for 
this event. Athletes, 
keep fit persons and fun 
runners are welcome. 

If any participants 
would like to chat to a 
member regarding the 
race, telephone Rhys on 
01656 772369. 

The next meeting of 
the Porthcawl Lions 
Club is on St David’s 
Day, March 1, at the 
Seabank Hotel at 8pm. 
Porthcawl Lions wel¬ 
come new members, 
who can turn up on the 
night, or telephone Don 
on 01656 788583. 

DAVID RICHARDS 
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Jean and Tony 
celebrate their 
golden wedding! 



Celebration flowers from the Mayor of ForthcawL 
Standing: Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis, Jean 
Schofield, Tony Schofield, Mayor's Consort Bobbie Lewis Sitting: 
Friends Barbara and Jack Bridge (who will be celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding anniversary shortly). Pictures by Keith E Morgan. 


PORTHCAWL 
couple Jean and 
Tony Schofield last 
week celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

They were married 
in the church of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, 
Watford, on February 
4th 1961, having met 
in the 'Firs Social 
Club' of the BTH 
(British Thompson 
Houston) engineering 
company at Rugby, 
where Tony served an 
engineering appren¬ 
ticeship. 

Jean was a State 
Registered Nurse at 
the Leicester Royal 
Infirmary, Rugby, 
where she had com¬ 
pleted her training. 

Tony later worked 
as an engineer with the 
Sketchley Dry 
Cleaning Company in 
Leicestershire and at 
the production 
Engineering Research 
Association, in 
Whissendine, Rutland, 
before taking up an 
appointment with 
Midcast at Maesteg 
which made aircraft 
components. 

Whilst at Maesteg, 



ABOVE: The couple on their wedding day. 


the couple moved into 
their present house in 
New Road, Porthcawl 
and Tony retired in 
1996. 

Jean nursed for 
about eight years. She 
then opened a gift 
shop in Oakham, 
before taking up a 
position in a special 
school at Aberkenfig 
and also ran ‘Flowers 


and Things’ on the 
corner of John Street 
with Lias Road. 

She became active 
with Kidney Research 
Wales when her son 
Mark developed kid¬ 
ney problems. She ulti¬ 
mately gave one of her 
kidneys for transplant 
to Mark in 1988. 

The couple also 
have a daughter, Ruth. 


SUPPORT FOR 
PAVEMENT 
ALONGSIDE 
THE BY-PASS 


PLANS to provide a 
new pavement along 
the eastern side of the 
Bridgend by-pass 
from the Heronston 
junction up to the 
Ewenny Road round¬ 
about are being sup¬ 
ported by the head of 
Brynteg 
Comprehensive 
School. 

The proposal has been 
put forward by Bridgend 
Town Council whose 
members are concerned 
about pupils and others 
walking along that 
stretch of road which has 
no pavement at present. 

Headteacher David 
Jenkins said that the A48 
was used by a relatively 
large number of pupils at 
certain times of the day, 
especially at the begin¬ 
ning and end of school. 
He said: “Naturally, the 
road, as a major route, is 
extremely busy and pres¬ 
ents a significant safety 
hazard for our pupils. 

“The establishment of 
a footpath along the pro¬ 
posed route would sig¬ 
nificantly enhance the 
safety of our pupils and 
assist the school in 
developing our school 
travel plan policy.” 

Council leader David 
Unwin said that a suc¬ 
cessful meeting had 
taken place between the 
council and the BCBC 
community access offi¬ 
cer. 

“We were told at that 
meeting that support 
from the school was 
essential to our plans 
and we have now 
received that.” 

The meeting agreed 


that a sub committee 
should be set up to 
drive forward this com¬ 
munity access plan. The 
group will analyse data 
gathered from the travel 
survey that will have to 
be carried out. It will 
entail knocking on the 
doors of those people 
living in the area affect¬ 
ed by the plan. The 
plans needs to be com¬ 
pleted by April. 

Coun Eileen Mcllveen 
said that the council 
wants to progress this 
proposal and she said 
that the sub committee 
must consist of enthusi¬ 
asts who were interested 
in the scheme and were 
prepared to work. 

“Once we have set 
this up, someone from 
the school will be 
appointed to attend 
meetings. The head may 
even come himself. He 
is on board but the 
school cannot do this on 
its own.” 

Coun David Unwin 
said that the school trav¬ 
el plan was already 
being undertaken by the 
school. He said that the 
new group would have 
to meet weekly. 

Areas to be covered in 
the survey include 
Picton Gardens, 
Heronstone Lane, 
Moorlands Road and 
that area of the town. 

The pavement would 
also benefit people walk¬ 
ing down to the 
Waterton Retail Park. 

The sub committee 
will consist of Couns 
Edith Hughes, Eileen 
Mcllveen, Haydn 
Morgan and Maisie 
Williams. Jayne Isaac 


NEWS IN BRIEF j 

WELSH WATER is being asked by Bridgend 
Town Council to investigate flooding which 
occurred in the Brynteg Avenue and Heol Gam 
area of the town because the drains were 
unable to cope after heavy rainfall. 

REPAIRS to the Old Bridge in Bridgend are due to 
take place after Easter, Bridgend Town Council has 
been told. The repairs are necessary after damage 
caused by the frost and snow of last winter. The 
work has been authorised by CADW. 

EXTENDING the routes used by the mobile library 
service is an important way of ameliorating the 
effect that library closures will have locally, Coun 
Bob Burns told Bridgend Town Council. 

He asked for information about the existing routes 
so that the council can then make suggestions about 
where any gaps in library provision can be plugged. 


Trash in River 
Ogmore for 
‘weeks on end’ 


THE cleansing of 
the River Ogmore 
as it passes through 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre was again raised 
by members of 
Bridgend Town 
Council. 

BCBC has told the 
town council that it is not 
responsible for cleaning 
the river but that it had 
raised the issue with the 
Environment Agency 
who confirmed that they 
have no regular pro¬ 
gramme of cleansing 
other than when there is a 
danger of flooding. 

BCBC has said it will 
monitor the situation and 
remove larger items 
dumped in the river on an 
exceptional basis. 

Coun David Unwin 
said that they had been 
raising this with BCBC 
since before the opening 
of The Angel Walkway. 

“We told them that we 
felt that the spending of 
£2.4m to create this foot¬ 
bridge and walkway 
should result in a new 
regime being put in place 
for the cleansing of 
debris and rubbish from 
the river in the town cen¬ 
tre. 


“It was obvious that 
they would need to dis¬ 
cuss this with the 
Environment Agency. 
We are two years down 
the line, but nothing 
seems to be changing. 
We have a completely 
new feature in the centre 
of town but we need 
other things to happen to 
improve and enhance the 
river.” 

He said that on several 
occasions when he has 
used the walkway, he has 
spotted rubbish lying 
along the side of the river 
especially by the old 
stone bridge. 

“That rubbish remains 
there for weeks on end. It 
does nothing to enhance 
the visual aspect. 

“The Environment 
Agency and the council 
need to be doing better 
than they are at the 
moment. It is not accept¬ 
able. We need to make 
that point. 

“I am very disappoint¬ 
ed that we have the status 
quo that has existed for 
years. We are now in a 
different era. 

“We have something 
that will become an icon¬ 
ic feature of the town 
which was installed with 


the object of opening up 
the river and enhancing 
it. 

“If we spend £2.4m of 
public money on this 
project, we expect other 
things to happen along 
the way.” 

Coun Eileen Mcllveen 
said that the state of the 
river was scandalous at 
times, and Coun Edith 
Hughes said that the situ¬ 
ation was worse when 
water levels dropped. 

Coun Bob Burns said 
that evidence was need¬ 
ed. He suggested that 
councillors take pictures 
of the rubbish whenever 
they spot any so that the 
town council could back 
up what it is claiming. 

“Without evidence, 
they can bat our com¬ 
plaints away,” he added. 

Coun Dennis Davey 
suggested that the coun¬ 
cil set up a monthly river 
watch but Coun Unwin 
said that many council¬ 
lors looked at the river 
every day and were see¬ 
ing the litter. 

“We need to flag up 
the fact that we are not 
accepting the response 
we have had. We will 
monitor the river and 
then comment further.” 


VA NEWMAN GLASS QUIZ 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


Mackworth Arms. 
In the other 


MATCHES played 
on January 31 were 
all either KO Cup 
or Plate quarter¬ 
finals. 

In the match between the semi-final, 
the ‘top-two’. Royal Oak 
Nomads choice of the ‘A’ 

questicms proved disas- Coychurch’s White testers: 


Arms by 62-32. It was 
closer at Pyle REC where 


Division 2 side Cabo the visitors won 40-35 
Roche were no match for and Tondu Railway Club 
Maesteg Catholic Club got back to the winning 
who got a 71-42 pass to path away to Pheasant 
Poachers, beating them 
The Plate had just one by 60-40. 

Here are your four 


slight upset of form. At 


trous. By the end of the Horse the Wanderers 
individual round they went down at home to Gustav Holst was born in 
were 15 points adrift of Llangeinor AEC by 59- which English town in 
Llangewydd Arms which 41. 

Here the two sides 
started fairly well, then obtained 
Llangeinor AEC led by plant? 


had become 20 at the 
start of the roll-up round. 
Llangewydd Arms 


1. The composer 


1874? 

2. Hessian sacking is 
from which 


stuck on six points but two after the individual 
Nomads gained the 12- round 20-18 and by half¬ 
point maximum, way increased that to six 

However, it was all far points. 


3. Australian Lionel 
van Praag, in 1936, was 
the first ever world 
champion in which 
sport? 

4. The musical 


too late and they went out In the roll-up round, 
by 78-65. Llangeinor stuck after 

There was a surprise at two questions but Brigadoon is about an 
the Oldcastle where the Wanderers went for it enchanted village set in 
‘As’ lost to Tyrisha and blew it. That seemed which country? 

Royals by 64-56 and to dishearten the home 
another when Division 2 team and the visitors 
leaders Six Bells had a eventually won by 18 
totally unexpected 62-38 points, 
victory against Laleston 


Who wants to build what and where in the borough? 


Wilkinsons Retail Store - 
Nolton Street, Bridgend - 

Retail signage to existing 
store. 

Asda Stores Ltd - 
Somerfield Store, Castle 
Street, Maesteg - 20 no. 
advertisement signs. 

Lee and Turner Ltd - 
Waterton Lane, Waterton, 
Bridgend - 5m high totem 
sign, new entrance portique 
and 3 no. flags fixed to exist¬ 
ing poles. 

Mr M E Hudd - 39 Pen-y- 
Mynyddd, Bettws - Single 
storey extension to rear to 
provide en-suite shower 
room. 

Mr C James - 102 Tremains 
Court, Brackla - New house 


- re-sub of P/10/663/OUT. 
Asda Stores Ltd - 
Somerfield Store, Castle 
Street, Maesteg - ATM 
room sited under existing 
canopy to new Asda store. 
Asda Stores Ltd - 
Somerfield Store, Castle 
Street, Maesteg - Install 3 
no. new enviropacks. 

Barratt Homes (South Wales) 

- Parc Tyn y Coed (Phases 
2 and 3), Sarn - Substitution 
of house types on 8 no. plots 
replacing the ‘Kencot’ with 
the ‘Kenfig’ house type. 

Mr V Salo - 10 St Brides 
Road, Aberkenfig - 
Construction of detached 
double garage. 

Mr Owen Griffiths - 24A 


Priory Oak, Brackla - 

Porch, single storey exten¬ 
sion, double garage and store, 
garage conversion. 

Mr Owen - 67 Pen y 
Mynydd, Bettws - 
Edwardian hipped conserva¬ 
tory to rear of dwelling. 

Mr Bannister - Maes y Gelli, 
Bettws Road, Llangeinor - 
Edwardian conservatory to 
side of dwelling. 

Environment Agency Wales - 
Adj A4061 rotary interna¬ 
tional way, Bridgend - 
Provide layby to existing 
verge to access Environment 
Agency asset with lockable 
demountable bollards. 

Mr A Grey - 16 Nottage 
Mead, Porthcawl - 


Proposed porch and roof 
extension (dormer). 

Mr and Mrs R L Lewis - Ty 
Parrog, 28 West Drive, 
Porthcawl - Modification of 
roof structure, alter front ele¬ 
vation and construct new bal¬ 
conies at first and second 
floors. 

Mr R Keagle - 70 Mill View, 
Maesteg - Replacement out¬ 
building including 
play/games room, utility and 
WC. 

Mr and Mrs Hegarty - 
Nolton Court, 4 Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend - 

Refurbishment, alterations 
and new single storey exten¬ 
sion to rear and single storey 
out-building to rear. 


Mr and Mrs Hegarty - 
Nolton Court, 4 Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend - 
Demolish lean-to and internal 
walls, works to roof and front 
elevation and construct rear 
extension and out-building. 
Mr D Evans - 1 Elm Road, 
Porthcawl - Proposed demo¬ 
lition of existing bungalow 
and erect new dwelling. 

Mr Huw Morgan - 2 
Sandpiper Road, Porthcawl 
- Eront porch and rear bed¬ 
room extension. 

Compute Bridgend Limited - 
31-35 Caroline Street, 
Bridgend - Proposed refur¬ 
bishment and alterations of 
existing building inc new 
three storey extension. 


Inn ‘A’ 
knocked out Oddfellows 
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PACT meetings 


COITY PACT, 
Gilead Chapel Hall, 
Coity, February 17 
at 7pm; 

BRACKLA PACT, 
Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way, Bridgend, 
March 3 at 6.30pm; 

OLDCASTLE PACT, 
The Library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
March 2 at 6.30pm; 

MOREA Town public 
meeting, Penybont 
Primary School, 

Minerva Street, March 7 
at 6.30pm; 

NEWCASTLE PACT, 
Civic Offices, Angel 


Street, March 7 at 7pm; 

CEEN GLAS, 
LLANGEWYDD AND 
BRYNHYERYD PACT, 
The Pavilion, Bryntirion 
Playing Eields, Park 
View, March 9 at 
6.30pm; 

BRYNTYRION, 
LALESTON AND 
MERTHYR MAWR 
PACT, Laleston 

Gardening Club, March 
17 at 7pm; 

EELINDRE, HEN- 
DRE AND PENPRYSG 
(PENCOED) PACT, 
Welfare Hall, Heol y 
Groes, March 30 at 
6.30pm. 
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Pyle Life Centre offers 
new course after link 
with Open University 


Six Nations focus for drink-drive 
campaign in the Ogmore Valley 


CARDIFF Blues and Welsh 
rugby international front 
row forward Gareth 
Williams has helped launch 
a police drink-drive cam¬ 
paign in the Ogmore Valley. 

Operation Molecule will run 
throughout the Six Nations tour¬ 
nament, and follows requests from 
the local community to run it in 
conjunction with the tournament 

Maesteg Neighbourhood 
Inspector, Ralph Harris explained: 
“There is generally an increase in 
road traffic collisions and drink¬ 
driving during the Six Nations and 
this is an operation designed to 
educate motorists and to catch any 
offenders. 

“We want to make sure road 
users can use the roads within the 
Ogmore Valley and surrounding 
areas with confidence.” 

Gareth Williams said: “I fully 
back this positive campaign. 
Drivers should think very careful¬ 


ly before they get behind the 
wheel. Many don’t realise that 
alcohol stays in the system for a 
number of hours, and that they 
could still be over the limit the 
next morning when getting in the 
car to drive to work or drop the 
children off at school.” 

Police Constable Sally Thomas, 
who is running the operation 
added: “The operation has been 
made more effective thanks to the 
support of our partners in Safer 
Bridgend, who have provided 
funding for special posters and 
beer mats which will be distrib¬ 
uted to pubs, clubs and restaurants 
throughout the area. 

“The beer mats have been 
designed by year-6 pupils from the 
Ogmore Vale and Nantymoel pri¬ 
mary schools. 

“High visibility mobile patrols 
will be made along the A4061 and 
A4093 that run through Blackmill, 
Ogmore Vale and Nantymoel.” 

School liaison officers will talk 


to sixth form pupils at Ogmore 
Comprehensive School about 
alcohol awareness and drink-drive 
offences. 

Lessons have also been set up at 
Ogmore Vale and Nantymoel pri¬ 
mary schools. 


Hospital Valentines 
DEDICATED volunteers based 
at the Princess of Wales Hospital 
are providing a radio service to 
entertain the patients during 
their stay. 

A spokesman said: “We have 
arranged a special show for 
Valentine’s night and our host for 
that evening will be Jake Young. 
If any of your readers wish to 
send a message to either family or 
friends in hospital, ring us direct 
on 01656 752588, or text a mes¬ 
sage containing name of patient, 
ward number, two music selec¬ 
tions and a short message to 
07582680760. Jake will be 
broadcasting from 6pm to 8pm on 
February 14. ” 


‘Yes’ and ‘No’ 

debate in town 


Those who braved a 
very windy day last 
Friday to attend the 
public debate on 
Should the Welsh 
Assembly be given 
greater powers? host¬ 
ed by the Porthcawl 
SHOUT Forum at 
Trinity Church, heard 
Geraint Hopkins of 
Yes for Wales, and 
Rachel Banner for the 
True Wales No group, 
give informative 
addresses followed by 
questions from the 
floor. 

Almost 100 people 
attended and both 


speakers expressed 
surprised that this 
was the only public 
debate in Wales they 
were aware of where 
both sides were 
included, and 

thought more com¬ 
munities should be 
involved in this way 
before the March 3 
referendum. 

Once the hour-long 
debate ended every¬ 
one was invited to 
stay for the short 
monthly SHOUT 
meeting that followed, 
a spokesman report¬ 
ed. 


Maendy Young 
Farmers’ Club 
showcases talent 


MAENDY Young 
Farmers Club will 
be showcasing their 
talent at Blaengarw 
Workmen’s Hall on 
February 13 in a 
preview of their 
entry for the 
Glamorgan Young 
Farmers Club 
Entertainment 
Competition the 
following weekend. 

After weeks of dedi¬ 
cation, set-building, cos¬ 
tume making and 
singing lessons, more 
than 30 members of 
Maendy Young Farmers 
Club will perform 
‘Seaside Postcard’ at the 
Workmen’s hall, 

Blaengarw. 

The preview perform¬ 
ance is in preparation for 
an entertainment extrav¬ 
aganza on February 19 
and 20 at the Princess 
Royal Theatre in Port 
Talbot, when seven 
Young Farmers Clubs 
from across Glamorgan, 
including, Neath, 

Gower, Gelligaer, Wick, 
Llantrisant and 

Bridgend, will be per¬ 
forming a show each. 

The winner will go 
forward to the national 
Wales YFC finals to be 
held in Swansea in 
March. 


leuan Rosser, chair¬ 
man of Maendy Young 
Farmers, said: “We are 
all very excited to be tak¬ 
ing part in the 
Glamorgan Young 
Farmers Entertainment 
Competition. All the 
members have worked 
very hard to get a quality 
performance together. 

“We hope the preview 
performance will put us 
in good stead for retain¬ 
ing the title, after win¬ 
ning the competition last 
year. 

“I would like to 
encourage family, 
friends and the general 
public to show us their 
support by coming to see 
us on February 13, as 
well as cheer all 
Glamorgan Clubs on the 
19 and 20 of February in 
what will be a fantastic 
competition.” 

Doors will open at 
Blaengarw Workmens 
Hall at 7pm with cur¬ 
tains up at 7.30pm on 
February 13. Tickets 
cost £5 for adults and 
£2.50 for children and a 
free buffet provided for 
all. There is no need to 
book tickets for the per¬ 
formance but should you 
require more informa¬ 
tion please contact leuan 
Rosser on 07732 626314 
or email 

Maendy.yfc® gmail. com 


TREMAINS and 
West Park Primary 
Schools were cele¬ 
brating after win¬ 
ning the Ospreys 
tag rugby tourna¬ 
ment on January 25 
at Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School. 

They were among the 
schools competing for 
the opportunity to play 
at half time during the 
Ospreys v London 
Wasps rugby match on 
Sunday (February 6) at 
the Riverside Hardware 
Brewery Field. 

The schools, made up 
of year-5 pupils, were 
crowned champions 
after taking part in a 
round robin competition 
against nine other 
teams. Others taking 
part included 

Llangewydd Junior 
School, Brackla 

Primary School and Pen 
y Fai Church In Wales 
Primary School. 

Dean Ronan, a com¬ 
munity coach with the 
Ospreys, commented: 
“The event was a huge 
success and the standard 
of competition was very 
high. 

“It is great from an 
Ospreys point of view to 
get out into the commu¬ 
nity and link with the 
schools and promote 
and gather support for 


the region.” 

Sophie Clarke from 
Llangewydd Junior 
School added: “It’s the 
first time our school has 
taken part in this event. 
It is a fantastic opportu¬ 
nity for the children and 
it is great to see so many 
pupils taking part.” 

The tournament was 
organised by the 
Ospreys Community 
programme, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Bridgend 
Active Young People 
Department, supported 
by Pencoed College stu¬ 
dents. 


Fine for retailer’s 
va(r)nishing 
best-before dates! 


DELIBERATELY 
removing the ‘best 
before’ dates from over 
170 packets of crisps 
has resulted in a fine 
for a local retailer. 

PTC Stores Limited, 
owners of the People’s 
Trading Centre in Duke 
Street, Maesteg, 
appeared before 
Bridgend Magistrates 
Court, together with an 
employee of the busi¬ 
ness, to plead guilty to 
offences under the Food 
Labelling Regulations 
1996. 

The court heard how 
an officer from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
Trading Standards had 
found the packets on 
sale, without any date 
markings, during a rou¬ 
tine food standards 
inspection. 

Upon investigation, it 
was established that an 
employee had removed 
all the best-before dates 
using nail varnish 
remover after, it was 
claimed, being con¬ 
cerned about over-order¬ 
ing stock. 

Once the ‘best- 
before’ dates had been 
removed from the 
crisps, there was no 


indication of when they 
would be past their best. 
The business had 
already been warned by 
the authority about this 
practice on a previous 
occasion. 

The council’s deputy 
leader, Coun David 
Sage said: “Date mark¬ 
ing on food is there to 
enable consumers to 
make an informed 
choice. 

“In this case removal 
of the dates was no acci¬ 
dent but a deliberate act. 
As a result, customers 
were denied this infor¬ 
mation and were unable 
to tell when the crisps 
may have past their 
best. 

“I’d like to thank our 
trading standards team 
for their vigilance. 

These officers really do 
play a vital role and 
maker our communities 
a safer and fairer place 
in which to live and 
work.” 

The employee was 
fined £100 and a £15 
victim’s surcharge. 

PTC Stores Limited 
was given an absolute 
discharge and ordered to 
pay the legal costs of 
£100 and investigation 
costs of £150. 


ABOVE: 

Pen y Fai Church in 
Wales Primary School. 


RIGHT: 

Mark Parsons with 
Open University tutor 
Elaine Jones. 
PYLE Life Centre 
library has forged 
links with the Open 
University - through 
introductory courses 
and taster sessions. 

Margaret Griffiths, 
Principal Officer from 
Bridgend Library and 
Information Service 
said: “Bridgend Library 
and Information Service 
are pleased to be co¬ 
operating with the Open 
University to highlight 
the on-line learning 
opportunities available 
in libraries. We feel this 
partnership is a natural 
one - libraries have the 
resources and Open 
University the expert¬ 
ise. ” 

A recent taster session 
gave information on a 
course starting in 
March. 

Mark Parsons from 
Kenfig Hill attended the 
taster session. He start¬ 
ed learning with Pyle 
Life Centre in 2009 by 
enrolling on a number of 
courses through Learn 
Direct, leading to him 
gaining his ECDL 
(European Computer 
Driving Licence). 

He is now looking to 
further his education 
with the Open University 
with the support of Pyle 
Life Centre. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, call Pyle Life 
Centre on (01656) 
754850 or email: 
pylelib@bridgend.gov. uk 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS ARE 
TAG CHAMPS - AND WIN A 
BIG GAME SPOTLIGHT! 


You can now read your GEM 
online for free - just log onto 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk or 
www.porthcawl-today.co.uk and 
subscribe! 


BELOW: 
Tremains Primary 
School 







































6 - THE GEM 


p 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, Eebruary 10th, 2011 


Porthcawl Comprehensive’s Les Miserables 
sends enthusiastic crowds home on a high! 


by PHILIP IRWIN | 


Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of 
the event can he viewed on 
WWW. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 



A STANDING ovation for school pro¬ 
ductions, to be honest, is par for 
the course, but there was some¬ 
thing very different about the waves of 
applause that greeted the cast of 
Porthcawl Comprehensive’s Les 
Miserables last Friday and Saturday in 
the Grand Pavilion (when this reporter 
was present). 

In fact, as feel good moments go, it rated 11 out 
of 10, because everyone knew they had witnessed 
something special. 

The young cast (and I mean young, because only 
about 12 of the 60 or so on stage will be moving on 
to college or university next year) had sent a buzz 
around the town after the opening night. 

A four-night run is always a financial risk for a 
school, and the production manager, Joe Smith, told 
The GEM: “We had some unsold seats for Friday, 
probably because of Wales playing, and on Saturday, 
but the word of mouth meant that in the end we had 
to turn people away!” 

It was not just the cast who were young. When 
headteacher Kenny Dykes invited the show’s direc¬ 
tor, Kelly Hardwick, and Joe Smith on stage, they 
didn't look a whole lot older than the pupils! 

So, readers may have spotted by now that it was 
an excellent show, but what stood out? 

Well, the look of the show was great, so high 
praise goes to the lighting technicians, and the idea 
of having the students come on stage and assemble 
the barricades worked really well. 

There should also be high praise for the musical 
direction of Linda Coombes. She, and her excellent 
orchestra, gave every soloist a perfect setting, and 
there was never a moment when the singers had to 
strain to be heard above the band. 

She was also responsible for the ensemble 
singing, and this was quite terrific. The girls’ chorus, 
in particular, were sharp as a razor, with perfect dic¬ 
tion and, of course, ah the time acting on stage as 
well. 

When the full chorus was on stage, it was spine- 
tinghng, and it is ironic that the more traditional 
Welsh choirs are finding it difficult to attract 
younger members when you see just one school per¬ 
form so well. 

Les Mis, of course, has its great set pieces that 
give the soloists a chance to shine and Porthcawl 
was well equipped for this. 

Cath Walters’ classically-trained voice was per¬ 
fect for Fantine's 'I Dreamed a Dream' - and she 
joined the long list of singers who make you wonder 
why such a fuss is made of Susan Boyle. 

Amelia Jones was another vocahst whose voice 
was made for her role, and she was a radiant 
Cossette, while Harmony Miller used ah her 
Bridgend Youth Theatre stagecraft, and her fine 
voice, to wring every last drop of tragedy from her 
role as the poor, doomed Eponine. 

You can’t help feeling that her parents put some 
extra pressure on with that Christian name, but she 
passed the test with flying colours. 

There is a young Cosette, and a young Eponine, 
and Katie Williams and Charlotte Wilhams were 
charming. Katie’s rendition of ‘Castle in the 
Cloud'’was lovely. 

The other ‘little person’ is Gavroche, a street 
urchin who is a sort of political artful dodger.and 
Rob Davis swaggered around the stage as if he 
owned it - and he made the most of his death scene! 

If any show needs some comic relief it is Les 
Mis, and Kathryn Allen and Ryan Jenkins made the 
most of the evil Thenardiers, Kathryn offered up a 
screeching harpy of a wife, with a touch of Sybil 
Fawlty, w hi le Ryan gave us a character with Bill 
Syke's sense of nastiness, combined with Trigger 
from Fools and Horses. 

Looking at the male roles, I was really impressed 
by Owain Miller's Inspector Javert. Casting directors 
usually make sure that Javert is the tallest character 
on stage - it goes with his upright, austere character. 
In Owain’s case, he made himself the biggest by 
force of personality. 

His intensity carried him through his big number 
‘Stars’ and, although he downplayed his singing in 
the programme notes, he is better than he thinks. 

Daniel Pugh-Bevan played the student leader, 
Enroljas, and it was noticeable on Saturday night 
that he was really starting to grow into a role that 
calls for big gestures and bravado. 

Tom Hunt played Marius and, at only 14, he 



ABOVE: Dan Pugh-Bevan (centre) as Enroljas, leads the angry men (and women) as they plan their revolt. 



Ryan Jenkins Joe Wiltshire-Smith 

as Thenardier as Jean Valjean. 


showed a huge amount of promise. 

And finally...and it’s a big finally, there is Joe 
Wiltshire-Smith (Jean Valjean). What can I say 
about Joe? 

Let’s put it this way. If this show were a car, it 
would something well put together, with great atten¬ 
tion to detail and plenty of style. A BMW or a 
Jaguar maybe. 

Joe, however, is the turbocharged engine that 
takes it into a different class altogether. 

As a result of working for The GEM, in the last 
18 months or so I have seen both Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major Comprehensives put on excellent 
performances of Les Mis. 

I could debate who was the best Fantine, or the 
best Javert, or best Eponine, but there is not a frac¬ 
tion, or even an atom, of doubt about the best Jean 
Valjean. 

What’s more, I am comparing him to mature 
year-13 boys. Joe is in year-11 and has two more 
years in Porthcawl Comp. 

He sings with great control and can act. He can 
do comedy too - not that there is much call for that 
as Jean Valjean. 

On Saturday night, when he finished singing 
‘Bring Him Home’ the audience came close to stop¬ 
ping the show entirely for a standing ovation. 

No question, the audience reaction at the finale 
was in part due to a feeling that they had seen some¬ 
thing special. 

Mr Dykes joined the cast on stage after the 
applause finally died away on Saturday, and said 
that so many people had approached him and said: 
“You must be so proud of these pupils”. 

He said no, he felt humbled to be associated with 
them, and I think everyone can share that reaction. 
He went on to emphasise the teamwork involved in 
putting on such a production, so I am going to close 
by flogging that sporting analogy a little bit more. 

Anyone familiar with the Bridgend Youth Theatre 
(BYT) in recent years would have had advance 
notice of Joe Wiltshire-Smith’s talents. 

Alongside him has been Natasja Bryant, and there 
has been a bit of the Seb Coe - Steve Ovett about 
their progress. They might not have been competing 
for the same roles, but they have definitely pushed 
each other to improve. 

So, it is a sign of the strength in depth in 
Porthcawl that the production team could, metaphor¬ 
ically speaking, leave Natasja on the bench for this 
show - although she provided some sharp cameos as 
a member of the chorus. 

A young cast. Strength in depth and plenty of tal¬ 
ent. 

Perhaps the school should consider a five or six- 
night run next year! 



ABOVE: Members of the girls’ chorus, who were outstanding. 




ABOVE: Owain Cath Walters played 
Miller (Javert). Eantine 
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Pupils rise to the challenge of tackling one 
of the all-time classic musical productions! 



Little Cassette (Katie Williams (on right) being cruelly treated by 
Madame Thenardier (Kathryn Allen) while Little Eponine 
(Charlotte Williams) looks on. 



Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of 
the event can he viewed on 
WWW. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 


Musical director Linda Coombes 
warms up the chorus and 
has them raring to go! 


Jean Valjean: Joe Wiltshire Smith; Inspector 
Javert: Owain Miller; Marius: Tom Hunt; Fantine: 
Catherine Walters; Cosette: Amelia Jones; 
Eponine: Harmony Millar; Thenardier: Ryan 
Jenkins; Madame Thenardier: Kathryn Allen; 
Enjolras: Dan Pugh-Bevan; The Bishop of Digne: 
Jon Berry; Eeuilly: Matthew Osborne; 
Courfeyrac: Corey Bridgeman; Grantaire: Richard 
Evans; Gavroche: Rob Davis; Little Cosette: Katie 
Williams; Little Eponine: Charlotte Williams; 
Bamatbois: Richard Evans; Combeferre: Philip 
Pickett; Eoreman/Student: Sam Williams; Eactory 
Girl/Company: Hazel Elstone; Earmer/Student: 
Arran Bluck; Pimp: Nathan Wootton. 

Company: Harvey Jones; Eurion Griffiths; Josh 
Daniels; Andrew McQueen; Natasja Bryant; Josie 
Loye; Emily Eabin; Hope Dabernig; Julie Bold; 
Tara Evans; Eve Lewis; Anna Bonet; Jodie Teear; 
Lucy Pugh-Bevan; Rachel Lewis; Elbe Morris; 
Lydia Ellis; Georgia Shallish; Rachel Allen; 
Emma Jenkins; Sarah Pickett; Rebecca Hum; 
Rebecca Brown; Emma Phillips; Catherine 
Clarke; Rowan Larcher; Carys Phillips; Nicole 
Robbins; Mary Maloney; Rachel Tayler; Sophie 
Drew; Hannah Skidmore; Susanne Owen; 
Katherine Owen; Roisin Evans; Courtney Sims; 
Cheryl Me Andrew; Rachael Hopkins; Charlotte 
Jones; Sophie Howe; Lowri Patterson; Georgina 
Dorr; Cara Malorey-Vilbert; Chloe Carson; Katie 
Roberts; Harriet Rees; Tansie Evans; Jess Beesley; 
Olivia Norris; Tabitha Carrington; Jamie Sayce; 
Lewis Scott; Bryan Thomas; Nathan Lewis; 
Callum Waters; Adam Jenkins; Chris Long; Tom 
Parry. 

Les Mis orchestra 

Elute: Louisa Sham; Oboe/Cor anglais: Elin 
Howard; Clarinet/Alto sax: David Wisby; 
Bassoon: Lucy Millership; Horn: David Hughes; 
Trumpet: Simon Gray, Robert Young; Trombone: 
Ely Stan Roberts; Tuba: Peter Greenwood; Violin: 
Simon Carter, Helen Williams, Chris Hontoir 
Elizabeth Jones, Lucy Noden; Viola: Gervaise 
Tuberville; Cello: Hannah Thomas; Bass: David 
Hnyda; Guitar: David Jefferies; Percussion: Philip 
Hughes; Keyboards: Karen Hnyda, Kathryn 
Lewis, Joe Strong. 

Stage Crew List 

Musical Director: Mrs Linda Coombes; Director: 
Miss Kelly Hardwick; Assistant Musical Director: 
Mrs Kathryn Lewis; Production Manager: Mr Joe 
Smith; Stage Manager: Kieran Bluck; Deputy 
Stage Manager: Eleri Connick; Assistant 

Stage Manager (SR): Zoe Davis; Assistant Stage 
Manager (SL): Mali Elower; Stage Crew (SR): 
Andy Lewis-Jones; Stage Crew (SL): Nathan 
Gillingham; Rhodri Davies; Josh Phillips; Will 
Bassett; Radio Mic Runner: Jess Evans; Eollow 
Spot 1: Connor Watkins; Eollow Spot 2: Sam 
Buffet; AV Operator: Tom Hamilton; Costume 
Assistants: Hannah Rowley; Rachel 

Ellis; Olivia Jones; Lois Rossini; Kate Ebdon; 
Alice Power; Alisha Jones; Beky Bradford; 
Bethany Thomas; Props: Zoe Davis; Sarah 
Pickett; Eleri Connick; Kieran Bluck. 
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NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 



A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who woul 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 


Cancer 

Research 

Wales 

LAST week, I wrote in 
this column about the 
generosity of the resi¬ 
dents in the Garw 
Valley, who at the con¬ 
cert by Bridgend male 
choir in the Tabernacle 
chapel, donated a total 
of £2,420 towards 
Cancer Research 
Wales. 

What was not includ¬ 
ed in the article was the 
fact that members of the 
Tabernacle Chapel had 
paid for the materials 
and redecorated the inte¬ 
rior for this auspicious 
occasion. 

They had also 
arranged for Peter 
David, the well known 
organist for Tondu 
Wesley Methodist 
Chapel, to retune and 
service the instrument. 
This, of course, was 
additional to the £2,420. 
Well done to everyone 
involved. 

Originally, there were 
10 chapels between 
Blaengarw and 
Pontycymer. Now there 
are only four in use, all 
in Pontycymer. 


They are part of the 
Welsh heritage paid for 
by public subscription. 
Surely we should protect 
some of these buildings 
for the use of the com¬ 
munity? 

Pen-y-Fai WI 

THIS is a correction to 
my article of January 
27, which contained a 
printing error. 

The Women’s 
Institute always wel¬ 
comes visitors and new 
members to their meet¬ 
ings in Pen-y-Fai pri¬ 
mary school hall. The 
next meeting is on 
February 21 at 7.30pm. 

During the last meet¬ 
ing, the cost of the green 
bags for disposal of food 
waste was raised, which 
costs council taxpayers 
£2,500pa for every 500 
households. Various dis¬ 
posal methods for this 
food waste were then 
discussed by the mem¬ 
bers. 

Maesteg USA 

AT the last meeting of 
Maesteg U3A at 
Central Church Hall, 
the speaker Mike 
Clubb, gave a com¬ 
pelling and informative 
talk on ‘The history of 
the Bridgend arma¬ 


ments’ or ‘The 
Arsenal’ as it was 
known locally. 

In April 1940, 950 
people were employed, 
and this had increased to 
10,137 by December of 
the same year. At its 
peak of production in 
1943, there were approx¬ 
imately 32,000 people 
employed in the arsenal. 

Electrical power to 
the arsenal was supplied 
by a coal fired power 
station, which also pro¬ 
vided heating to the 
buildings on the site, 
using steam from the 
boilers, via approximate¬ 
ly 30 miles of insulated 
pipe installed above 
ground. 

The water used in the 
arsenal was pumped 
from a borehole on the 
site and totalled 18,500 
gallons an hour, piped 
through 20 miles of 
water mains. 

The arsenal had its 
own railway system on 
the site, with approxi¬ 
mately 24 miles of track 
interlinking the various 
buildings; it also had a 
roadway network of 
approximately 60 miles. 

The talk prompted 
some emotional reac¬ 
tions from the members 
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who had strong recollec¬ 
tions and stories of rela¬ 
tives working at the 
facility. 

It was very interesting 
to hear about the devel¬ 
opment of the site, to see 
photographs and hear 
about the important and 
often dangerous work 
which went on there, 
which was vital to the 
war effort. 

The next meeting will 
be held at the Central 
Church Hall at 2.30pm 
on February 22, when 
the speaker will be Jane 
Woodford and the topic 
‘Israel and the Arab 
World’. 

Steam 

train 

I HAVE been asked by 
a railway enthusiast to 
advise other enthusi¬ 
asts to note in their 
diaries that a steam 
train will be passing 
through Bridgend on 
its way to Eishguard on 
Tuesday, March 1. 

I will provide the 
name and type of the 
engine and times when 
confirmation has been 


received. 

Choir 

competes 

BRIDGEND male 
choir, winners of the 
Welsh National 
Eisteddfod twice in the 
last six years, are com¬ 
peting in the Majestic 
choirs competition in 
the Riviera 
International Centre, 
Torquay on Eebruary 
19. 

Last year Bridgend 
male choir took third 
place, barber shop choirs 
taking the first two posi¬ 
tions. 

It rehearses at the 
Ogmore Constituency 
Labour Party Club, on 
Thursday evenings 
between 7.30pm-9.30pm. 
New members welcome. 

Maesteg 

concert 

Maesteg mixed voice 
choir, which was formed 
specially to raise money 
for Cancer Research 
Wales, is holding a con¬ 
cert in St Michael’s 
church, Maesteg on 
Sunday, February 20 at 
7.30pm with guest artist 


Wyn Davies. 

Admission is free but 
donations appreciated. 

Children’s 

choir 

THE date of Maesteg 
children’s choir’s 25th 
anniversary concert is 
July 8 at Maesteg town 
hall. 

Previous members of 
the choir are invited 
along and it is hoped to 
hold a reunion party in 
the town hall when the 
concert has ended. 

The choir welcomes 
new recruits aged 
between 8-17, at 
rehearsals in Plasnewydd 
primary school on 
Saturday mornings. 

Information on 
www.cobwebs.co.uk or 
by telephone 
Sian/Aimmee on 01656 
732385/734589. 

Young 

singers 

AS reported last week, 
the Bridgend ‘Young 
Singer of the Year’ 
Competition recently 
took place at Maesteg 
town hall and is pow¬ 


ered by an enthusiastic 
group of individuals 
who tirelessly work to 
ensure its success each 
year. 

The volunteers from the 
friends of the town hall 
operate the sound and 
lighting equipment. 

Maesteg ‘Gleemen’ 
male voice choir accom¬ 
panist Suzanne Hodges 
and deputy Geraint John 
were busy rehearsing 
with the competitors 
from 2.30pm on the 
afternoon of the compe¬ 
tition. The adjudicators 
were under the chair¬ 
manship this year of 
Beverly Humphreys, 
who has taken part in 


every competition since 
they began in 2003. The 
other adjudicators were 
Helena Braithwaite and 
Dr Richard Elfyn Jones. 

While they deliberat¬ 
ed, the audience was 
entertained by Maesteg 
children’s choir, under 
their musical director 
Enid-Sian Hughes, 
accompanied by Ryan 
Wood. 

The choir was fol¬ 
lowed by the organisers 
of the competition, 
Maesteg ‘Gleemen’ male 
voice choir, under its 
musical director Alun 
Hodges, with accompa¬ 
nist Suzanne Hodges. 


A NEW JAZZ 
OR CIVIC 


ALL YOURS WITHOUT 
PAYING A PENNY 
IN ADVANCE 



,. BASSETTS HONDA Mid QlftmodanCF^l ITZ. Ca^l 016S6 662999 or vod honda.CQiA 

Fufii ccmumptioo tor ttw Jarf and Civic Typa 9 range m mpg Urban 22.2 • 112.7 Ixtra Urban 91.d • 96.7Coivdnnad 42 2 • 59 4 

fG.7 6c1|. CO] aiMaiicitt: 155 -126g/Km. v-r. .. .. .ij.- . . t . i 
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With a new Motability car, all this is included 


Q Use your mobility allowance D Servicing and maintenance 
Zi Breakdown recovery D 60.000 mileage allowance 

C Road tax and insurance C Specialist advice 


Motability 



Not uir* if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 9SS 4002 


www.motability.co.uk 
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Barry ME sufferer’s 
‘terrifying’ knife 
attack on neighbour 


A WOMAN who 
took amphetamine 
while also taking 
prescribed drugs 
for chronic fatigue 
syndrome armed 
herself with a knife 
and carried out a 
terrifying attack on 
a neighbour. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that 3 2-year-old 
Cassy Evans was “dev¬ 
astated” by her conduct 
and could recollect very 
little of the incident. 

The victim, Dan 
Weston, grabbed the 
blade of the knife, 
which snapped and cut 
the palm of his hand, 
said prosecutor Gareth 
James. 

Evans, of Barry, who 
admitted a charge of 
wounding, was sen¬ 
tenced to eight months 
imprisonment, suspend¬ 
ed for two years, and 
was ordered to observe 
for three months a 7pm 
to 6am curfew which 
involved electronic tag¬ 
ging. 

Said Judge Stephen 
Hopkins: “This is a most 
unusual case. Eor Mr 
Weston it must have 
been a terrifying experi¬ 
ence to be confronted 


CROWN COURT REPORT 
byAJSICLUNA 


with someone who tries 
to stab you.” 

He said he had to 
have regard to all facts 
and added: “Evans had 
taken the amphetamine 
and was incredibly silly, 
and it could have had 
tragic consequences, but 
I do not consider justice 
requires that prison 
should be immediate.” 

Mr James said that 
about 8.20am on 
November 5, Mr 
Weston, who occupied a 
flat in Holton Road, 
Barry, went outside to 
attend to his unwell dog. 

Evans was sitting on 
a car and they looked at 
each other. 

He later told the 
police: ‘Her eyes were 
wide open as if in a 
trance. It was extremely 
scary.’ 

“She knocked the 
door, walked into the 
flat, produced a large 
knife from inside her 
clothing, lifted it high 
above her shoulders and 
attempted to stab him in 
the upper body,” said 
Mr James. 

She screamed loudly, 
and he shouted at her: 


“What’s the matter, get 
out.” 

She made a second 
thrust which missed, 
and when she attacked 
him a third time, he 
grabbed her wrist and 
the blade of the knife 
snapped. 

Seconds later, said 
Mr James, he fled the 
flat and she shut herself 
inside. 

A neighbour went to 
Mr Weston’s assistance 
and they tried to get her 
out. He described her as 
“crazy”. When the 
police arrived, she 
called them “pigs and 
filth” and was taken to 
Llandough Hospital, 
where she explained she 
had taken prescribed 
drugs, plus ampheta¬ 
mine, and suffered from 
chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome, known as ME. 

The highly- 

respectable parents, said 
Mr James, indicated the 
difficulty their daughter 
had had since she was 
struck down with the ill¬ 
ness aged 18. 

The judge comment¬ 
ed: “It was more by luck 
than judgement that Mr 


Weston wasn’t seriously 
injured.” 

Evans’ counsel, Ruth 
Smith, said: “ME has 
blighted her life. She is 
intelligent, and obtained 
11 GCSEs and two A- 
levels, and had a place 
at university, but had to 
withdraw. Eor some 
time,she worked in 
insurance. 

“Sometimes she liter¬ 
ally could not leave her 
bed for up to six weeks, 
and suffers pain and 
aching muscles. 

“She cannot lead a 
normal life and is very 
much looked after by 
her parents. She has 
been in desperate 
straits.” 

On the day of the 
attack, she said, she 
believed she was in dan¬ 
ger. To take the amphet¬ 
amines, she added, was 
reckless and she says 
she will never do so 
again. 

Said Ms Smith: “She 
was not herself. She has 
already spent 10 days in 
custody and will never 
trouble a court again.” 

Judge Hopkins said: 
“Her illness has dramat¬ 
ically changed her life, 
and she took ampheta¬ 
mine to relieve her 
symptoms.” 


It is time to cut 
the red tape’ 


The Welsh people 
will be asked on 
March 3 to vote in 
the referendum on 
strengthening the 
law-making powers 
of the National 
Assembly. 

At present, every time 
the National Assembly 
wishes to pass a law on 
a Welsh issue, it must 
ask Westminster for per¬ 
mission. 

The National 
Assembly is the only 
national legislature in 
the world that is 
required to ask for such 
permission. 

Scotland and 
Northern Ireland are not 
weighed down by such 
needless bureaucracy 
and red tape. 

It took three years for 


the National Assembly to 
pass a law on introduc¬ 
ing fire sprinklers in new 
homes. It also took 
three years to pass the 
smoking ban in Wales. 

Without those delays, 
lives could have been 
saved. 

Clearly, the current 
system is not fit for pur¬ 
pose because laws that 
would otherwise take 
months to pass are 
instead taking years. 

This is a huge waste of 
time and public money. 

A Yes vote on March 3 
will remove this point¬ 
less bureaucracy and red 
tape, saving time and 
money which can be bet¬ 
ter spent on the issues 
that matter to Wales. 
HJohn, 

Pen-y-Fai 

(Bridgend and Ogmore 
Yes campaign) 


Physio (87) is 
struck off 


AN 87-year-old 
physiotherapist 
from Ogmore-by- 
Sea has been ‘struck 
off’ for touching 
patients’ breasts 
without a clinical 
reason to do so. 

A panel of the Health 
Professions Council’s 
conduct and competence 
committee said that 
Dennis Williams, 
touched a patient in the 
groin area, also without 
a clinical reason, and 
kissed a patient on the 
lips, while working at 
the Baglan Lodge Care 
Home in Port Talbot. 

The panel heard that 
a complaint was 
received by the police in 
relation to an allegation 


of a sexual nature con¬ 
cerning a resident of the 
home; for which Dennis 
Williams was arrested 
and released later on 
bail after questioning, 
but no prosecution was 
brought. 

The misconduct was 
said to have occurred 
over a lengthy period of 
time between 2003 and 
2009. 

Mr Williams denied 
misconduct, but was not 
present or represented at 
the hearing. 

The panel ruled that 
his behaviour was a 
“serious breach of 
trust” and it was decid¬ 
ed to strike him off the 
register. 


SCARBOROUGH 
WEEKEND BREAK 

Friday 1st - 4th April 2011 



A super value break which won’t break the bank! 

Scarborough is an ideal place to stay for a short break. With its award 
winning North and South beaches and its castle overlooking the town, 
you’ll have plenty to see and do. We stay at the 
Grand Hotel Scarborough, situated overlooking 
the south bay and harbour. There is evening 
entertainment included and a games room 
with snooker, darts and a pool table. For an extra cost 
you can enjoy the Hotel’s leisure facilities. Our rooms are served by a lift 
and are en-suite with television and tea/coffee making facilities. 
Included in this fantastic value break is an excursion to the Historic 
City of York, and half day excursion to the seaside town of Whitby. 


YEOMANS CANYON TRAVEL Ltd 

Established 1920 

The Travel Centre 
Old School Lane, 

Hereford HR1 1EX 
sales@yeomanstravel.co.uk 
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DAYS 


£12400 

PER PERSON 


PRICE INCLUDES: 


To book telephone 01432 356201 


• Three Nights Dinner, Bed 
and Breakfast 

• Day Excursion to York 
and Haif Day Excursion 
to Whitby 

• Same seat, same coach, 
same driver throughout 

Return Coach Travei from: 

BRIDGEND 

COWBRIDGE 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

BARRY 

TOUR REF: 69 


Fitted Bedroom & PAY NO 
Home Office Furniture 


i;aii 

( 01656 ) 653147 

To arrange a 
FREE HOME SURVEY 



M7 FOP • 'REE HO /L COMSLLTATION 


UNBEATABLE REASONS TO BUY NOW! 1 

✓ Right nowt Our price prornee eraures lo beat all the big bnsrd 
roeonai conpanea 'Hands-Oown!^ 

/ blow mcrs choc« than • over 500 doer atyta comb^nanorts 
/ quality 18 mm cabinet oooetrucOon 

/ nstai ftjl carcass oonstruchons ihot |UBt front frairie doora!!| 

/ Fm hema maasufv 
/ Free eturtoing 30 computer piannir>g 
/ Expert fitlng by our profeasonal tradearren / cabnet makera 
/ t^ pressure sales appm^cti 


MOW FAY \‘C VAT PL JF UP TO T " 
i-^TrRF«T cR'nr 


[F[^[l[i Home Measure And Stunning 3D Computer Planning - Call 01656 653147 
our shovk/room I _ 

@ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^-- 

5-7 Brackla St ^ ^ 

Bridgend Tel: 01656 653147 

CF31 1BZ wwvv.townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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IT’S THE ‘FINAL REEL’ Rugby player tells 
AS CINEMA GROUP court of his shame 


MAKES A LAST STAND 
ON THEATRE ROYAL 

I REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


after ‘single punch’ 

REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


MEMBERS of the 
Save Our Cinema 
Association (SOCA) 
were seeking sup¬ 
port from the public 
at King Square on 
Tuesday for their 
campaign against 
the development of 
the Theatre Royal 
as an Extra Care 
facility. 

The organisation, 
which wants to restore 
the cinema to the iconic 
Barry building, put up a 
stand in the square for the 
day, and estimated they 
had seen between 230 
and 250 people who were 
sympathetic to their 
cause. 

Long time SOCA 
member Paul Sutton told 
The GEM: “The plan¬ 
ning application is now 
in from Hafod Care for 
the Extra Care facility, 
and we have now 
reached the ‘final reel’ in 
our efforts to rally sup¬ 
port. 

“Today was an oppor¬ 
tunity for people to sign 
letters of objection which 
could be presented to the 


BARRY Rail 

Centre has wel¬ 
comed a British 
built 8F locomotive, 
No 45166, which 
was shipped back to 
Bristol Docks from 
Turkey just after 
Christmas, where it 
will be stored await¬ 
ing restoration. 

The locomotive was 
shipped to Turkey dur¬ 
ing the Second World 
War to help with the 
war effort and has only 
now been repatriated 
with the permission of 
the Turkish authorities. 

John Buxton, man¬ 
aging director of 
Cambrian Transport, 
which now controls the 
Barry Rail Centre, 
said: “It was great to be 
in Barry for the arrival 
of the historically 
important 8F steam 
locomotive, which 
played an important 
part in the war effort.” 

Cambrian Transport 
has a long-term lease on 
the 100-acre Barry Rail 
Centre, which includes 
a tourist railway and 
engineering operation 
and acts as a base for 


council. It will show the 
strength of opposition to 
an Extra Care facility, 
which we believe is the 
wrong location as it is 
across the road from a 
funeral home. 

“Most people are 
opposed to Extra Care on 
the Theatre Royal site.” 

Among the objections 
the association has listed 
are: 

• The Extra Care site 
would be too far away 
from amenities residents 
would use on a regular 
basis such as banks, 
shops and doctors’ sur¬ 
geries. 

• It is an inappropriate 
location, close to a local 
undertaker’s. 

• It would be too close 
to sources of noise and 
disturbance. 

• It would generate a 
significant amount of 
additional traffic, causing 
local congestion. 

• It is excessively 
high (six storeys) and not 
in keeping with the area. 

The cinema associa¬ 
tion says that objections 
have to been submitted to 


skill training. Also this 
month Barry Rail 
Centre has taken deliv¬ 
ery of a turntable from 
the Mid Hants Railway, 
which Cambrian 

intends to install at its 
main depot site in 
Barry. 

Cambrian’s director 
of communications. Dr 
Mark Lang, comment¬ 
ed: “The facility pro¬ 
vided by the turntable 
when we have installed 
it, in conjunction with 
our mainline connec¬ 
tion, is an important 
part of our plans for 
Barry Rail Centre. 

“It will better enable 
us to secure the engi¬ 
neering, maintenance 
and servicing contracts 
we are pursuing.” 

John Buxton added: 
“This is an exciting 
time for Barry Rail 
Centre. 

“We look forward to 
continuing to develop 
both our heritage proj¬ 
ects, including our cur¬ 
rent work on the 
Fowler Tender as part 
of the Patriot project, 
and our modern engi¬ 
neering projects over 
the coming months.” 


the Vale Council by 
February 24 and adds 
that it is concerned that if 
the matter is considered 
as early as March, coun¬ 
cillors will not have had 
time to digest the objec¬ 
tions. 

Bob Armstrong, the 
association’s chairman, 
insisted: “The council is 
elected on behalf of the 
community and should 
puts its views first. 

“Councillors are mak¬ 
ing decisions for political 
reasons and not commu¬ 
nity considerations. The 
town has been neglected 
for too long.” 

He said the group 
planned to hold a public 
meeting on Februaiy 20 
at a venue to be decided. 

The group received 
support from Plaid 
Assembly candidate Dr 
Ian Johnson, who said: 
“The people of Barry 
have been let down by an 
inactive council which 
has done nothing to 
ensure that there is a cin¬ 
ema or entertainment 
complex of any sort in 
Barry. 

“Once upon a time, 
there were five cinemas 
in Barry. Now we have 
none - and nothing on 
the horizon. 

“The Theatre Royal is 
an iconic building and a 
reminder of what we are 
missing in the town. It 
shouldn’t be replaced 
with flats, however nice 
the designs look when 
drawn by an architect. 

“We all know that an 
Extra Care facility for 
older people in the town 
is much needed and that 
Barry is one of the few 
parts of Wales without 
such a facility. As a result 
of that. I’m glad that the 
One Wales government 
has been able to support 
the project. 

“However, I would 
much rather see a cinema 
on Broad Street, where it 
has been throughout our 
lives, than housing of any 
type.” 

Hafod Care argues 
that the Theatre Royal 
site is the right location 
for the 42 Extra Care 
flats, that it would be 


EILEEN 
YOUNGHUSBAND will 
be sharing her story 
‘Not An Ordinary Life’ 
as part of the 2011 
‘Untold Stories’ 

National Holocaust 
Exhibition for Wales, 
with a talk and book 
signing at Art Central in 
the County Library, 
Barry this Saturday 
(Eebruary 12). 

When Eileen volun¬ 
teered for the Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF) at 19, little did 
she know she would be 
one of the key players in 
the fight against Nazi 
bombers. 

She has written her 
book ‘Not an Ordinary 


developing a disused site 
in the town and helping 
the Vale Council meet the 
needs of people in the 
area. 

The Leader of the Vale 
Council, Coun Gordon 
Kemp pointed out that 
the decision to sell the 
site to Hafod Housing 
Association had been 
made by the owner. 

He explained: “It is 
indeed disappointing that 
the cinema in Barry 
ceased operating. 

“ It must, of course, be 
remembered that the cin¬ 
ema closed in April 2008 
when Mr Johnson's party 
were part of the then Vale 
administration. 

“The owner of the site 
then decided to sell it to 
Hafod Housing 

Association, which con¬ 
siders it to be an appro¬ 
priate site for ‘Extra Care 
housing. 

“The council is cur¬ 
rently considering a plan¬ 
ning proposal to redevel¬ 
op the Barry island fun¬ 
fair site and these pro¬ 
posals include the provi¬ 
sion of a cinema, along¬ 
side other indoor leisure 
facilities. 

“Officers are currently 
in discussions with the 
applicants on this scheme 
in the hope of coming to' 
a favourable recommen¬ 
dation, although it must 
be appreciated that the 
decision will ultimately 
be taken by the council’s 
planning committee.” 

Coun Kemp also 
stressed: “As for other 
potential sites for cine¬ 
mas, the council is very 
proactive in responding 
to enquiries from poten¬ 
tial developers and 
would welcome discus¬ 
sions with any operator 
that wants to invest in 
Barry. 

“As for the Theatre 
Royal Extra Care 
scheme, that application 
will be subject to detailed 
consultation and consid¬ 
eration in coming weeks, 
and a decision reached 
having fully considered 
all material planning 
considerations.” 


Life’ for all the young 
women who served in the 
WAAF in the Filter 
Rooms for the RAF 
Fighter Command, the 
secret nerve centres for 
the defence of Britain in 
the dark days of World 
War Two. 

A short Imperial War 
Museum Film ‘The Scope 
and Purpose of the Filter 
Room of Fighter 
Command’ will be shown 
and Eileen will talk 
about her experiences in 
the filter room. 

The talk will begin at 
2pm in Art Central 
Gallery at the County 
Library, Town Hall, King 
Square, Barry, and will 
end with a book signing 
at 3pm. 


A RUGBY player 
who threw a single 
punch which 

knocked out an 
opponent, who suf¬ 
fered a broken nose 
and a broken cheek¬ 
bone, has been sen¬ 
tenced to a commu¬ 
nity order for one 
year, and ordered to 
pay his victim 
£2,000 compensa¬ 
tion. 

Recorder David Miller 
told Luke O’Driscoll 
(24): “It is sometimes 
thought that violence on 
the playing fields is less 
serious than in a city cen¬ 
tre on a Saturday night. I 
don’t believe in that 
view.” 

He said people who 
played in contact sports 
were entitled to the view 
that those who played 
against them would not 
step over the mark. 

“Violence that does 
overstep the mark has to 
be dealt with very seri¬ 
ously to punish those 
who act violently, and to 
send out a message to 
others. 

“It was an extremely 
hard punch and you 
inflicted an injury on 
someone who didn’t 
deserve it, and he will 
feel the consequences for 
some considerable time.” 


The Recorder said 
O’Driscoll had brought 
shame upon himself and 
the sport he loved. 

O’Driscoll of 

Pencoed, Bridgend, a 
man with no previous 
convictions, admitted a 
charge of causing actual 
bodily harm to Geraint 
Blake. 

Prosecutor Sian 
Phillips said that on 
March 12, there was a 
game between Heol-y- 
Cwy and Penarth at 
Heol-y-Cwy. 

A few minutes into the 
game there was a lineout 
in the Penarth half which 
was won by Penarth, and 
there followed a rolling 
maul. 

The ball was kicked 
out of play, said Ms 
Phillips, and players 
began brawling. Mr 
Blake was not involved 
and tried to restrain the 
players. 

O’Driscoll, playing 
for the home side, ran 
towards him and deliv¬ 
ered a single punch to the 
face. 

Mr Blake fell to the 
ground unconscious and 
came round a few min¬ 
utes later. 

He suffered a broken 
nose and a broken cheek¬ 
bone, two black eyes, 
swellings and bruising. 


He was taken to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital before being 
transferred to Morriston 
Hospital, and later to the 
University Hospital of 
Wales, where two opera¬ 
tions were carried out. 

O’Driscoll was arrest¬ 
ed on April 8. He said 
there had been a fight, 
went to assist and was 
struck from behind, after 
which he acted in self- 
defence. 

In a victim impact 
statement, Mr Blake said 
he suffers flashbacks of 
the incident and c a nnot 
sleep. 

He added; “I won’t 
play rugby again.” He 
said he could not drive 
his car and the incident 
had greatly distressed his 
wife. 

He added that he had 
played for Penarth for 11 


yEars. O Dnscoll s bar¬ 
rister, Christopher Rees, 
said: “It was a single 
punch which caused a 
serious injury. 

“He over-reacted 
when a scuffle broke out 
and is now extremely 
remorseful and regretful. 

“He has played rugby 
for a number of years and 
this was totally out of 
character. He has never 
received a red card, he is 
not a dirty player.” 

Mr Rees said he would 
suffer harsh punishment 
from the Welsh Rugby 
Union. 

“He is thoroughly 
ashamed to be before the 
court and in the past he 
has been a role model for 
others.” 

In addition to the one- 
year community order, 
O’Driscoll was directed 
to carry out 200 hours 
unpaid work. 


Festival deadline 

THE deadline is fast approaching for 
entries to the South Glamorgan Festival for 
Young Musicians. 

The festival takes place on Saturday, April 30 
and Sunday, May 1, at the Cathedral School in 
Llandaff There are 52 different competitive and 
non-competitive classes for young singers and 
musicians from the ages of 5-18. 

Entry forms are available to download from the 
website www.sgyfm.org.uk. They must be complet¬ 
ed by Eebruary 21. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 






IIWtONIIillEIM 

PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurhished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


LCD & Plasma TV’s now in stock 
and on display. Also all accessories 
Hdmi leads, set top boxes, etc. 

- all at the lowest prices around!! 


OPEN: Monday- Saturday 9am -5.30pm 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • 


Rail Centre gets 
up head of steam 



Not an ordinary story 
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STITCH 
IN 

TIME 


EXCEPTIONAL PRICES 
Repairs and Alterations 


For all your sewing requirements 
(including leather and denim) 
wedding, bridesmaid dresses 

and curtain alterations 

FULLTAILORESS SERVICE 

12-14 Stuart Terrace (Next to the Post Office) 
Talbot Green CF72 8AA 

Opening Hours 

9am - 6pm Monday - Saturday 


Tel. 01443 237006 Mob. 07961 733077 


Whole of 
the Vale set 
to recycle 

F rom the week commencing 

Monday, March 21, the final stage 
of the Vale Council’s popular 
kitchen waste recycling scheme will be 
rolled out - meaning every single home 
in the Vale will be able to recycle its food 
waste conveniently each week. 

The final phase will now reach areas including 
Cowbridge, Llantwit Major and Rhoose - as well 
as villages such as Ogmore, St Brides Major, Wick, 
Wenvoe and Peterston-Super-Ely. 

Each home will receive a lockable kitchen and 
kerbside caddy, a roll of biodegradable corn- 
starched bags and a step-by-step guide to assist 
them. Separate bespoke arrangements may exist for 
those living in apartments or flats, but residents 
will be informed if this affects them. The crew will 
ensure that householders have their kitchen waste 
kit before the new collections commence. 

Coun Geoffrey Cox, cabinet member for visible 
and building services, said: “Nearly 300 tonnes of 



Get inspiration from Future Windows 


W E all know that 
staying in is the 
new going out... 
so why not make some 
changes to the look of 
your home by changing 
windows, doors or adding 
some extra space with a 


future or anger y/conserva- 
tory or maybe a garage 
conversion/extension? 

Whatever the decision, we 
deal with it all - all through one 
company. 

As a family-run company we 
understand the needs for a happy 
home, with our customer service 


being second to none. 

We don’t have any pushy 
salesmen as our products speak 
for themselves. 

We have a 10-point locking 
system - all our doors offering 
better security and more energy 
efficient - and all our locking 
systems are YALE manufactured 
as standard. 


• ALL ORANGERIES COME WITH FREE BLINDS • 

(future (9mnmries 

(^^utme Q^indom <^olutions 

Orangeries are rapidly becoming 

one the most popular ways to Future Window 

extend your home. Their robust i liH C ' 

construction offers more privacy I v4 L I w I I 

than a general Conservatory making 

extensions for extra living space,dining rooms or kitchens whilst retaining bet¬ 
ter installation and adding a modern new look to your home. The choices and 
styles available are endless, we will even design the look you desire whilst in 
your home. We have specialist designers and project managers ensuring your 
new Future Orangery receives personal attention from start to finish. 


Other services provided by Future ... 
Kitchens and interior design work, all aspects 
of PVC-U windows. Bi-folding doors etc. 
Repairs - no job to small. 



Unit 13, Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2YZ 
www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk •email; enquiries @futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


ABOVE: Cabinet Member for Visible and 
Building Services Coun Geoff Cox with Michelle 
Fitzpatrick, the Vale Council's recycling officer, 
showing some of the kitchen waste recycling kit. 


food waste was recycled by 42,000 residents dur¬ 
ing December and considering the adverse weather 
conditions during the month their efforts should be 
applauded. It shows that our scheme is being 
embraced by many of our residents, who have 
clearly followed the ethos of reduce, reuse and 
recycle.” 

Eor more information about any of the council’s 
recycling schemes visit the website at www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/recycle, telephone 01446 
700111 or email visible@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S* 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 



ovenu.co 




oveA 

oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

# Range & AGA Specialist 
I • Ovens & Hobs 

# Extractor Hoods 

# Microwave Ovens 
L# Traditional Stoves 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 




SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


Love your home... 
Love our prices! 

Special FEBRUARY offer: 
Napoli Carpet 
Durable/Stain Resistant 
6 fantastic colours 
only £8.99 per sq. mtr 
includes free fitting 

Plus: 

Orders placed in February 
receive a complimentary 
I Entrance Mat 

\ Phone or call in today 

^TOWBRIDGE FLOORING STUDIO 

42 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, CF71 7AB 


'We promise an 
immaculate clean’ 


W HY not 
make 
your new 
year’s resolution to 
have more time to 
yourself, to have a 
lovely fresh, clean 
and organised 
home, and to have 
all your cleaning 
and ironing done 
for you? 

No need to worry any 
more about picking up 
after the children, or 
getting the cleaning and 
ironing done as soon as 
you get in from work! 

Why not keep your 
precious time for relax¬ 
ing, or being with fami¬ 
ly and friends, instead 
of scrubbing and polish¬ 
ing! 

Maybe you have eld¬ 
erly relatives, who can’t 
quite manage to clean 
anymore and need a lit¬ 
tle more help. 

At Immaculate 


have friendly, profes¬ 
sional and reliable staff 
available to help. 

With competitive 
rates and hard to beat 
standards we are the 
company to call on. 

We strive for a 100 
per cent positive cus¬ 
tomer feedback and can 
tailor our services to suit 
your individual needs, 
as we know all homes 
and needs are different. 

Some customers have 
made the following 
comments; 

“No one has ever 
done as much for us in 
nine years of having 
cleaners as Immaculate 
Cleaning Services has” 
“It is an absolute 
pleasure to walk around 
the house once they 
have finished! ” 

“They really do leave 
your home 
Immaculate!” 

Call now to start 
your new year in the 
best possible way - you 


Cleaning Services we won’t be disappointed. 


• Oa Of or n%[i r data 

• Am Tarwa ClMra 

• *■. 

• Cil c# 9frm tor 1 



COMMERCIAL, 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING 
& IRONING 
SERVICES 

Covering Bridgend 
& The Vale 

Call (Bridgend) 

07999 257421 


Unit 11, C5 Business Centre, North 

Ntii vfwcdca la 


Road, Bridgend Ind. 

















































12 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, Eebruary 10th, 2011 



Celebrate Valentine’s Day 


CELEBRATING VALENTINE’S DAY? - THE RIGHT 
MOVIE CAN ALWAYS GET YOU IN THE MOOD 


it 

s to 
rat¬ 
ing Valentine’s Day 
what could be 
more traditional 
than a date at the 
movies? 

It’s a time-honoured 
ritual and it is hard to 
imagine that any couple 
haven’t, at some stage 
in their relationship, 
headed off to their local 
multi-screen. 

Of course, for our 
older readers, that trip 
would have been to a 
local cinema with a 
grandiose name such as 



Colosseum, Ritz, or 
Gaiety. Times change. 

In fact, it is common 
for some modem cou¬ 
ples to make it an 
evening at home, with 
wine, food and then an 
evening on the sofa. 

What hasn’t changed 
is that the male half of 
the couple will - per¬ 
haps just once in the 
year - give a ‘chick 
flick’ a chance. 

Some of these 
movies have crossed the 
boundaries and become 
big hits, with Richard 
Curtis appearing to have 
the magic touch when 
he followed Four 


Another exclusive 
competition in conjunction with... 

PASTURES GREEN 

(1987-: 


iuquet 

i\e! 



01446 793052 
4 Potindfield, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR, 
CF61 IDL 
www.peisturesgreenfloristco.uk 

Just answer the following question: 
How many Valentine’s Day’s have Pastures 
Green been making bouquets of love? 

Post entries to: Glamorgan Gem Ltd, Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 


Answer 

Name . . . 
Address . . 


Post Code.Tel No. 

Normal competition rules apply. Judges decision is final. 
No correspondence will be entered into. 

Closing date: Friday, 18th February. 

Winner to be announced on the ‘What’s On’ Pages 
of The GEM, 24th February edition. 


Weddings and a 
Funeral, and Notting 
Hill with Love Actually. 

A few years earlier, 
director Gary Marshall 
hit the all-time jackpot 
when he teamed Julia 
Roberts with Richard 
Gere for Pretty Woman. 

Now that was a film 
that was impossible to 
dislike - even if it 
painted a dubious pic¬ 
ture of the lifestyle of a 
hooker. 

Now, Marshall is 
back, and he has 
brought Julia with him! 

Kate Whiting has the 
details on the film: 

An all-star cast has 
been assembled for a 
new romcom, released 
in cinemas on Febmary 
12, including Ashton 
Kutcher, Jennifer 
Gamer, Jessica Biel, 
Jamie Foxx and Julia 
Roberts 

The film Valentine’s 
Day, as its name sug¬ 
gests, takes place over 
the course of what is 
supposedly the most 
romantic day in the cal¬ 
endar. 

Garry Marshall has 
also lured Anne 
Hathaway, Bradley 
Cooper, Patrick 
Dempsey, Shirley 
MacLaine, Queen 
Latifah and Taylor 
Swift (her first acting 
role) and Taylor 
Lautner. 

Through a web of 
interconnecting stories, 
the film covers a multi¬ 
tude of relationships, 
from a boy’s first crush 
to old flames, serial sin- 
gledom to unrequited 
love. 

Clearly a tme roman- 


High Street’s Beauty Clinic 
gives you the full treatment 


M ichaela 
GLASS, 
owner of 
the Beauty Clinic 


in High Street, 
Barry, has 21 
years’ experience 
in the beauty busi¬ 


ness. 

This friendly, fully 
qualihed team wel¬ 
comes both male and 
female clients, offering 
a full range of beauty 
treatments, massage, 
holistic and aro¬ 
matherapy and the 
new Minx nail art. 

The Beauty Clinic 
can also offer cosmetic 
procedures by Dr HM 
Perry, including anti¬ 
wrinkle injections, 
sculptra, restylane and 
skin peeling. 

Telephone the 
Beauty Clinic for an 
appointment on 01446 
743222. 


THE BEAUTY CLINIC 

Full range of unisex beauty and holistic therapies 
performed by fully qualified therapists. 

FEBRUARY OFFERS: 

HAVE A PARAFFIN WAX HAND TREATMENT 
AND GET A FREE FOOT TREATMENT 

20 % OFF ABH Facials: 
Suitable for oily congested skin 


OPEN: Monday & Wednesday 9am - 3pm; 
Tuesday & Saturday 9am - 5pm; 
Thursday & Friday 9am - 7pm. 


43 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 743222 


tic, Ashton Kutcher is 
cast as the florist, Reed 
Bennett, who is seen at 
the start of the film try¬ 
ing to place a ring on 
the finger of his sleep¬ 
ing girlfriend Morley 
(Jessica Alba). 

He owns a flower 
shop, which is the hub 
of romantic activity on 
Valentine's Day. 

“A florist knows 
everything. He’s got the 
inside scoop on who’s 
dating and who’s cheat¬ 
ing, because of the 
notes and messages that 
are sent with the flow¬ 
ers,” says the actor. 

Jennifer Garner, who 
has two children with 
actor husband Ben 
Affleck, plays Reed’s 
best friend Julia - and 
she’s initially sceptical 
about his engagement. 

However, she’s more 
concerned with the new 
man in her life. Dr 
Harrison Copeland, 
played by Grey’s 
Anatomy’s Dr 
McDreamy, Patrick 


Dempsey. 

“She wakes up on 
Valentine’s Day feeling 
like the happiest person 
in the world, but as the 
day goes on, her heart 
goes through some defi¬ 
nite ups and downs,” 
Gamer, 37, reveals. 

Among the entwined 
narratives of the film, 
all set in Los Angeles, 
is Anne Hathaway’s 
receptionist character 
Liz, who is moonlight¬ 
ing as a phone sex oper¬ 
ator for extra cash; 
Jamie Foxx, as a 
reporter instmcted to 
interview a pair of high 
school sweethearts (the 
two Taylors); Julia 
Roberts’ niece Emma, 
whose character Grace 
is planning to lose her 
virginity to her 
boyfriend - and Jessica 
Biel, as a publicist 
organising her annual ‘I 
Hate Valentine’s Day’ 
party for singletons. 

Julia Roberts has 
joined forces with direc¬ 
tor Garry Marshall 


exactly 20 years after he 
made her a star in 
Pretty Woman. 

Since then, she’s 
become something of a 
doyenne of romantic 
comedy, with roles in 
My Best Friend’s 
Wedding, Notting Hill 
and Runaway Bride 
(also directed by 
Marshall). But in recent 
years, she's turned to 
more serious roles. 

“It’s not that I’m 
anti-romantic comedy,” 
she insists. “I like being 
funny, I like being 
romantic, it’s just there 
aren’t that many chal¬ 
lenging scripts that are 
original or interesting, 
particularly when you're 
41. 

“The scenarios have 
to be even more inter¬ 
esting and original, 
because you can’t just 
be falling off chairs and 
you get hurt when 
you’re older. 

“Garry found this 
great script and I think 
it’s really sweet and 


refreshing and touching, 
and the part that he 
asked me to play was 
incredibly appropriate 
to my sensibilities and 
how I feel about love 
and the world.” 

While the rest of the 
characters are grounded 
in LA, Roberts and 
Bradley Cooper’s char¬ 
acters are seatmates on a 
long-haul flight back to 
the city. 

Roberts plays US 


Army Captain Kate 
Hazeltine, who is on 
short leave and flying 14 
hours to make an impor¬ 
tant rendezvous. 

Valentine’s Day sees 
pop star Taylor Swift’s 
acting debut and she 
sings too. 

Director Garry 

Marshall has paid hom¬ 
age to Pretty Woman, by 
setting a scene at a fake 
bus stop outside the 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel. 


Val's Sktwers 

Valentine Value! 

for Valentine’s Day delivery or collection 
from our large range of 
Fresh Flower Bouquets, 

Silk & Fresh Red Roses 
Teddy Bears and Silk Arrangements. 

28 BARRY ROAD, BARRY 

(Opposite Doctors Surgery) 

Telephone: 01446 747875 
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Da Gennaro 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


Lunchtime Offer 

available Tuesday to Saturday 
12 midday - 2.30pm 

1 course - £3.50; 2 courses - £6.95 

Early Supper Offer 

available Monday - Thursday 
5.30pm - 8.00pm 
2 courses - £9.95 

includes Free Drink - Bottle of Peroni, 
125ml Glass of Wine or Soft Drink 
Weekend menu served 5.30pm-10.30pm 

2 courses - £15.95; 3 courses - £17.95 

Join us on Sunday, ISthFebi^ry 

Musical 

wit^trjj^tV^o Errvis, Frank Sinatra 
Aean Martin 

Eat as Much as You Like Buffet 

CALL FOR DETAILS OF 
OUR NEXT MUSICAL NIGHT! 

^ Valentine's ^ 

Monday, 14th February 

2 Course Meal only £15.95 

3 Course Meal only £17.95 

Booking Advisable 


71 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Tel. 01446 732557 


I NEWS FROM LLANHARRY WI || 

It was a tough 
life for girls in 
domestic service 


THE February meeting 
of Llanharry WI started 
promptly with the intro¬ 
duction of Rosemary 
Scadden, who spoke 
about Welsh girls in 
domestic service during 
the depression. 


This was a Powerpoint 
presentation and members 
were shown what life was 
like from 1920 to 1940. 

Girls as young as 14 left 
their families to carry out 
domestic duties in unfamiliar 
surroundings, often starting 
at dawn and invariably fin¬ 


ishing at dusk. There were 
no modern conveniences on 
hand that we enjoy and rely 
on in this modern day, and it 
made members appreciate 
how much life has changed. 

Refreshments were provid¬ 
ed by Ros Griffiths and Vi 
Hall and the competition (a 


1920/40 memento) was won 
by Joy Brooking. 

A short business meeting 
followed and the 
January/February 
Federation newsletter and 
Glamorgan news were circu¬ 
lated. 

The lunch club arranged 


to meet on February 18 at 
the Penny Farthing, 
Llantrisant. 

The next meeting is on St 
David’s Day, March 1, when 
the talk will be ‘The day 1 
bum a million pounds!’. 

The competition will be for 
an old coin or note. JR 
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The official launch of Zenergy’s 
Llantwit Healing Huh 


Councillor Russell Downe opens 
Llantwit’s new Alternative Therapy Centre. 


Great excitement as Ant Edwards celebrates the 
launch with friends and business associates. 


ZENERGY opens new VIP 
Healing Hub in Llantwit Major. 

Councillor Russell Downe opened 
Zenergy’s VIP Healing Hub for Alterna¬ 
tive Therapies last Thursday. Zenergy is 
owned by Ant Edward, a renowned psy¬ 
chic, who is pleased to to be opening the 
Healing Hub. 

We have various therapists on hand. 
For a full list of events and services pro¬ 
vided please email us. In addition to the 
therapies Zenergy have a full calendar of 
events planned throughout the year to 
enhance their service to the community 
and to support Alternative Llantwit 
whose aim includes raising the spiritual, 
healing and creative energies in the 
town. 

Alternative Llantwit grew out of an 
idea by Ant Edwards of Zenergy and 
Julie Robinson of the Vale Women’s 
Business Network having been funded 
and supported the Vale of Glamorgan 
Creative Rural Communities group.The 
Steering Group are asking the communi¬ 
ty for their help in producing a logo 
which can promote Alternative 
Llantwit’s message. To participate call 
Zenergy for more information. 

Attention all local therapists: 

Rooms available to hire for your 
therapeutical classes. 

Excellent Rates per hour. 

01446 796411 or 07501 731872 


ZENERGYS HEALING HUB East Street, Llantwit Major 


• Psychic Readings 

• Intuitive Coaching 

• Aromatherapy Massage 

• NLP/Hypnotherapy 

• Meditation 


Email: info@zenergylife.com 


• Facial Rejuvination Treatment 

• Reflexology • Reiki 

• Crystal Massage 

• Astrology 

• Mindfulness Meditation Classes (Mondays 7pm) 


www.zenergylife.com 




Helping the 
Community 


Sort & Save working 
with iocai schoois 

The first scheme of its kind in 
Wales, Sort & Save is an initia¬ 
tive that enables people to 
earn money, for themselves or 
local community groups, from 
their recycling. 

Schools will be among the 
main beneficiaries of the proj¬ 
ect and, following the launch of 
its centre in Llandow, Sort & 

Save has signed up a number 
of local partners including 
Cowbridge Comprehensive, 

Eagleswell and St Athan pri¬ 
mary schools and Wick and 
District Playgroup. 

Mark Rollings, Sort & Save 
Project Manager said, “Since 
opening our site in Llandow 
lots of people from the area 
have joined, many of them with 
children who attend nearby 
schools. By bringing their recy¬ 
cling to us, people can earn 
points for their child's school 
that can be used to purchase 
anything from sports equip¬ 
ment to computers.” 

Sort & Save is a subsidiary 
of waste management special¬ 
ists Siteserv Recycling. 

Two months after launching 
its pilot scheme. Sort & Save signed up Cowbridge Comprehensive as its first beneficiary. 

The headteacher of Cowbridge Comprehensive, Margaret Evans said, “The fact that by tak¬ 
ing their recycling to Sort & Save, parents can raise money that will directly benefit their children 
is innovative and we are thrilled to be part of such a positive scheme.” 

The new partnerships mean local residents and businesses earn from their recycling - 
points are transferred into financial rewards. The initiative requires customers to register their 
details and bring their clean recycling to the Sort & Save centre, where points are awarded 
according to market value. 

Points are collected until the end of the year when they are either changed into cash or donat¬ 
ed to a local school, sports club or community project. 


Headteacher Margaret Evans 
with Sort & Save project 
manager Mark Rollings. 


Did Vale Council 
break even over 
Academy costs? 

I REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN | 


THE Vale Council 
has said that it spent 
less than £30,000 in 
the course of 
preparing the 
Defence Technical 
College (DTC) 
application - and 
received around 
£400,000 in fees 
from the Metrix 
consortium and the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government (WAG) 
in return.. 

The figures were 
released after Coun Rob 
Curtis asked that the 


economy and environ¬ 
ment scrutiny committee 
be informed of the cost 
to the council. He also 
asked if any of the costs 
could be reclaimed. 

The bald figures do 
not, of course, tell the 
full story, because coun¬ 
cil planning officers 
spent many hours in dis¬ 
cussions with WAG and 
Metrix in “pre-applica¬ 
tion discussions” 
something that the coun¬ 
cil insists it does for all 
applications, and which 
it does not charge for. 


The Vale Council 
report to the scrutiny 
committee says that 
“There is no legal 
process or procedure by 
which the value spent 
and officers costs associ¬ 
ated on a project can be 
claimed back or recov¬ 
ered in land use plan¬ 
ning.” 

The actual costs were 
£22,500 for transport 
consultants, and a legal 
bill of £5,638 plus VAT. 

However, the compli¬ 
cated planning applica¬ 
tions that were part of 
the DTC plan were sub¬ 
ject to hefty charges 
made by the council. 

The initial outline 
application for the DTC 
attracted a bill of 
£125,166, which was 
paid for by the Metrix 
consortium, although 
Metrix did receive cash 
from the Westminster 
Government to help 
progress the DTC proj¬ 
ect. More detailed appli¬ 
cations lodged a year 
later hit the ‘maximum’ 
figure of £250,000. 

Planning applications 
relating to relocating the 
number 4 School of 
Technical Training 
added up to just over 
£26,000, while the DTC 
team had to pay the Vale 
Council £5,300 for the 
planning of 21 ponds 
and six bat houses! 

The report goes on to 


say that the council 
should not regard the 
officer time as wasted, 
because the MoD is still 
reviewing its defence 
training requirements, 
and St Athan remains a 
contender. 

The council is contin¬ 
uing to press the case for 
St Athan. The report 
notes that a decision on 
the future of training is 
still expected towards 
the end of March this 
year. 

Coun Rob Curtis, 
who requested the 
report, said that he was 
disappointed at the lack 
of detail, and said that he 
would have wanted to 
know the cost of the 
officer time. 

He said: “I suppose 
that as it was the 
Conservative govern¬ 
ment that axed Metrix as 
the preferred bidder, it 
was unlikely that a 
Conservative council 
would provide figures 
that would embarrass 
them.” 

He did, however, 
agree that there was no 
mechanism to try and 
reclaim any of the offi¬ 
cer time costs. 

He added: “We in the 
Labour party still want 
this project to go ahead - 
even if it is scaled down, 
and I will be hoping for 
some better news in 
March, so I am in agree¬ 
ment with the Vale 
Council on that one!” 


THIS KEY FOB’S 
OWNER SOUGHT 


POLICE are trying to identify the owner of 
this automatic key fob, recovered following 
the arrest of a man from Penarth charged 
with burglaries. 

The black square fob on a key-ring has four sec¬ 
tions each numbered from 1-4 using raised dots. 

Contact DS Julian Kerslake at Barry CID on 
01446 731606, or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 
for further information. 
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Local Business Limelight 

PENCOED PROFILE 


PENCOED’S COMMUNITY PLAN TO 
MAKE THE MOST OF ITS ASSETS AS 
THE ‘GATEWAY TO BRIDGEND’ 



ABOVE: 

The angel on Pencoed’s 
war memorial keeps watch over 
the town square. 



Allan 

Williams 

Landscape 

AND 

Garden 
Maintenance 

★ Turf La5ang 

★ Shrub Planting 

★ Garden Maintenance 

07866 992 143 
01656 864 629 


IF there is one 
thing that you 
can say with con¬ 
fidence about 
Pencoed, it is that 
people don’t 
realise how big it 
is... 

With a population 
of more than 12,000, 
it moved up from a 
village to a town 
some time ago. 

Nowadays, its 
roots as a small min¬ 
ing community seem 
very distant - apart 
from the Miners’ 
Welfare Hall, of 
course. 

The current town 
mayor, Coun Jim 


PHILIP IRWIN on the village 
that became a town! 


Hancock, told The 
GEM that the town 
sees itself as “the 
gateway to 
Bridgend” and is 
determined to make 
the most of its assets 
and grow as a result. 

Coun Hancock 
said: “I think our 
prime asset is our 
proximity to the M4, 
and this is good in 
terms of attracting 
new businesses to the 
area, and for people 
who live in the town. 

“As a result, we 
have attracted local 
employers, such as 


Sony and Johnson 
and Johnson, who 
recently opened a 
high tech medical 
facility just outside 
the town. 

“We have also seen 
the Bocam develop¬ 
ment bring a number 
of businesses into the 
area, and a five star 
hotel could be the lat¬ 
est addition.” 

He added: “I think 
that the hotel interest 
is due to Pencoed’s 
good links to all of 
south Wales. 

“It would be an 
ideal base for 


Make sure that your 
farrier is registered 


U NDER the 
Farriers 
Registration 
Act 1975, it is ille¬ 
gal for any person 
other than a regis¬ 
tered farrier, 
apprentice or vet to 


shoe a horse. 

Any owner know¬ 
ingly allowing an 
unregistered person 
to shoe their horse is 
aiding and abetting 
an illegal act. 

Ask your farrier to 


li 

Brian & Mika 
Hughes 



NOWON : 01656 865012 
‘Horsepower’ specialists! 


show you their 
annual registration 
card and check their 
vehicle windscreen 
for a sticker. 

If they don’t have 
them - they are not 
registered. 

Owners using 
unregistered farriers 
are compromising 
their horses’ welfare, 
and any lameness 
caused would not be 
covered by any 
insurance. 

www.farrier- 

reg.gov.uk 


tourists.” 

The town council 
itself has been work¬ 
ing with Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) to 
develop a regenera¬ 
tion strategy for the 
town centre. 

There are high 
hopes that the result 
will be more new 
retail outlets which 
will complement the 
existing wide variety 
of shops. 

The town also has 
excellent railway con¬ 
nections, and has put 
in place a park and 
ride scheme by 
draining marsh land 
not far from the rail¬ 
way station. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 15) 


'Abacus" 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

. 0791 808 48 80 , 



} R Phillips 



• Covering all areas 
• Trial 2 hours - only £30 

' Everything covered from 
start to finish 


Tel: RANDAL 07885 492424 
(Mobile) 07759 981546 
for day/evening lessons. 


Tel: RICHARD 
(Mobile) 07874 052493 
for evening/weekend lessons. 
^^^^w^jrpBIHipssxon^^" 


PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and busi¬ 
ness clients. For new computers, laptops, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, internet 
problems, come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually within a day of your call. 

If you buy a new PC or laptop, data transfer, dehvery 
and set up in your home or office is included in the price. 

So whatever you need for your computer, try: 

PCofMind, Llantwit Major 01446 796171 
or Pencoed 01656 860773. 


New Systems from £485 
Laptops from £349 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs and laptops also available | 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 v\ww.pcofmind.biz 


i 


Pencoed residents can collect 
their copy of The GEM from: 

Costcutter (Murco) Garage, Coychurch Road; 
Co-Op Store, Pen Y Bont Road; 
Premier Newsagents, Pen Y Bont Road; 
Thomas Grocery Stores, 99 Hendre Road; 
Pencoed Library, Pen Y Bont Road; 
Spar Store, Bryn Cae, Llanharan 
Pencoed Leisure Centre 
Spar, Williams St, Brynna 
Spar,Verlands Road 
Janice Gregory, 44a Pen Y Bont Road 

OR READ ONLINE FOR FREE AT 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


WE WELCOME YOUR NEWS AND 


ITEMS. 


Home Solutions 

to all the questions! 


P RIORY 
Home 

Solutions was 
founded in 2003, 
with the aim of 
offering a complete 
package - provid¬ 
ing customers with 
a one-to-one serv¬ 
ice, state-of-the-art 
design and expert 
installation. 

Visit our website for 
a dash of inspiration, 
and to further assist, 
we also offer a free 
no-obligation design 
and quotation service 


to suit every budget 
and requirement. 

Our kitchen show¬ 
room, based just off 
junction 35 of the M4, 
although modest, gives 
customers the oppor¬ 
tunity to view the 
product quality and to 
meet our designer, 
Paula, who can trans¬ 
form any living space 
beyond your wildest 
dreams. 

Priory Home 
Solutions can be found 
at 16 Coychurch Road, 
Pencoed. Telephone 
01656 860077. 
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Local Business Limelight 

PENCOED PROFILE 


Pencoed's Hollywood link 
- all thanks to ALFIE! 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 14) 

That aforementioned five 
star hotel could, of course, 
also cater for the occasional 
film star and film crew, as 
the ‘Valleywood’ studios, just 
a few miles away, are now 
being used more and more 
frequently. 

In fact, the town’s unoffi¬ 
cial ambassador, rugby inter¬ 


national Gareth Thomas, 
revealed last week that he 
had brought film star Mickey 
Rourke to Pencoed just a few 
weeks ago - scouting loca¬ 
tions for a possible film 
based on ‘Alfie’s’ life. 

Thomas passed on this 
news to a surprised audience 
on Radio 5 last Thursday, 
when Pencoed Rugby Club 
hosted a ‘question time’ for 


two hours on the station, 
with Matt Dawson, Gareth 
Edwards, Brian Moore, and 
Phil Vickery. 

With national exposure on 
one of the most-popular 
radio stations, Pencoed’s pro¬ 
file is clearly on the up and 
up, and the future for the 
town is clearly heading in the 
same direction! 


New Management Opening Offer! 

20% OFF UNTIL 31ST MARCH 



[F(a)[^'ir(!I)[®[l KI(a)CI)L 

Chinese Take Away 
Orde r Mea ls Over: 

£5 ^^^Poppadoms (2) 

£10 ^j^g tfePrawn Crackers 
+ Spring Rolls (5) 

£20 ^ jJjffe RnttlP of Soft Drink 
+ Spring Roll (5) 

£30^|J|§^Coke + Prawn Crackers 
+ Spring Rolls (5) 

WANT FREE £10 CHINESE FOOD? 

Just Collect 5 Pieces of Voucher to redeem your 
Free £10 Chinese Food in a Single Order. 

One Voucher will be given per order over £20 
(not including delivery charge). We reserve the rights 
to withdraw the promotion at anytime. 

Terms and conditions apply. 

“S ORDERS WELCOME 01656 863664 

I HOME DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE | 

16 COYCHURCH ROAD, PENCOED, BRIDGEND CF35 5NG 


The Celtic Knot 
Y Cwlwm Celtaidd 



Welsh gift ideas including tartans 
and rugby mementos 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

Jewellery _ 

Carrie Elspeth ^ofiin 

Handmade in Wales 

9a Penybont Road, PENCOED CF35 5PY 
Tel 01656 865333 Ffon 
For that special gift! 

Also call into our I.Q. Schoolwear Shop 
5a Penybont Road, PENCOED 
Tel 01656 865609 
CROESO IBAWB! 


Amy’s BBC role 

PENCOED Comprehensive School has 
enjoyed great success with its school 
musical productions in recent years. 

One former pupil has just finished starring in 
a prime time BBC show - Bakers Boys - which 
ran at 9pm on Sunday. 

Amy Morgan played Shelley, the secretary at 
Valley Bara, the bakers that were bought out and 
run as a co-operative after the parent company 
went bust. 

She starred alongside established actors such 
as Eve Myles (Torchwood) and Matthew 
Gravelle. 

The three-part series, written by Bridgend 
playwright Gary Owen, finished last Sunday on 
a cliff-hanger - followed by an announcement 
that the series would soon be back. 

Still in her early 20s, Amy regularly played 
lead roles for both Pencoed Comprehensive and 
the Bridgend Youth Theatre (BYT). 

She was Anita in the school’s memorable West 
Side Story, and played Kathy Seldon (the Debbie 
Reynolds role) in the BYT’s Singing in the Rain. 

After leaving school, she spent three years 
studying at the royal Welsh College of Music and 
Drama, and has made her mark quickly. 

He roles so far have included appearances in 
The Royal (ITV), Crash (BBC Wales) and work 
with Theatre Clwyd. 


UNISEX HAIR STYLIST AND HAIR 
REPLACEMENT SPECIALIST 


Heather is 
now joined by 
Claire (Bunty) 
a former 
Cowbridge 
stylist. 

Colour Herbe & 
Redken stockist 


Cut and Finish: £28.50 - £33 (Heather) 

_ £26.50 - £29.50 (Claire) 

Colouring: (excludes cut & finish) 
Highlights/lowlights - full head £38 
- with tint £45 
Half head foils - £26 

Roots only with colour shine - £22.50 

OPEN: Mon 9am-4.30pm, Tue, Wed, Fri 9am-5.30pm, 
Thur 9am-8pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm 

6a Pen-Y-Bont Road, PENCOED CF35 5RA 

www.inspirationwigs.co.uk • 01656 859528 
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Discount on Colours/ 
Foils/Cut & Finish. 

V Offer valid 10th Feb-14th April 2011 


Jolly new home wanted! 


THIS WEEK, a Bridgend Dogs 
Trust spokeswoman reports on 
‘Jolly’: 

“Jolly is a gorgeous three-year-old 
black Labrador cross. She is a fantas¬ 
tic, young dog - very playful and 
bouncy. She can be nervous when first 
meeting you, so will take a few visits 
from her potential adopters before 
being rehomed, but you won’t be dis¬ 
appointed once she trusts you! 


“She gets on with other dogs, and 
would be happy living with another 
well socialised dog. She is active and 
her favourite game is fetch. Can you 
be her friend for life? 

Anyone interested in Jolly, should 
call 01656 725219, or visit Dogs 
Trust, Court Colman, Pen-y-Fai„ open 
Tuesday-Sunday 12pm-4pm. See more 
pictures of Jolly, and some of her 
friends at www.dogstrust.org.uk 
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Cuts are planned for 
in day care services 


CHANGES in the 
way that the Vale 
Council organises 
day care are on the 
way - as a result of 
the cuts that are 
being demanded by 
tbe UK government. 

Day care services for 
adults are provided by 
the Vale Council for 
older people; older peo¬ 
ple with dementia-relat¬ 
ed illnesses; adults with 
a learning disability; and 
adults with a physical 
disability. 

The counclTs social 
services directorate has 
conducted a review, 
including measuring the 
use made of the two cen¬ 
tres which offer day care 
for frail older people, 
Rondel House in Barry 
and Gardenhurst in 
Penarth. 

The review was pre¬ 
sented to the scrutiny 
committee for social care 
and health on Monday 
(February 7). 

The council’s review 
says that the Rondel 
House was used at 
between 38 per cent and 
43 per cent of its capaci¬ 
ty over a three-year peri¬ 
od. 

In the case of 
Gardenhurst, the figures 
over the same three-year 
period went from 25 per 
cent to 31 per cent. 

The council report 
says that the level of 
usage has been consis¬ 
tent and it is unlikely to 
increase, despite rising 
numbers of older people 
in the population. 

As a result, it is pro¬ 
posed that the two cen¬ 
tres should be merged to 
provide a single day 
service resource for 
older people in Rondel 
House. 

Some building works 
will be required to 
ensure that the merged 
centre can provide the 
support required. 

The re-organisation 
will also include people 
with a learning or a 
physical disability. 

At the moment, peo¬ 
ple with a physical dis¬ 
ability use Hen Goleg in 
Barry, a building that the 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


council does not own 
and which costs £65,000 
a year to lease. 

People with a learning 
disability attend centres 
at Woodlands, Castle 
Avenue, and The HUB, 
all in Barry, and at 
SORTED in Penarth, 
where the council pays 
£27,500 to lease the 
premises. 

Under the proposed 
changes, all the Penarth 
users of SORTED would 
transfer to Hen Goleg, 
and the council would 
then save the £27,500 in 
rent. 

The report says that 
Hen Goleg is a large 
building that can be 
adapted to enable the 
service to operate with¬ 
out disrupting the other 
day services provided on 
the site. 

Next, the learning dis¬ 


ability day service oper¬ 
ating on the Woodlands 
site in Barry will be 
transferred to 

Gardenhurst in Penarth - 
meaning that the 
Woodlands site will be 
declared surplus to 
requirement, reverting 
back to the Vale Council. 

The report points out 
that in July 2007, the 
Vale Council cabinet 
approved a report recom¬ 
mending that the build¬ 
ing in Woodlands Road 
should be declared sur¬ 
plus to requirements 
because of its poor state 
of repair, and also that 
the day service within 
the building be relocated. 

The report says that 
the Gardenhurst centre 
can be adapted to enable 
the service to provide the 
level of support required. 

It states that staffing 


costs would be reduced 
by £33,000. The change 
in staffing could be 
achieved from vacancies 
within the current estab¬ 
lishment. 

The transfer of the 
SORTED service will 
reduce council costs by 
£27,500 per annum 
because the lease on the 
current property will be 
terminated. 

Work will be required 
on three properties to 
ensure that the buildings 
can meet new service 
specifications. 

The estimated cost of 
the work is £185,000, 
which represents 

£80,000 for Hen Goleg, 
£38,000 for Rondel 
House and £67,000 for 
Gardenhurst. 

A grant bid of 
£118,000 is being made 
to the Barry 
Regeneration Area fund 
for the works at Rondel 
House and Hen Goleg. 


Disabled kayaker 
looks for sponsors 


A TALENTED 
Barry kayaker 
hopes to win gold 
for Wales and 
Great Britain - but 
is struggling to 
raise the remaining 
sponsorship he 
needs to make his 
Olympics dream a 
reality. 

James Savory of the 
Waterfront, Barry, is one 
of the GB team going 
into this competition for 
people with learning dis¬ 
abilities which takes 
place in Athens in June 
and July. 

But the 27-year-old, 
who has a learning dis¬ 
ability and is registered 
disabled, will only join 
the 9,000 other athletes 
competing at the games 
- including three from 
the Vale and 16 from 
throughout Wales - if he 
can add to the £500 
already raised towards 
the cost of training, 
transportation, accom¬ 
modation and sport kit. 



James, a member of 
Special Olympics 
kayaking club who train 
regularly at Cosmeston 
Lakes, said: “It’s an 
honour to be selected 
and I would be very 
proud to represent my 
country. 

“Sport is my life, I am 
training every evening 
and at weekends, as I do 
volunteer work in the 
daytime. I have paid 
£500 so far, which was 
my own money, so I just 


hope that I can raise the 
remaining £1,5001 need. 

Andrew Beynon, 
kayaking head coach for 
Special Olympics GB 
said: “We need to raise 
the awareness of the 
Special Olympics and its 
athletes, who train as 
hard as any other athlete 
who represents their 
country; we are often 
confused with the 
Paralympics, which does 
not help. 

“James has an excel¬ 
lent chance of repeating 
his success at the 2003 
games in Dublin, where 
he won three gold, a sil¬ 
ver and a bronze medal 
in gymnastics.” 

If you would like to 
make a donation to 
James, contact him on 
01446 749144 or email 
James @ dahenol.fsnet. co 
.uk. 

Alternatively, you can 
make a donation to the 
Special Olympics Wales 
Team by calling 0780 
316 5581. 


Don’t 

T he referen¬ 
dum on the 
law-making 
powers of the 
National Assembly 
for Wales will take 
place on March 3 
and by now, your 
readers should have 
received our book¬ 
let explaining the 
referendum ques¬ 
tion and how to 
take part in the 
poll. 

To vote in the referen¬ 
dum, voters need to be 
registered to vote by 
Wednesday, February 
16. This is especially 
important if you have 
moved home recently 
and may have fallen off 
the register. 

Registering to vote is 
simple and takes only a 
few minutes. Your read- 


miss out on your vote! 


ers can go to 
www.aboutmyvote. co. uk 
to print off a registration 
form or obtain for more 
information. 

Kay Jenkins 
(Head of the Electoral 
Commission Wales) 

B YDD y refferend- 
wm ar bwerau 
deddfu Cynulliad 
Cenedlaethol Cymru yn 
cael ei gynnal ar 3 
Mawrth. 

Erbyn hyn, mi ddylai 
eich darllenwyr wedi 
derbyn ein llyfryn wybo- 
daeth yn esbonio cwesti- 
wn y refferendwm a sut i 
gymryd rhan. 

I bleidleisio yn y ref¬ 
ferendwm, mae angen i 
bleidleiswyr cofrestru i 
bleidleisio erbyn dydd 
Mercher 16 Chwefror. 
Mae hyn yn arbennig o 
bwysig os ydych wedi 
symud ty yn ddiweddar, 
ac efallai wedi disgyn 
oddi ar y gofrestr. 


Mae cofrestru i blei¬ 
dleisio yn syml ac yn 
cymryd ond ychydig o 
funudau. Gall eich darl¬ 
lenwyr fynd i www.fymh- 
leidlaisi.co.uk i argraffu 


ffurflen gofrestm neu am 
ragor o wybodaeth. 

Kay Jenkins 
(Pennaeth y Comisiwn 
Etholiadol) 


Llamau charity 
shares windfall 


THE Llamau home¬ 
lessness charity is to 
share in a £428,000 
windfall. 

The cash was raised 
by Guardian and 
Observer readers in a 
Christmas appeal for 
charities that work with 
disadvantaged teenagers 
and young adults. 

The sum will be dis¬ 
tributed equally among 
10 projects that help 
youngsters held back by 
poverty, chaotic family 
backgrounds, low educa¬ 


tional attainment, addic¬ 
tion and mental illness. 

Llamau chief execu¬ 
tive, Frances Beecher, 
said: “This is the most 
amazing news and has 
come at such an oppor¬ 
tune time. 

“In view of the cuts 
we are facing, we are 
looking carefully at 
where the money will be 
most useful, and will use 
it to maintain a frontline 
service that we might 
otherwise have had to 
reduce or cut.” 
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PLAN FOR HOMES AT 
OGMORE CENTRE 
TRUST TURNED DOWN 


A controversial plan 
to build houses on 
the former Ogmore 
Camp at Ogmore- 
by-Sea has been 
thrown out by Vale 
Council planners. 

The application, to 
build 84 houses on the 
site, aroused huge oppo¬ 
sition within the village. 

However, a second 
application from Wig 
Each Properties to build 
more than 80 houses on 
an adjoining site was 
granted at an earlier 
meeting, so the village is 
set to increase in size in 
any case. 

Vale councillors 
moved to reject the 
application at their meet¬ 
ing in December but the 
item was adjourned until 
February for suitable 
reasons for rejection to 
be worked out. 

The scheme would see 
the demolition of the old 
Ogmore residential edu¬ 
cation centre which saw 
generations of children 
from all over Glamorgan 
have the chance of a hol¬ 
iday by the seaside. 

They also attended 
courses in music, orches¬ 
tral instruments, art, 
drama and a host of other 
subjects. 

In recent years, the 
centre, which was inher¬ 
ited by Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

(BCBC) from the former 
Mid Glamorgan County 


Council, had been oper¬ 
ated by a private contrac¬ 
tor. 

This firm 
Kingswood Leisure and 
Learning - wanted to 
continue and was willing 
to invest its own money 
to upgrade the buildings 
when BCBC decided to 
pull the plug and sell off 
the site for housing. 

The application for 
planning consent was 
made by BCBC after it 
commissioned consult¬ 
ants to draw up a devel¬ 
opment brief. 

The main access to the 
site would be through 
Somerset View, which 
caused grave concern to 
residents of the village. 

In a report to last 
week’s planning meet¬ 
ing, members were told 
that if they wished to 
turn the application 
down, it was essential to 
have “sound and defensi¬ 
ble” reasons for refusal 
so that a successful 
defence could be put up 
at any future possible 
appeal. 

Officers stated that it 
is crucial the council 
does not lay itself open 
to a possible claim for 
costs at that appeal. 

Concerns that arose at 
the December meeting 
included the access, the 
density of the develop¬ 
ment, its appearance and 
the failure of the appli¬ 
cant to justify why the 
former education centre 
was no longer viable. 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


especially as Kingswood 
wanted to carry on pro¬ 
viding this service and 
has written to the council 
expressing that view. 

Officers said that the 
access via Somerset 
View entailed using a 
residential street. 

The old camp never 
used this access and used 
instead Hazelwood but 
BCBC is reluctant to use 
this access because of 
land ownership issues. 

Officers pointed out 
that the decision to grant 
consent for the other 
housing development, on 
the old caravan site, 
means that Hazelwood 
will have to be 
improved, which also 
means that an alternative 
access would be avail¬ 
able. 

The officers state that 
BCBC has given insuffi¬ 
cient consideration to the 
alternative access 
arrangements that could 
be made. 

Using Somerset View 
for access would be 
detrimental to the ameni¬ 
ties of the existing occu¬ 
pants of this and nearby 
streets because of exces¬ 
sive traffic, acceleration 
and braking noise as a 
result of the steepness of 
the street and the bends. 

The letter from 
Kingswood indicated 



Re-fit Double Glazing, Repairs and Installation, are 
pleased to announce their return to trading in the 
Bridgend and surrounding areas. 

The business was originally set up by Mr Phillip Diamond and 
after many years of successful trading, the last several being in 
Bridgend indoor market. Phil then suffered a very serious injury, 
which resulted in him having to cease trading from the market. 

Fortunately his son, Richard Diamond, has stepped in to res¬ 
urrect what was a very successful business. Mr Diamond stated 
that he was very proud that Richard had decided to take over 
where he had left off, and that Bridgend county was possibly the 
only area with this 
unique father and 
son, second gener¬ 
ation of locksmiths 
and double glazing 
repair specialists. 

He went on to 
say that between 
them there is 60 
years experience. 

Now Richard 
can offer a very 
specialized and 
knowledgeable 
service to all the 
people from the 
valleys to the Vale. 


^ RE%FIT 

(Established Family Business) 


Installation 


Repair 
Specialists 


Why renew when you can repair! 
•Windows • Hinges & Locks 
•Handles •Doors (Upvc lock specialists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 


they wished to run the 
centre as sole operators 
and included a commit¬ 
ment to invest in the site 
and upgrade it. 

The report added: 
“Kingswood state that 
the centre would be a 
viable residential institu¬ 
tion, as there is market 
demand for such a facili¬ 
ty.” 

BCBC has stated that 
since the centre closed in 
2006, the council had 
explored various options 
for the site. 

A survey of head 
teachers in 2008 
revealed that most were 
not using the facility and 
its use by local schools 
before the closure had 
fallen significantly. 

They stated that it was 
more used by schools 
from other areas in the 
UK who were prepared 
to pay higher charges 
than local schools. 

The council wants to 
raise capital by selling 
the site and Kingswood 
could bid for it even if 
planning consent for 
housing was granted. 

The reports states that 
a further letter from 
Kingswood was sent in 
January to all members 
of the planning commit¬ 
tee, stating it was their 
intention to try and nego¬ 
tiate with BCBC over a 
future educational use of 
the site. 

Officers state that 
while the Ogmore Centre 
Trust, which initially ran 
the centre, failed to make 
it profitable, Kingswood, 
which had been brought 
in by them, appear to be 
clear that it could be 
made to work financial¬ 
ly- 

The officers point out 
that if it re-opened, it 
could provide local 
employment. However, a 
“significant” amount of 
investment would be 
needed to bring it up to a 


reasonable standard. 

Planners state that it 
does not appear that 
BCBC has proved that 
all avenues for re-use of 
the site for education 
purposes have been 
explored. 

St Bride’s Major 
Community Council and 
borough member Audrey 
Preston have both point¬ 
ed out that that camp had 
been used for communi¬ 
ty activities by residents 
of Ogmore. There could 
be an argument of justi¬ 
fying its retention as a 
community facility. 

A reason for refusal 
would be that that there 
would be an unaccept¬ 
able loss of a community 
facilities and would be 
detrimental to the com¬ 
munity life and fabric of 
the village. 

The committee agreed 
to refuse the application 
on the two grounds stat¬ 
ed. 

The decision has been 
welcomed by Vale AM 
Jane Hutt. She said that 
she had raised her con¬ 
cerns about what hap¬ 
pened at the December 
meeting with Vale offi¬ 
cers and a minister at the 
Welsh Assembly. 

She added: “At last, 
Ogmore by Sea residents 
have seen that their 
views, based on sound 
evidence, have been 
respected and recognised 
and those councillors 
who backed them in 
December were able to 
see their vote against the 
development fully 
recorded last week.” 

She said that she 
would now be looking to 
see the centre become 
once again a valued cen¬ 
tre for children and 
young people’s s educa¬ 
tion. 


Post office sends 
apologies for 
Maesteg closure 


THE Post Office 
has apologised to 
the public in 
Maesteg for the 
temporary and 
unscheduled closure 
of their office in 
Talbot Street on 
Monday morning. 

The office remained 
closed for several hours, 
owing to a power cut. 
However, residents, who 
were left queuing out¬ 
side, were fuming 
because nobody put a 
sign on the door to 
explain what was hap¬ 
pening. 

One pensioner, who 
asked not to be named, 
said that the Post Office 
needed to learn a lot 
about communicating 
with its customers. 

“There were a number 


of people outside the 
post office at about 
10.30am. Nobody knew 
what was happening. 

The rest of the town cen¬ 
tre was functioning nor¬ 
mally so we were 
unaware that there was a 
power cut to them. 

“Everybody was left 
standing around like 
lemons and in the end I 
went home. The least 
they could have done 
was to have explained 
what was happening.” 

The GEM raised this 
with the Post Office who 
said that they would pass 
on those comments to 
the manager in Maesteg. 

There have been a 
number of closures of 
this post office over the 
past year - some caused 
by the fact that it ran out 
of money. 
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ABOVE: 

Friends of Louise Evans and Tom Padden prepare to scatter 
the ashes. (Photographs by KEITH E MORGAN). 


Touching tribute 
to crash victims 



ABOVE: The waves which lashed the other side 
of the breakwater - perhaps only 60 yards from 
the point where the ashes were scattered. 




J 


HIGH winds did 
not prevent family 
and friends per¬ 
forming a touching 
tribute to the three 
Porthcawl victims 
of a crash on the 
M4 

While waves lashed 


the breakwater at 
Porthcawl harbour, a 
team of RNLI volun¬ 
teers scattered the 
ashes of Louise Evans 
(22), Thomas Padden 
(20) and Thomas’ 
father, Stephen (56) on 
the relatively calm 
waters on the other 
side. 


October is start 
date for outdoor 
Maesteg market 


Nevertheless, the 
size of the waves 
breaking over barrier 
meant that no one was 
allowed on the pier. 

A short service, per¬ 
formed by Canon 
Philip Masson, was 
followed by the 
launching of the life 
boat, which was 
crewed by friends of 
Louise and Thomas. 

As the ashes were 
scattered, a series of 
maroons were set off 
from the old signal sta¬ 
tion. 


WORK on the new 
outdoor market in 
Maesteg is due to 
start in October and 
will last a year. 

The council is still car¬ 
rying out consultations 
on the final design, 
which has not yet been 
unveiled. 

Assurances have been 
given that the £2.5m 
scheme will include 
work to create an 
enclosed waiting area 
adjacent to the drivers’ 
mess room. 

The pavements in the 
bus station will be re¬ 
paved and kerbs will be 
raised for easier access to 
the buses. Pinal details 
will be agreed with the 
bus operators. 

However, tentative 
plans to create a new 
entrance for Maesteg 
Town Hall from the mar¬ 
ket area have been 
dropped, as they do not 
form part of Phase 4 of 
the Maesteg 

Regeneration scheme. 

The new outdoor mar¬ 
ket will be secured at 
night using the existing 
gates that front Talbot 


Street and by new gates 
on the bus station side. 

Criticism by outdoor 
traders that the new stalls 
being proposed would be 
prefabricated plastic 
“boxes” has prompted a 
response from BCBC 
that consultation on the 
detailed design of the 
market buildings will 
commence shortly. 

The final design of the 
market and buildings will 
then have to go through a 
planning process which 
will take into account its 
location adjoining two 
listed buildings within a 
conservation area. 

The scheme will also 
include attempts to 
improve integration 
between the bus station 
and railway station in the 
town by installing better 
signage, encouraging the 
operators to share travel 
information and improv¬ 
ing the route between the 
two stations - subject to 
land ownership issues. 

The railway station is 
located next to the 
Somerfield store car park 
on Castle Street. This has 
just been taken over by 
Asda. 


Mss 
Vale’ is 
set for 
Pavilion 

TOMORROW, 
(Friday, February 
11) sixteen young 
women will take to 
the stage at The 
Grand Pavilion 
Porthcawl in the 
hope of being 
crowned Miss Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

Another 12 entrants 
will contest the Miss 
Bridgend contest, and 
both winners will be 
announced on the night. 

The event is all in a 
good cause - competitors 
do their best to raise 
funds for the south Wales 
charity The Joshua 
Eoundation which sup¬ 
ports children with can¬ 
cer. 























Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 17 


Thursday, Eebruary IQth, 2011 _ 

Local man set 
fire to jail cell 
in food protest 


AN inmate set fire 
to his cell - because 
he didn’t like the 
food at Parc Prison, 
Bridgend. 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that his fellow 
inmate was so overcome 
by smoke, security offi¬ 
cers had to administer 
oxygen. 

Russell Crowe (18) of 
Barry was sentenced to 
two years five months in 
a young offender institu¬ 
tion. 

He admitted causing 
actual bodily harm and 
arson, being reckless as 
to whether life would be 
endangered. 

Judge Nicholas Cooke 
said: “I have no alterna¬ 
tive but to impose a cus¬ 
todial sentence, which 
has to be of some length. 

“Arson in a prison is 
extremely serious. It is a 
sorry story, but I am not 
going to throw the key 


KEYBOARDS, 
bricks, blinds, vinyl 
records, pet faeces 
and even a live bird 
have all been found 
in recycling con¬ 
tainers in Bridgend 
county borough. 

Coun John 

Spanswick, cabinet 
member for resources, 
and BCBC’s ‘biodiversi¬ 
ty champion’, said: 

“The good news is 
most residents are 
wholeheartedly behind 
the new recycling 
scheme, which means 
we are diverting huge 
amounts of waste from 
landfill. 

“The bad news is that 
some residents are not 
yet on board, so we real¬ 
ly want to do more to 
help convince them of 
the benefits. 

“Then there are the 
more unusual items left 
for recycling which are 
probably done in good 
faith, but are not quite 


Domino and Doodles 
are two brothers aged 
4 years, 9 months who 
have been neutered 
and are fully vacci¬ 
nated. 

Domino and Doodles 
have never been out¬ 
side and need to be 
rehomed as indoor 
cats. 

Both have found it 
overwhelming being in 
the Bridgend Cats 
Protection Adoption 
Centre, a spokes¬ 
woman reports - and 
can be quite shy at 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


away.” 

He said he was not of 
the view that Crowe was 
irredeemable, but he 
added:” If he carries on 
in this way, the time will 
come when he will be 
locked up indefinitely.” 

He added: “You are in 
serious trouble if you 
light a fire in prison. I 
realise you have a back¬ 
ground which didn’t give 
you much of a choice in 
life. 

“If you want to spend 
most of your life in 
prison, that could be 
arranged.” 

Prosecutor Jane 
Rowley said that on 
April 12, Crowe and oth¬ 
ers went to a flat in Barry 
and during an incident a 
17-year-old was pushed 
down the stairs and was 
knocked out. 


what we are asking for.” 

BCBC said it is now 
in Wales’ top five recy¬ 
cling counties - com¬ 
pared to 21st out of 22 
local authorities in 2008. 

However, the sus¬ 
pended waste and recy¬ 
cling collections services 
caused by the icy weath¬ 
er in December showed 
that a minority of resi¬ 
dents were still putting 
all their waste into land¬ 
fill sacks. 

Not only does this 
mean the items are not 
being recycled, but those 
residents are only having 
their waste collected 
each fortnight instead of 
having the majority of it 
collected weeldy. 

The council reported 
that whole window 
panes, toasters and ket¬ 
tles, toys, toilet seats, 
coathangers, TV sets, 
saucepans, paint rollers, 
shotgun shells, were 
among unusual items left 
for recycling but which 
can’t be collected. 


first, but quickly come 
around, especially at 
food times! 

“Once they get to 
know you, they are 
very affectionate and 
loving cats. 

“When Doodles and 
Domino came to us in 
September 2010 they 
had bad eyes, which 
have been treated and 
they are now ready to 
find a loving new home. 

“They are the 
longest staying pair of 
cats in the centre.” 
Contact Cats Protection 
on 01656 724396. 


He was later treated at 
University Hospital of 
Wales for bruising, 
swellings and a hip 
injury. 

Crowe was remanded 
to Parc prison. 

“Crowe became upset 
about the food and 
because some of his 
tobacco had been stolen. 

“He threatened to 
swallow razor blades and 
set fire to his cell.” 

Shortly after, said Ms 
Rowley, he lit paper in 
his cell which quickly 
filled with smoke. 

The other prisoner, 
Joseph Yeo, had difficul¬ 
ty breathing. “He had 
nothing to do with it and 
was given oxygen,” said 
Ms Rowley. 

Damage came to £200 
and later Crowe tried to 
blame the other man. He 
told the police: “I don’t 
... care. You should sort it 
all out.” 

The court heard he 
had convictions for 27 
offences, including bur¬ 
glary and taking vehi¬ 
cles. 

His counsel Heath 
Edwards said: “He 
showed some degree of 
remorse and he under¬ 
stands the seriousness of 
what he did. 

“He is addressing a 
drugs problem. 

“Sadly, he has shown 
significant immaturity. 
The incident was a child¬ 
ish act.” 

Housing 
for the 
elderly 
given go 
ahead 

THE retirement 
developer^ McCarthy 
& Stone, has been 
granted planning 
permission to build 
its first ^Assisted 
Living’ development 
in Porthcawl. 

Planning was granted 
earlier this month for 60 
assisted living retirement 
apartments behind the 
Seabanks Hotel on The 
Green Avenue. 

Aileen King, regional 
sales and marketing 
director for McCarthy & 
Stone, said: “We are 
delighted to have been 
granted planning per¬ 
mission for a much - 
needed Assisted Living 
provision in Porthcawl 

“Locally, there is a 
real demand for special¬ 
ist retirement accommo¬ 
dation and this new 
development marks a 
£4.87million investment 
in the town. ” 

Construction will 
begin on the new devel¬ 
opment in April 2011, 
with first occupations 
anticipated in early sum¬ 
mer 2012. 


TV sets, bricks 
(and pet faeces) put 

out for recycling! 


Can you offer a 
home to these 
loving brothers! 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS WITH GEM READERS 



COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Gold medal 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to athlete Nathan 
Stephens from 
Commercial Street, 
Kenfig Hill, who won a 
gold medal in the 
Javelin event at the 
recent World Paraplegic 
Games held in New 
Zealand. 

We all wish Nathan 
good luck and hope that 
he can go on to win an 
Olympic gold in 2012. 

Silver 

anniversary 

FOLLOWING the suc¬ 
cessful launch of the 
new Wellbeing Centre 
at the Talbot 
Community Centre in 
Kenfig Hill, Mental 
Health Matters Wales 
held an Achievements 
Awards ceremony as 
part of their 25th 
anniversary celebra¬ 
tions at Nolton Church 
Hall, Bridgend. 

The event was attend¬ 
ed by First Minister 
Carwyn Jones, AM, who 
presented awards to peo¬ 
ple affected by a mental 
health problem, for mak¬ 
ing a positive change in 
their personal life, com¬ 
pleting a college course 
or undertaking further 
learning and for going 
back to employment. 

Also attending the 
event was Bridgend MP, 
Madeline Moon, who 
presented awards for 
achievements by carers 
and paid workers who 
have improved the help 
and well being of some¬ 
one with a mental health 
problem. 

Congratulating the 
winners, Mr Jones said: 
“You are inspirational to 
so many other people 
who have their own per¬ 
sonal difficulties to over¬ 
come.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion on Mental Health 
Matters Wales and to 
find out about their pro¬ 
gramme of activities, 
ring 01656 651450. 

New vicar 

CHURCHWARDENS 
at the parish of Pyle 
and Kenfig have 
announced that Rev Dr 
Duncan Walker, Vicar 
of St James, Swansea, 
has been appointed as 
the new Vicar of Pyle 
and Kenfig. 

His induction will 
take place in St James’ 
Church, Pyle, on 
Wednesday, May 4 at 
7.30pm. During the peri¬ 
od until his induction, 
any baptisms, weddings 
or funerals should be 
arranged by phoning the 
area Dean, Revd Fr 
Colin Amos on 01639 
883935. 

At the next meeting of 
the Mothers’ Union on 
February 15 at 7pm, Liz 
Collings will be giving a 
talk about her work with 
the Mothers’ Union at 
the Parc Prison. 

The coffee morning 
held in the church hall 
on January 22 was well 
attended. As a result of 
this and generous dona¬ 
tions, £400 was raised 
for the Motor Neurone 
Disease Association. 

Success 

MYNYDD Cynffig 


Junior School wel¬ 
comed Mr Mark 
Pedler, following his 
appointment to the 
post of PPA teacher last 
week. 

He replaces Miss 
Dennis, who became 
Class 3’s teacher, while 
headteacher Mr Davies 
is away on secondment. 

Mr Pedler will take 
over the school football 
team and it is hoped that 
he will continue their 
success. 

Congratulations to the 
following pupils who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school last week: 
Dafydd Jones, Class 1, 
Meghan Evans, Class 2, 
Rico Downing, Class 3, 
Jack Kensey, Class 4, 
Isabella Aubin, Class 5, 
Holly Tarr, Class 6 and 
Britney O’Neill from 
Class 7. The 
Headteachers award 
went to the Formula-1 
Team. Congratulations 
also go to: Morgan Kent, 
Holly- Mae Evans, Jack 
Underhill, Mark 
Underhill, Alex 
Underhill, Jay Emery, 
Imogen Davies, Jake 
Thomas, Menna Smart, 
loan Davies, Joseph 
Hardwicke and Calvin 
Gorange for their excel¬ 
lent behaviour during 
lunchtime this week and 
as a reward they will be 
joining Mr. Goldsworthy 
for lunch. 

Well done to Connor 
John, Lowri Thomas, 
Luke Tozer and Molly 
Leyland who took part 
in the year-3/4 races and 
to Jack Collins, Leon 
Jones, William 
Underhill, Megan 
Stevens, Lauren Cooper 
and Morgan Evens-Shaw 
who took part in the 
year-5/6 races when rep¬ 
resenting the School in 
the Bridgend Schools 
Cross Country League at 
Pencoed Comprehensive 
School. 

They all did really 
well by turning up on a 
cold and frosty morning 
and performing on a dif¬ 
ficult and frozen track. 

Community 

watch 

PUPILS ofPil Primary 
School recently enjoyed 
a trip to police head¬ 
quarters in Bridgend, 
taking in the police 
dog, firearm and traffic 
departments. 

This was arranged by 
the Pyle and Cefn 
Cribwr Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, as a 
reward for their good 
behaviour, in school. 
More trips like to this 
are in the pipeline. 

Following a spate of 
house and garage burgla¬ 
ries in the Cefn Cribwr, 
Kenfig Hill, Pyle and 
Comelly areas, the 
Neighbourhood Policing 


Team are urging resi¬ 
dents to be extra vigilant 
and to report anything 
which seems suspicious 
or out of the ordinary. 

The NPT have some 
good news for the resi¬ 
dents around the 
Penrhyn and Trederwyn 
area of Kenfig Hill, as a 
mini-scrambler motorcy¬ 
cle which was seen rid¬ 
den dangerously, has 
been seized and is likely 
to be scrapped. 

If you have any con¬ 
cerns or information, 
ring your local PCSO 
Jon Howe on 07805 
301491. 

Protocol 

breached! 

IT has been reported by 
the Hon secretary of the 
Kenfig Hill RFC, 

Gerald O’Sullivan, that 
there has been a serious 
breach of protocol on a 
Sunday morning. 

Sunday is always a 
hive of activity at the 
club, with the junior 
players training, and 
senior members calling 
in to check on their 
progress and stop for a 
pint, something that has 
happened for years. 

The routine has 
always been that Roger 
Davies usually arrives 
first followed by Bob 
Johnson, Dai Parry and 
Lyndon (Scudder) 
Greenslade, with the laid 
back Haydn Price, jog¬ 
ging in at a leisurely 
pace some time later. 

However, there was 
consternation last week 
when Roger, Bob, Dai 
and Lyndon arrived to 
find that Haydn was 
already in the bar. This 
has caused much discus¬ 
sion, not only in the 
clubhouse, but also 
around the village, as it 
had never happened pre¬ 
viously. 

When challenged as 
to why he had broken 
protocol, Haydn 
remained silent. They 
are still wondering what 
caused this phenomenon, 
was he sleepwalking, did 
his wife kick him out for 
snoring too loud? Did he 
come straight from an 
all night stag do or did 
he do it to shock every¬ 
one, by turning up first 
and getting the beer in? 
Gerald says that the 
post-mortem is still 
ongoing. 

Kenfig 

Society 

A TALK about the ‘Life 
and Times of the Kenfig 
Society’ will be given by 
Keith Morgan at the 
Pyle Life Centre on 
Tuesday, February 15. 

Keith Morgan has put 
together a huge archive 
of the society’s activities 
over the past 22 years, 
which should make it a 
very interesting evening. 

The meeting will com¬ 


mence at 7.30pm and 
everyone is welcome to 
come along. For further 
details, ring Terry on 
01656 782351. 

Star-studded 

evening 

WITH the official 
opening of the new 
lounge and bar exten¬ 
sion at the Royal Oak, 
Kenfig Hill, last 
Saturday, the annual 
‘Stars in Your Eyes’ 
held on the same 
evening, turned it into 
one of the most spec¬ 
tacular nights ever at 
the pub. 

With 10 contestants 
dressing the part, we 
were entertained by the 
likes of Abba, Tom 
Jones, Alana Miles, Bon 
Jovi, Queen, Gabriella 
Cline, Jarvis Cocker, 
Elvis and Billie Idol. 
Compere, Phil (Doc) 
Knight, did a brilliant 


job, amusing the audi¬ 
ence with his quips and 
also in keeping a firm 
control of the contest. 

With such talented 
contestants, the judges 
on the night, Samantha 
Dryden, Bobby Short 
and Jeff Evans had a 
very difficult job select¬ 
ing a winner. 

They eventually 
decided that Billie Idol 
(Don Morgan) was a 
worthy winner, as he not 
only looked the part, but 
also sounded like him. 

With a hamper donat¬ 
ed by Andrew Davies 
from Davies Butchers 
and £50 worth of gift 
vouchers from Tom 
Burke of Radio Cabs for 
the raffle, proceeds on 
the night totalled a 
splendid £320, which 
will be donated to the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre. 


‘Redirect funds to 
the community’ 


IN 1969, Ogmore by 
Sea Retired Residents 
Association was 
formed; ORRA still 
exists, but only 
because of the gener¬ 
ous hospitality of the 
Watermill for some 
afternoon meetings. 

In 1970, Ogmore-by- 
Sea Community Hall 
Association was formed 
and during the early 
years a large sum of 
money was raised. 
Sadly, the project did not 
materialise. 

Many years ago, the 
Ogmore Commoners, the 


District Council and 
Dunraven Estates agreed 
a lease of land of 999 
years on a central site in 
Ogmore-by-Sea, provid¬ 
ing the then existing pub¬ 
lic toilets and children’s 
play area were incorpo¬ 
rated in the plans, with 
suitable parking space. 

Might it be a sensible 
idea for any funds still 
remaining with the 
Ogmore-by-Sea 
Community Hall 

Association to be redi¬ 
rected to other good use 
in the community? 

Peggy Oakes, 
Ewenny 
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Anita's #1 Little uamos Boutique 

“Specialist Baby and Childrenswear shop 
located in Bridgend Town Centre ” 


• Clothing: 

0 to 12 years 

• Christening 
Wear 

• Dance Wear 

• Nursery Goods 

• Personalised 
Gifts 

• Special 
Occasion Wear 




WINTER STOCK 
FINAL CLEARANCE 
New Spring Designs arriving daily! 
Gift Vouchers: Always a popular choice! 

24 Dunraven Place, Bridgend CF31IDL 

01656654886 

WWW, littlelambs-boutique. co. uk 







Shoes for kids... 
that are more 
than kids shoes! 



A GREAT WELCOME AT 
THE JOLLY JESTER S! 


C OME and 
visit us at 
Jolly Jester’s 
in Pontylun! 
Children aged one 
to 10 years can play 


and have lots of fun 
in our indoor play 
centre - come rain 
or shine. 

There is plenty of soft 
play fun with giant 
slides, ball pools, rope 


JOLLY JESTER’S^ 
PLAYCENTRE 

LASER PARTIES... 

Children’s soft play centre with 
ballpits, rope bridges, giant 
wavy slide, Labyrinth climb, 
spinny poles and much more. 
Children’s parties catered for 
Toddler & Mini Tots area (ages 1-10) 
FREE PARKING AND CAFE 
OPEN: Mon-Sun 10am onwards 
Unit 17, Ely Valley Business Park, Station Terrace, 
PONTYCLUN (close to Pontyclun Station) 

Telephone: 01443 228111 _ j 



bridges, tunnels, walk¬ 
ways and much much 
more. 

We specialise in chil¬ 
dren’s parties, with vari¬ 
ous packages to suit 
your needs, including 
hot or cold food, unlim¬ 
ited squash, ice creams 
and party bags - all 
served in your own party 
room! Enjoy our popular 
laser and disco parties, 
too. 

We welcome schools, 
nurseries, mother and 
toddler groups, charity 
groups and more. 

We have a cafe serv¬ 
ing hot and cold meals 
and snacks. Meal Deals 
are also available for 
children. 

Please telephone for 
details on 01443 228111. 



I Exciting now Dance Mat eeeelone are atnong the 
activities on offer for youngsters thb Half Term al the 
Vale of Olarmifgan f Lelfuce Centres. Get Involved! 

To find out more, please cal 01446 403000 or visit.. 


iLgiVirk/ 


Lots of great 
‘wobstacle' fun 
at Fontygary 


F ontygary 

Leisure 
Park’s inflat¬ 
able ‘Shiver me 
Timbers’ wobstacle 
will be in the pool 
from llam-1 pm 
every day during 
half-term! 

At a cost of only £3 
per swim (free for three 
and under!) this is prov¬ 
ing to be very popular 
with the children and 
parents alike! 

We will be fully life- 
guarded on Monday- 
Friday from llam-6pm 
and on the weekend 
between 9am-5 pm. 

Children must be 
eight and over, and be 
able to swim at least two 
lengths of the pool to be 
unaccompanied (and 
have to be able to swim 
competently to go on the 
wobstacle). 

We also have our new 
toddler ‘rainbow’ slide 
and umbrella in the baby 


pool; and for students, 
our health club is still 
offering monthly mem¬ 
berships at only £25 
(payable at reception or 
by direct debit) - no 
contract to sign! 

Remember, this 
includes use of the pool, 
free weights room, car- 
dio-theatre room, sauna, 
steam room and Jacuzzi! 

Come along and have 
a look - you will be 
pleasantly surprised... 

We open our doors - 
with our new-look Bar 
on the Bay from March 
1. Our ‘free’ children’s 
entertainment starts on 
Friday, March 4 (and 
continues every Friday 
and Saturday night 
throughout the season)! 

Don’t forget to come 
down from March 1, and 
watch all your favourite 
sporting events on our 
8ft X 6ft screen -(we 
have Sky Sports!) 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Jennie on 
01446 710386. 


Half-term fun 
at the Vale’s 
leisure centres 


HILDREN 
can sharpen 
up their 
dance moves and 
have loads of fun 
getting fit at excit¬ 
ing new ‘dance 
mats’ sessions this 
half-term at Barry 
Leisure Centre. 

As part of a week- 
long programme of 
activities on offer across 
all of the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s leisure 
centres, youngsters aged 
six and upwards can 
show off their moves on 
the new interactive 
dance mats which are 
suitable for all abilities, 
from dance beginners up 
to dance masters. 

Spring-heeled chil¬ 
dren in Cowbridge can 
also enjoy ‘free running’ 
sessions on Monday and 


Friday, where they can 
learn how to run up 
walls, vault over equip¬ 
ment and generally leap 
around the leisure cen¬ 
tre! 

Elsewhere, a number 
of sports are on offer for 
as little as £1, including 
football, dodgeball, rac¬ 
quet sports, tag rugby 
and athletics. 

Under-16s can also 
swim for free at specific 
times during the week in 
Barry, Penarth and 
Flantwit Major; or take 
their pick from a num¬ 
ber of free pool-based 
activities including 
snorkelling, water polo 
and a rookie lifeguards 
course. 

For full details, 
please call 01446 
403000 or go online at 
www.valeofglamorgan.g 
ov. uk/leisurecentres 



_ Thursday, Eebruary 10th, 2011 

ST AUBIN NURSERIES 
COMES TO COWBRIDGE 


S T AUBIN Nurseries is 
due to open in Cowbridge 
in April. 

The staff at St Aubin can reassure 
you that your child will receive the 
very best love, care and education, 
delivered by a wonderful, dedicated 
team who have worked together for 
years. 

Our expertise has been tried and 
tested. I have been looking after the 
children of Cardiff and the Vale for 
more than 20 years. 

Check out our many awards and 
CSSIW reports by logging onto our 
website www.staubinnurseries.co.uk 
or speak to other parents of the nurs¬ 


eries via our forum on the website. 

We can assure you that your child 
matters to all of us. 

I am so sure you will be very happy 
with your child being part of the St 
Aubin family, I am giving you the 
opportunity to register your child for 
our new nursery in Cowbridge. 

This will give us time to prove to 
you we will offer your child the very 
best start in life. 

Telephone me on 029 2070 8112, or 
email info @ staubinnurseries.co. uk 
today to take up this offer. 

Sue Evans, Principal, 

St Aubin Nurseries. 



Because 
your child 
matters 


Tel/Ffoniwch 

01446 

688222 


Ble mae pob 
plentyn yn 
bwysig 


PENARTH 

BARRY 

VICTORIA PARK 
CANTON 
CARDIFF 


www.staubinnurseries.co.uk info@staubinnurseries.co.uk 




St Aiibifi IS ccming 
Sait Aubm yn dod I'r 



The new inflatable “Shiver Me Timbers” Wobstacle 

ivetyBay 
during 
Half Term 
11am-1pm 




Pam Greenup provides 
teenage counselling 


F eeling lost 

dealing with 
your teenag¬ 
er’s problems, but 
unsure where to 
look for qualified 
help? 

Young people are 
under such pressure 
today, with issues 
around divorce, exams, 
bullying, confidence, 
bereavement, body 
image etc. 

These can quickly get 
out of control, leading 
to more serious con¬ 
cerns. 

Pam Greenup has 
considerable experience 
of working with 
teenagers and is a child 
therapist with a leading 


Welsh agency coun¬ 
selling survivors of sex¬ 
ual abuse. 

Pam is opening a 
counselling service in 
the Vale for teenagers 
and their families. Often 


the starting point is hav¬ 
ing the space to talk and 
knowing you are heard. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
775419. 


Are you worried about 
your teenager and looking 


PAM GREENUP 


B.A. Cert Education, ADV Dip. Therapeutic Counseiling, 
Dip Counseiling Children and Adolescents MBACP. 



Email: pamgreenup@tiscali.co.uk 
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Children’s Choices 


Ruckley’s very 
special offer to 
GEM readers 


Welsh Costumes 

NOW in Stock ^ 



A 

Mi 

4 


3 

Spaciously set over two floors, Ruckleys stock 
everything you need for St David's day... 




Tcl 01444) 7MMM) 


PC security - a 
timely reminder 


M ore than 
ever, our 
computers 
are at risk! I am 
now seeing more 
and more PCs with 
infections and 
problem that can 
be avoided quite 
easily. 

If someone calls you 
and tells you that your 
PC is infected ‘How do 
they know? Just say 
politely “No thank you” 
and hang up, it’s a 


scam! 

If you get a warning 
saying you have a virus, 
make sure it’s from soft¬ 
ware you installed. If 
not, restart your PC and 
then update your securi¬ 
ty software and scan the 
system. 

Read all the messages 
that appear on screen, 
they could be mislead¬ 
ing so make sure you 
click the right button. 

And don’t forget, keep 
your system updated 
with Windows and 
antivirus updates. 



Computer upgrades & repairs 
Networking tor small businesses 

For friendly help and advice call Andrew 

Tel/Fax: 01446 749118 
Mobile: 07721 055 967 

e-mail: andrew@thecomputerman.co.uk 

www.thecomputerman.co.uk 


See more great ^Children’s 
Choices’ on page 20. 

If you are looking to advertise 
your business in over 43,000 
newspapers from Penarth to 
Porthcawl AND online then 
contact us at: 

gemsales @internet-today, co, uk 
or telephone 01446 774484 


'HILE 
Ruckleys 
are getting 
ready for the 
arrival of their new 
spring/summer 
range, take advan¬ 
tage of their mas¬ 
sive sale. 

All clothing is now 
reduced, with three- 
piece sets now selling 
from only £7.99. Many 
Start-rite fitted shoes are 
now reduced and start 
from as little as £18.99. 

Spaciously set over 
two floors, Ruckleys is 
offering all GEM readers 
10 per cent off any 
Nursery Savings Club 
account opened between 
February 11-25 (a copy 
of this week’s paper is 
needed to qualify). 

Call in and browse the 


AIWERTISEMENT FEATURE 

basement showroom 
with prams, pushchairs, 

Moses baskets, cots and 
nursery equipment. 

If you are an expec¬ 
tant mum, why not open 
an interest-free savings 
club and spread your 
payments? 

Ruckleys have recent¬ 
ly introduced their 
genius part exchange on 
the prams and pushchair 
scheme. Just like the 
motor industry, parents 
can choose between new 
and used products, all 
sold with warranties for 
your peace of mind. 

Don’t forget their fab¬ 
ulous St David’s Day 
costumes for both boys 
and girls. 

Open seven days a 
week, Ruckleys is truly 
the one-stop shop for 
mothers and mothers to- 
be. 


BIKE PROJECT OFFERS GREAT 
SERVICE FOR VALE CYCLISTS 

T 


Get Fit! Get a Bike! 

The Vale Bike Project 

Holm View Centre, Barry 

Children & Adults Bikes refurbished to 
BS standard - prices from £5 

We also require unwanted/unloved or unused 
bikes to refurbish. Any bikes considered. 

We can collect. 

We aim to be environmentally friendly by 
reducing, reusing and recycling parts. 

For more information, call 
The Bike Shop on 01446 721974 ^ 


JEYES o/COWBRIDGE 

A traditional gift shop full of charm and character 
in the heart of Cowbridge with shelves filled with 
wonderful gifts and keepsakes for all the family. 
JEYES are now the the local stockist for: 

H * ORCHARD TOYS 
• GRANIMALS 
•GALT 

•PETER RABBIT 
COLLECTION 
•RAG DOLLS 
• COTTON NIGHTWARE 

NEW STOCK INCLUDES: a quaUty range of 
helium balloons including new born, christening, 
birthday, anniversary and much more! 

J EYES have expanded the range of newborn 
and children’s gifts. Back by popular 
demand are the much-loved GRANIMALS: 
start a collection or add to the colourful animal 
family range. 

With the huge success of our children’s gift 
range we have extended into games, puzzles, 
books, crafts and jigsaws. We are now the local 
stockists of Orchard Toys and Galt games for all 
ages and abilities. 

JEYES have a fine range of rag dolls and with 
their growing popularity, a new collection will be 
coming to the shop very soon. 

We hope you visit us soon - a warm welcome awaits. 
40 High Street, Cowbridge. Telephone 01446 775779. 
www.jeyesofcowbridge. co. uk 
A gift shop full of presents for your little treasures... 


Parties that will 
cater for a child's 
every desire! 


I F you have 
youngsters and 
are searching 
for somewhere to 
go during the 
school holidays, 
why not come 
along and try Once 
Upon a Playtime? 

It is Bridgend’s 
biggest playframe, with 
bike and trike track, 
separate toddler area 
perfect for under-5s and 
a sports area to entertain 
the older customers! 


Once upon a 

QDBQQDliilO 

fomiy UulflifWMnI CiAirt 
Prices Under s’s: Mon-Fri £3 Weekend £4 
5 & over: Mon-Fri £3.50 Weekend £4.50 
Under I’s: Flree 

Ask about our party ‘shutdown’ prices! 
Mon-Thur 9ani-630pni Fri 9ani-730pni 
Sat 8.30ani-8.30pni Sun lOam-Spm 
Check out our Bank Holiday hours 

Tel: 01656 646263 

' ww.oMceM ponaplaytiiii e.co.i 



Wick & Monknash Hall 
• Every Saturday from 22nd January 
Llantwit Major Leisure Centre 
Every Sunday from 9th January 
10am -11am ages 6-11 
11am-12noon ages 12-18 
Duke of 
Wellington, 
Cowbridge 
Every 
Thursday 
from 27th 
January 
6pm - 7pm 
ages 6-11 
7pm - 8pm 
ages 12-18 


£3.50 per person 
www.bfabdance.co.uk 
Lynette Williams 07799145572 
lyiiette.t.williams@hotmail.co.uk 



The Big Talent 
school will open 
soon in Bridgend 


A fter suc¬ 
cessfully 
launching 
their Wales 
Millennium Centre 
classes in January, 
The Big Talent is 
now coming to 
Bridgend. 

The school delivers 
training in singing, 
dancing and acting for 
young people aged 3- 
21. The agency repre¬ 
sents young talent for 
work in TV, film and 
theatre. 

Classes for early 
years (3-6) are on 
Thursday 5pm-6pm at 
Bryncethin Hall, start¬ 
ing March 10. 

The juniors class (fi¬ 
ll) is held on Fridays 
3.40pm-4.40pm at 


IHE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Bike Project 
is a community 
service based in 
Holm View Centre, 
Barry. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “We are a 
non-profit making 
scheme that refurbishes 
and recycles bikes 
throughout the Vale for 
resale to the general 

‘Cats 


public at a very reason¬ 
able price. Bikes start at 
£5 for children’s and £20 
for adults. 

“We can also repair 
and service your own 
bikes.” 

If you would like a 
bike or have one you 
would like to donate, 
call us now at the Bike 
Shop on 01446 721974 
or come along and have 
a look. We can collect 
throughout the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


in need of 
kind new homes’ 


\ 


Or do you have a spe¬ 
cial birthday coming 
up? At Once Upon a 
Playtime, our birthday 
parties cater for every 
need, all you need to do 
is bring a birthday cake 
and we’ll do everything 
else! 

Prices start at £8.50 
and include invitations, 
party bags and much 
more. 

Phone us on 01656 
646263, or take a look 
at our website: 

WWW. onceuponaplay- 
time.co.uk 


AESTEG 
Animal 
Welfare 
Society needs your 
help to rehome 
cats. 

In 1985, three people 
in Maesteg wanted to 
improve animal welfare 
and so Maesteg Animal 
Welfare Society 
(MAWS) was bom. 

MAWS is a small 
charity run entirely by 
volunteers - most funds 
are generated from our 
charity shop in 4, 

Church Street, Maesteg. 
Please visit us if you are 
in the area (opposite the 
bus station). 

Currently, we have an 


abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or indi¬ 
vidual to care for them. 

We rehome many cats 
and dogs throughout the 
valleys, Bridgend and 
the Vale, and we are 
desperate for new 
homes. 

We have had to intro¬ 
duce a waiting list 
before we can take in 
any more. 

Please contact 01656 
721496 or 01656 
653456 if you can offer 
a home. 

Any donations, bric- 
a-brac or any unwanted 
items, please call our 
shop 01656 738977 or 
01656 721496. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Ysgol Bro Ogwr, start¬ 
ing March 11. 

Seniors (12-16) meet 
on Thursday 6pm-7pm 
at Bryncethin Hall, 
starting March 10. 

Fees are payable by 
the term and start at 
£5 a class. 

An extra class has 
been added at Wales 
Millennium Centre for 
7-11 years on 
Saturdays 10.30am- 
1pm - but hurry, 
places are very limited. 

To book your place 
or find out more, visit 
www.thebigtalent.co.uk 
or email Shelley @the- 
bigtalent.co.uk or call 
07886 020923/07779 
321954. 



A Braiut New 
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Children’s Choices M 

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE | 


Rare chance for apprentices 


F inning, the UK dealer for 

Caterpillar equipment, which has a 
factory in Llantrisant, is giving 
young people the chance to find out if 
they ‘have what it takes’ to be one of 25 
new Finning apprentices in its Ofsted- 
judged “outstanding” apprentice scheme. 


The award-winning purpose-built £lni 
apprentice academy in Cannock is the nation¬ 
wide base for Finning apprentice training. 

Finning has an unrivalled reputation for pro¬ 
ducing top class heavy plant engineers the world 
over and through the apprentice scheme, offers a 
rare opportunity to work on quality equipment. 

To find out more about the scheme and register 
your interest, please visit www.finning.co.uk. 


Looking to start an 
outstanding career? 


Find out more about 
our Apprentice 
scheme, visit 

www.finning.co.uk 

for details. 




: WINTER STOCK; 
: Final Clearance i 

i SPRING DESIGNS ’ 
i Now in-store! i 


■' o 

^ 01446772104 

(Situated near Town Hall car park bridge) 


Careers Wales lends support 
to apprentice Week 2011 


T his week is 

Apprenticeship 
Week, the 
annual campaign 
dedicated to celebrat¬ 
ing and promoting 
the value of appren¬ 
ticeships. 

Careers Wales, the 
main recruitment and 
advice service in Wales 
for employers wishing 
to advertise their vacan¬ 
cies to school and col¬ 


lege leavers, is support¬ 
ing the campaign and 
hopes it will encourage 
those thinking about 
taking up an apprentice¬ 
ship to seek the advice 
they need; as well as 
encouraging employers 
to think about the value 
of apprenticeships for 
their business or organi¬ 
sation. 

Mark Freeman, chief 
executive of Careers 
Wales, said: 


“Apprenticeships can 
provide young people 
with the first step on the 
ladder to a rewarding 
career. They also enable 
employers to develop 
workforce skills which 
are directly relevant to 
the needs of their busi¬ 
ness. 

“Employers who 
think they can offer 
suitable opportunities 
are welcome to take 
advantage of the free 


recruitment service 
offered by Careers 
Wales. 

“We have an up-to- 
date database of young 
people looking for work 
or training, and adver¬ 
tise vacancies in our 
careers centres, in 
schools and colleges 
and on the Jobs in 
Wales section of career- 
swales, com. 

“We can help with 
application procedures 
and provide advice on 
the best time and way to 
recruit young people. 

“We are also current¬ 
ly piloting a new 
Apprentice Matching 
Service with the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
in west and north west 
Wales which is expected 
to be rolled out across 
Wales in the summer.” 

If you would like to 
speak to someone about 
apprenticeship opportu¬ 
nities, whether you are 
an employer or a poten¬ 
tial apprentice, contact 
the Careers Wales 
national Learning and 
Careers helpline on 
0800 100 900 (if call¬ 
ing from a mobile 
please call 029 
20906801) or visit 
careerswales. com 



Ewch ar y trac ... 

gyda chyngor 
dysgu a gyrfaoedd 

Get on track ... 
with learning and 
careers advice 


Ffoniwch ni heddiw, 
beth bynnag eich 
oedrani 

Call us today, 
whatever your age! 

0800 100 900 

Mobile callers please ring / 
Galwyrffon symudol galwch 
029 2090 6801 

lca@careerswales.com 

WWW. gy rf a cy m r u. co m 
WWW. ca ree r s wa I es. co m 

Gyrfa Cymru 
Careers Wales 

Y grym tu 61 i linell gymorth Chyngor 
Dysgu a Gyrfaoedd yng Nghymru 
The power behind the Learning and 
Careers Advice heipiine in Waies 



Healthy Harry 


Time to Dine 


✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 


Providing a balanced nutritious meal 

Reduced fat, salt and sugar 

Fresh produce cooked on site 

No mechanically reclaimed or 

genetically moclified food 

Follow Appetite for Life nutritional guidelines 

All fish used is from sustainable waters - MSC 


rhicks@valeoglamorgan.gov.uk 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
www.myschoollunch.co.uk/ glamorgan 
Tel: 02920 673035 


All this from 
Vale School 
Catering 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


BRO MORGANNWG 


Just Looming 

Brtdigend 


A brilliant head start 


for your childcare 



baby MocWler • pre-school 



Tiddly Prints 

Curcofn made perjofiaiised 
sitver fingerprint jewellery 



prices rrofn £23 

Gift Vouchers for any 
memorable occasion 


Lindsey Newman - 01443 227698 
Helen Evans - 01443 239057 


Email - tiddlyprints@gmail.com 
www.tiddly-prints.co.uk 


NICKLEBY’S 

Bookstore 


WORLD 

BOOK 

DAY 

Thursday 

3rd 

March 

The latest 
£1 books 
available 
and WBD 
Tokens 
accepted as 
usual, from 
above date. 



General, Bargain and 
Second hand books. 
Book searches welcome 

Non-stock books 
ordered promptly! 

- Browsing is compulsory - 

6 Poundtield Precinct 
LLANTWIT MAJOR 

01446 795166 


HALF TERM SPECIAL 

(Children under 16) 

10% OFF any book 

(in-store, with this advert cutting) 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

- JU. ~ 
FoundoTions 

/ ■ 0^ M_ _ , 

.'i. J. A'l .— Lam k X 

Reasons to celebrate 

• Tducare' that is child-centred, adventurous 

and exciting for all! 

• All our staff have the relevant childcare 
qualifications and have completed the necessary 

Criminal Record Bureau Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include 
us dropping off and/or collecting from the 

local area. 

• Exclusive parking for dropping off 

and collecting your children. 

* Equipment includes Deluxe Role play unit and 
Interactive White Board. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily by Sue, 

the nursery cook. 

• A personal service - managed by two local 

primary teachers. 


10 % 
discount 1 

for each additional 
sibling registered, i 
Childcare vouchers J 
accepted. ^ 


Tel: 01446 771117 
We look forward 
to seeing you! 

Vale Forge, 

North Road, 
Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF7I 7DF 
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Vale teens 
are chosen 
as sporting 
ambassadors 

RIGHT: Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
pupil Will Thomas has been selected as a ‘gold 
ambassador’ to inspire other teenagers in the 
Vale of Glamorgan to get involved in sport. 


THE sporting 
dreams and aspira¬ 
tions of the London 
2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics are 
being used by a 
group of ‘Young 
Ambassadors’ from 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan to 
inspire their fellow 
school pupils to pur¬ 
sue a lifetime of 
physical activity. 

Fourteen sporty 
teenagers from Vale sec¬ 
ondary schools have 
been selected to become 
either ‘gold ambassa¬ 
dors’ or ‘adistars’ (silver 
ambassadors) and be role 
models to their peers. 
They have all been cho¬ 
sen for the excellent 
example they have set by 
volunteering their time in 
schools and local clubs to 
help others participate in 
sport. 

It’s all part of a nation¬ 
al initiative created with 
the support of Sport 
Wales, Welsh Local 


Authorities, the Welsh 
Assembly Government, 
the Youth Sport Trust, 
Adidas and the London 
Organising Committee 
for the Olympic Games. 

Two of the Vale’s 
teenagers have been 
appointed as ‘gold 
ambassadors’ - Will 
Thomas from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
and Jess Richards from 
Llantwit Major 

Comprehensive School. 
They were selected by a 
panel of representatives 
from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s 
sports and play team and 
education departments. 

All gold ambassadors 
and adistars in the Vale of 
Glamorgan are also 
signed up to the Vale 
Council’s own ‘young 
sports leaders’ pro¬ 
gramme, giving them 
additional training and 
qualifications to help 
them in their develop¬ 
ment as sports leaders 
and coaches in exchange 
for volunteering in their 
schools and local com¬ 
munities. 


‘Thank you’ 
presentation 
to teacher 



ABOVE: Mr Gian Williams (left) with 
Paul Unger. 


MR GLAN 
WILLIAMS of 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School was recently 
presented with a 
ski book by Paul 
Unger on behalf of 
the British Schools 
Alpine Racing 
Committee for long 


service to the asso¬ 
ciation. 

At the recent races 
held at Meiringen, 
Switzerland Gian was 
the head of the gate 
marshals in the three- 
day event. He has been 
taking Cowbridge 
School to compete in 
these events for the 
last 10 years with a 
great deal of success. 


Silver Band’s 
£15,000 loss 


POLICE are investigating the theft of 
£15,000 worth of musical instruments 
from a rehearsal room at Barry Athletic 
Club on on the Island. 

They belong to the Vale of Glamorgan Silver 
Band and were taken sometime between 10pm on 
January 31 and 6pm on February 7. 

Anyone with information regarding the theft 
should contact Barry CID on 01446 731606 or 
phone Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 





Jess Richards has been chosen to be a sporty 
role model for her voluntary coaching work 
and the way she helps out with water-based 
5x60 sessions at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School. 


Dogs Trust 
pick up pieces 

DOGS Trust Bridgend is now dealing with 
the consequences of unwanted canine 
Christmas presents. 

Juliet and Rose, a litter of six week old adorable 
Staffie crosses, were taken in by Dogs Trust when 
their owner could no longer cope. 

A spokeswoman for the Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre said: “To reduce the number of Christmas 
present pups being abandoned Dogs Trust is encour¬ 
aging owners to invest time in training their new 
four-legged friends. However naughty a new puppy 
may seem, training will help transform a cheeky 
puppy into the perfectly-mannered family pet. 

“Dogs Trust runs puppy training courses at many 
of its 17 Rehoming Centres. For owners unable to 
attend, please visit our online training videos at 
www.youtube. com/dogstrusttraining. ” 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D656. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £11,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £2,000: 216951. 

• £10:178558;198502; 377169; 849815; 515722; 
364120; 550295; 550333; 402845; 240544; 107137; 
275051; 799949; 700976; 242571; 766360; 395895; 
544437; 623423; 584350. 

• £5:788224; 894423; 608452; 192449; 244933; 
493117; 133556; 775603; 242217; 276606; 101930; 
651851; 639748; 120915; 662064; 166196; 350690; 
552021; 873516; 128894; 121636; 486116; 799287; 
553697; 626500; 459899; 624333; 401140; 862875; 
666928; 908313; 443518; 156726; 170650; 120438; 
976278; 469629; 261015; 478069; 726350; 614160; 
697595; 171127; 301892; 573359; 179840; 857279; 
661963; 741657; 801038; 156322; 683917; 874541; 
330052; 722396; 170525; 357021; 146426; 549088; 
177491. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please call telephone 02920 
672062. 
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3rry-toclay.co.uk 
3wbriclge-today.co.uk 
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Olanmoi-gan 
OEJVl Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


BALE DELIVERS A 
KNOCKOUT TURN 
IN THE FIGHTER 


HE pet proj¬ 
ect is a main¬ 
stay of 
Hollywood. Actors 
and actresses often 
harbour ambitions 
of bringing materi¬ 
al to the big screen 
that has resonated 
with them in the 
hope that it hits 
home with cinema- 
goers across the 
world. 

For Mark Wahlberg, 
the life of Micky Ward, 
a boxer whose journey 
to the top was anything 
but straightforward, 
was his pet project, but 
the story hardly had the 
smoothest of journeys, 
with various actors and 
directors attached to 
the project - in fact, 
Wahlberg spent four 
years in training during 
the delays for the film, 
entitled The Fighter. 

Wahlberg plays 
Ward, a fighter who is 
living in the shadow of 
his brother, Dicky 
Eklund (Christian 
Bale), a fighter who 
knocked down Sugar 
Ray Leonard, but 
whose life has degener¬ 
ated into an addiction 
to crack. 

Hamstrung by his 
brother’s addiction and 
his mother’s (and man¬ 
ager’s) grip on him, 
Micky strikes out on 
his own and seeks 
redemption both for 
him and his family... 

Amid the awards 
season hoopla. The 
Fighter has been a film 
that has stood out 
among the more tradi¬ 
tional awards fare, on 
the surface the film 
striking the same notes 
as Rocky. However, the 
awards hype is more 
than on the money as 
The Fighter takes the 
cliched underdog story 
and, thanks to the reali¬ 
ty of the situation, 
gives it a depth and 
emotion that makes it a 
far more substantial 
proposition. 

Given that three of 
the film’s seven Oscar 
nominations have come 
in acting categories, it 
comes as little surprise 
to note that the per¬ 
formances are pitch 
perfect across the 
board. 

While he missed out 
on the accolades due to 
the strength of the sup¬ 
porting turns, Mark 
Wahlberg parlays his 
recent good comedic 
turn in The Other Guys 


into a subtle and con¬ 
trolled turn as Micky. 

His restraint in the 
role is highlighted by 
the showier turns 
around him, but 
Wahlberg shows a 
steely grit and determi¬ 
nation that blows away 
the sour taste of the 
likes of The 
Happening, and his 
performance anchors 
those around him with 
a quiet skill. 

The main talking 
point of The Fighter is 
Christian Bale as 
Micky’s half brother 
Dicky, and it is fair to 
say the actor is 
absolutely mesmerising 
as the drug-addicted 
former hero trading on 
his former glory. 

The film starts with 
Dicky being filmed for 
a film about his pro¬ 
posed comeback 
(although the film’s 
real aim is much dark¬ 
er) and the misguided 
individual we meet is 
essayed with aplomb 
by Bale. 

At times beguiling, 
at times deluded, Dicky 
is the most vivid char¬ 
acter on show, and cou¬ 
pled with Bale’s per¬ 
formance, makes an 
indehble mark on pro¬ 
ceedings. 

That’s not to say the 
other turns are lacking, 
especially fellow Oscar 
nominees Melissa Leo 
and Amy Adams as 
Micky’s mother and 
girlfriend. The former 
is superb as a woman 
whose managerial rela¬ 
tionship with her son 
takes precedent over 
her motherly duties, 
and the actress delivers 
a performance that is 
all fearsome bluster 
and domination, head¬ 
ing a family that per¬ 
sonifies the term ‘dys¬ 
functional’ . 

Meanwhile, Adams 
brings a fiery attitude 
to the love interest role 
and offers plenty of 
strong support as the 
woman who helps 
Micky realise his 
dreams are achievable 
without the help (or 
hindrance) of his fami¬ 
ly- 

Another of the film’s 
nominations comes in 
the director’s category, 
and the accolade is 
richly deserved for 
David O Russell, a man 
whose previous fare 
has been worlds away 
from the world of The 
Fighter, preferring 
more obtuse work such 
as I Heart Huckabees 
(a film even now I 



Tim lands a winner 

ABERTHIN’S Tim Vaughan had only 
one runner at Lingfield Park on Monday 
and that was Swiss Guard, who, ridden 
by Richard Johnson, romped home a 17 
lengths winner of the two-mile handicap 
hurdle race. 

Swiss Guard, a five-year-old bay entire, 
and the runner-up, Snow Patrol, were the 5- 
2 joint favourites for the race. 

BRIAN LEE 


SCREEN 

TALK 


screen 

talk 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


don’t understand) and 
Spanking The Monkey. 

However, the sea 
change of the material 
hasn’t dulled his direc¬ 
torial instincts and 
Russell makes the film 
sprightly, visually satis¬ 
fying with the boxing 
bouts taking their cue 
from Raging Bull, and 
never short of engag¬ 
ing. 

Working from a 
screenplay that follows 
the underdog template 
yet offers far more 
depth and sharp charac¬ 
terisation, the film 
proves to be a lot more 
than just a Rocky for 
the noughties. 

The sketching of the 
family’s relationships, 
Dicky’s self-immolat¬ 
ing addiction and 
Micky’s desire to prove 
himself are a world 


away from the training 
montages you would 
expect (although, 
thankfully, present and 
correct, if less con¬ 
scious). 

Certainly, the film 
does descend a touch 
into cliche come the 
conclusion (a knock-on 
effect of the story more 
than anything) but it’s 
more than forgivable 
given the outstanding 
way it is executed. A 
cut above your usual 
sporting biopic, and 
with far more drama 
and narrative depth. 

The Fighter lasts 12 
rounds and still man¬ 
ages to land a knockout 
blow come the climax. 

VERDICT - Less a 
sporting movie and 
more of a depiction of 
familial tensions and 
struggles, along with an 
undercurrent of the 
impact of drug addic¬ 
tion with some boxing 
matches thrown in. The 
Fighter is a classy 
proposition that fully 
deserves its place in the 
pantheon of the sea¬ 
son’s awards con¬ 
tenders. 

With exemplary per¬ 
formances from Mark 
Wahlberg, Christian 
Bale, Amy Adams and 
Melissa Leo, and David 
O Russell’s strong 
direction, this is one 
Fighter you certainly 
won’t mind getting in 
the ring with. Essential 
viewing. 




^ Newspaper ^ 
that is a GEM 
for boosting 
local trade! 



Sean Morris of Select Convenience in 
Eastgate, Cowbridge, says his store’s sales 
get an extra boost on Thursday when the 
GEM is delivered. 


LOCAL super¬ 
market owner 
Sean Morris 
praised the power 
of The GEM by 
highlighting the 
fact that on 
Thursdays when it 
is delivered he gets 
a big surge in cus¬ 
tomers! 

Sean, the owner of 
the Select Convenience 
supermarket in 

Eastgate, Cowbridge 
which sells groceries, 
household essentials 
and drinks, explained: 
“I get 125 GEMS deliv¬ 
ered each Thursday 
(and I get so many peo¬ 


ple coming in for them 
that my other daily 
newspaper sales go up 
by 30 to 40 per cent, 
and, of course, people 
then buy other items 
while they are here.” 

A former manager 
with a courier company, 
Sean has run the store 
for two and a half years 
and travels to 
Cowbridge from 
Baglan, a 40 minute 
journey each day. 

He said: “The cus¬ 
tomers who pick up 
The GEM are not just 
people from 

Cowbridge, many are 
people who have come 
from the surrounding 
villages.” 
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Out and About with The GEM 


LOCAL YOUNG ACTORS 

ENJOY EXAM SUCCESS 



What’s 

On 

in brief 

Make a 
nest box 

PORTHKERRY 
Country Park in Barry 
is inviting residents to 
join nest box making 
workshops this Sunday, 
as part of celebrations 
for National Nest Box 
day. 

The park will offer 
them the chance to 
make their own nest box 
between 1.30pm- 
3.30pm. Materials will 
be available for £6 and 
the park rangers will be 
on hand to help. 

Contact the park 
rangers on 01446 
733589 or email porthk- 
erry@ valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk for more 


FORTY-TWO children, 
aged six to 17 years, from 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts, 
recently took their 
LAMDA exams in either 
‘acting’ or ‘speaking of 
verse and prose’, and are 
celebrating a 100 per cent 
pass rate, with the majority 
gaining a distinction! 

LAMDA (founded in 1861) is 
the London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art. Stagecoach 
principal, Helene Reynolds, said: 
“LAMDA examinations are for 
those students who want to take 
their Stagecoach training even fur- 


ABOVE: 

Some of the Thursday 
students. 

ther, and enter internationally 
recognised exams. 

“Those who choose to take the 
exams receive extra tuition for a 
term in preparation. This takes 
place alongside their regular 
drama, dance and singing ses¬ 
sions.” 

LAMDA has a global reputa¬ 
tion for excellence, and the higher 
level exams can be used to obtain 
UCAS points for university entry. 

All 42 children received a cer¬ 
tificate and examiners’ written 


report in recognition of passing 
their exam. The students passing 
higher grade exams also received 
a medal. 

Grade 6, bronze medal recipi¬ 
ents were Ashleigh Morris(16), 
Peta Williams (15) Matthew 
Bartlett (14) and Elin Gush(15). 
Silver medals for Grade 7 solo act¬ 
ing were awarded to Catrin Young 
and Lewis Coster, both 16. 

Grade 8 is the highest level 
entry. Achieving this grade and 
receiving gold medals were 
Elizabeth Parker (17) and Andrew 
McQueen (16). Outstanding 
achievements and results from our 
local children! 


details. 

Over-50s 

THE Eriends and 
Neighbours group for 
the over-SOs holds its 
first meeting at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Holton Road, on 
Eebruary 16 at 2pm. 

The group has an 
open door policy. New 
members are welcome. 

Contact Gay Fifield 
(secretary) on 01446 
400044 for further 


Welcome 
to the 14th 

Welsh'Ppen 
Brass Bands 
Entertainment 
Championship 

lOflpiiied tnimt Mnpon ct Catniifiidl 

Grand Pavilion Porthcawl 

Saturday 19tti M>fudry 2011 from 12-00 rK>on 

ft 1st S£CTIM BANOS 
' THfm ^OWf^CHOICE** 

PWOORAMMCS COMPTTF FOR TOP FRIZES 
AT THIS MOST ENJOYABLE EVENT 

Tickets MOW on sale 
Balcony (Reserved) £6.00 
Stalb (Unreiarved)<S.OO 

Booking Office 
Telephone #1656 815995 

Tie OiBmbiu *t k een n 6f> ’■mpen i eefl'uwMl teanon te tke bsrrrcrnl Tent 
-Te See»< aNhrRlP—Teer, nvj Vts ii i e e j 



Table top 
sale for 
charity 

A CHARITY table 
top and nearly new 
sale will be held at 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall, Lesser Hall, 
this Saturday, 
(February 12) from 
10am to 1pm. 

Profits will be donat¬ 
ed to the ‘Candles for 
Triniti’ fund (in aid of 
a special needs baby 
with Down’s 
Syndrome). 

Local businesses will 
sell hand-made jew¬ 
ellery, homemade 
cards, ceramics, paint¬ 
ings, knitted toys, 
scarves and bags. 

There will also be a 
nearly new sale of 
clothes, toys and books, 
raffle and refresh¬ 
ments. Admission is 
50p, which includes a 
raffle ticket. Eor more 
information, contact 
01446 795257. 


details. 

PACT 

THE Maesteg PACT is 
on Eebruary 21 at 
6.30pm in Cwm Calon 
Day Centre. 

Caerau PACT will meet 
on March 7 at 6pm in 
Noddfa. 

Reunion 
READERS who attend¬ 
ed Barry Girls ’ 
Grammar School from 
1959 to 1964-66, or 
thereabouts, are invited 
to a reunion luncheon 
on March 8 at Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Barry. 

If interested, please 
contact Monika Jones 
on 01446 734970for 
details. 

Tax help 

TAX Help for Older 
People is holding a free 
advice surgery at 
Pencoed Library on 
Wednesday, March 9. 

Telephone 0845 601 
3321 for information. 


VALE MP^S SURGERIES 

THE Vale MP, Alun Cairns, will be holding 
surgeries for advice and assistance on Friday, 
February 18 at the following locations: 
1.30pm - 3.00pm at The Gathering Place, St 
Athan; 4.00pm - 5.30pm at Tesco, Stirling 
Road, Barry. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to attend, but 
surgeries are very busy, and it is advisable to 
call 01446 403814 to make an appointment. 


The (brass band) 

boys are back 
in town again! 


PORTHCAWL will be wel¬ 
coming some of the UK’s best 
brass bands on Saturday, 
February 19, for a day of com¬ 
petition and quality music. 

The Welsh Open Brass Bands 
Championship, organised under the 
auspices of the South Wales Miners’ 
Eisteddfod, is back at the Grand 
Pavilion, with 11 bands taking part. 

The secretary, Roger Price, told 
The GEM: “It is great to be playing 
host to the current British Open 
champions - Tredegar - and we are 
delighted to welcome a band playing 
for the first time in Porthcawl - 
Bournemouth Concert Brass.” 

The other entrants are: 
Abergavenny; BTM; Burry Port; 
Lydbrook; Markham; 

Pontardulais; Staines; Tongwynlais; 
and Tylorstown. 

Roger Price said: “Porthcawl 
Town Council have agreed to make 
a considerably increased donation 
to this year’s event, which goes a 


long way to securing its continua¬ 
tion here at the Grand Pavilion.” 

He added that the eisteddfod 
appreciated that the council had to 
look at its support on a year-by-year 
basis, but he hoped that it would be 
in a position to continue. 

He added: “We are very grateful 
to our other sponsors, CISWO (Coal 
Industry Social Welfare 
Organisation) and Ann Veronica 
Rees.” 

He said that Porthcawl was set 
for a resurgence of brass band 
music. 

Mr Price concluded: “In fact, 
later this year on September 17, 
through the South Wales Miners’ 
Welfare Trust, there will be an com¬ 
petition open to former coal mining 
communities here in Wales. 

“It will be a great opportunity to 
appreciate the artistry of bands not 
included in the Eebruary champi¬ 
onship.” 


Putting out the flags 
for Fairtrade group 


The Dinas Powys 
Fairtrade Group is 
to take part in a 
world record 
attempt - to make 
the longest continu¬ 
ous flag bunting to 
celebrate Fairtrade 
Fortnight. 

The group’s chair¬ 
man, Sue Hamer, said: 
“We have been provided 
with blank cream fair 
trade cotton triangular 
flags 

“These can be deco¬ 
rated to depict any fair 
trade item. Any method 
can be used, whether it 
be paint, felt pen, glitter, 
sequins, wool, or 
threads.” 

She continued: “We 
intend to collect all the 
flags by February 27, 

PACT 

meetings 

BUTTRILLS PACT, 
Philip John 

Community Room, 
Barry Library, 

February 14 at 
6.30pm; 

RHOOSE PACT, Post 
Office, February 10 at 
10am; 

PENDOYLAN 
Community Council, 
Pendoylan School, 
February 10 at 7.45pm; 

LLANDOW/EWENNY 
PACT, Ewenny Village 
Hall, February 16 at 
7pm; 

WENVOE Community 
Council meeting. 

Community Hall, 

February 17 at 7.30pm; 

CORNERSWELL 
PACT, February 10, 
Penarth Leisure Centre 
at 7pm. 


then join them together 
into a continuous strip 
of bunting. 

“We are hoping to 
have enough to go right 
around the village green 
where, on Saturday, 
March 12, we will form 
a crocodile to walk 
down to Cardiff Road 
outside Dinas Powys 
station.” 

The finished flags 
will then be sent to the 
Fairtrade Foundation in 
London to join thou¬ 


sands of others from all 
over the UK for the ulti¬ 
mate joining together 
and the definitive meas¬ 
urement for the world 
record attempt. 

Sue added that indi¬ 
viduals, groups and 
schools would all be 
welcome to take part. 

For information on 
how to get involved, 
telephone 02920 
514680, or by email 
sue.hamerOl @btinter- 
net.com 


HOST FAMILIES 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 

to accommo(date European stucJents. 
Short or long stay. 

Excellent remuneration. 
Telephone Chris on 01792 460085 
or mobile 07876 497459 


The Craft Fayre 

eGarcf^^l,' 




Saturday/^ 

19th February 
9.00am - 5.30pm 

Sunday, 20th February 
10.30am - 4.30pm 

Saturday, 19th February 
at 2.00pm 

Allotments gardening talk by 

TERRY WALTON 

Sunday, 20th February 2.00pm 

Owl Display and Talk 

FREE PRIZE DRAW 

Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2059 8118 

WWW. sty I egartd e n s. CO. u k 
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PUPILS GET A TASTE OF 
VICTORIAN SCHOOLING 


Barry pupils are 
asked to highlight 
new advice service 


BARRY Comprehensive 
pupils Nick Currie, Ellis 
Robson, Jesse McCabe and 
Luke Royle, and their teacher 
Miss Webber, were invited to 
the Millennium Stadium for 
the opening launch of ‘Meic’ a 
24-hour advice service for chil¬ 
dren and students. 

Users can send an email or text, or 
chat via an instant messaging service 
or over the phone to trained advisors 
if they have issues which they need 
guidance with or just a listening ear 
when they feel their voice is not being 
heard. 


The aim of the service is to ‘ampli¬ 
fy’ young people’s voices in Wales 
just as a microphone does. 

The Barry Comprehensive School 
student support team, who are elected 
members of the school’s student 
Parliament, aim to promote this serv¬ 
ice within the school to help support 
pupils with advice on school work, 
relationships, exams, family and gen¬ 
eral worries. 

All felt that the visit to the launch 
was very worthwhile and agreed that 
the service would become a success as 
it is quick, easy and completely free to 
access at any time of the day! 


Year-5 pupils at Ysgol Gymraeg Sant 
Curig had a taste of Victorian history 
last week, when they spent the day at St 
Fagans Museum. 

The children wore Victorian school costumes 
and were taught lessons at Ysgol Maestir, the 
Victorian way! 

The class teachers also dressed up and gave 
the children an experience they will never for¬ 
get... 

Special packed lunches were prepared by the 
pupils that reflected the Victorian era - jam 
sandwiches, cheese, fruit cake and home made 
lemonade were on the menu. 

A lively debate followed in class as the chil¬ 
dren discussed the differences between the two 
eras. 

Needless to say, although the experience was 
enjoyable for the children, they were all delight¬ 
ed when things returned to normal the follow¬ 
ing day! RJ 


Pictured (left to right): Ruolin Wu, Sidi Bai, David Jiang, Emily Groves, 
Harriet Topping, Angharad Thomas, Alice Johnston, Kate Edwards, 
Sioned Llewelyn and Isabelle Evans. 


Barry Comprehensive pupils Ellis, Nick, Jesse and Luke at the 
Millennium Stadium with their Meic t-shirts and mugs 


ABOVE: Girls in year-6 get ready 
to investigate habitats. 


CHILDREN and 
parents at Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg enjoyed a 
fun science after¬ 
noon recently when 
all classes took part 
in fun-packed inves¬ 
tigative sessions and 
worked together to 
learn about habitats, 
forces light and 
sound and electricity. 

Headteacher Dylan 
Evans stated: “The 
afternoon was a great 
success and the science 
afternoon is one of 
many curriculum 
events organised dur¬ 
ing the academic year. 
The popularity of 
these events is 
astounding. Parents 
love coming in to 
school to see their chil¬ 


dren at work in the 
classroom.” 

Year-5 pupil Jack 
Richards commented: 
“It was awesome, I 
even taught my mum 
about vacuum forces!” 


Howell’s Vale students in 
record Oxbridge success 


A RECORD 12 stu- College respectively, to 

dents from Howell’s English. 


School, Llandaff, 
have been offered 
places at Oxford 
and Cambridge. 

Six of the students 
have been offered places 


Ruolin Wu from 
Penarth, has a place at 
Queen’s College, 

Cambridge, to study eco¬ 
nomics. 

Also from Penarth, 
Emily Groves has been 


at Cambridge: Kate offered a place to read 
Edwards from Llantwit medicine at Emmanuel 
Major, and Elinor George College; Harriet Topping 
from Cyncoed, are head- from Penylan, is looking 
ing to Downing College forward to studying 
and Lucy Cavendish German and Russian at 


Students urged to move 
in new direction for work 


NEW courses aimed at people who 
are not in employment, education 
or training have been launched at 
Barry College. 

“Seventy people have enrolled on 
the new fast forward and directions 
courses, filling all places. Fast for¬ 
ward courses are special short cours¬ 
es giving people a chance to qualify 
for further qualifications in 
September or a better chance of gain¬ 
ing employment,” a spokesman 
explained. 

The courses, in care, hair and 


beauty, engineering with motor vehi¬ 
cle and carpentry, run for 20 weeks. 
The college has also started a direc¬ 
tions course for people to gain a 
BTEC in work skills while getting a 
taster of other vocational courses 
available. 

Barry College 14-19 Co-ordinator 
Stacey Long said: “We saw a gap in 
the market for learners who might 
have started another course or A 
Level in September and found it was 
not for them or who were not ready at 
the start of the academic year.” 


Christ’s College, while 
Alice Johnston, from 
Radyr, will be off to 
Girton College to study 
natural sciences. 

Also hailing from 
Radyr is Emily Davies, 
who has received an offer 
from Christ Church, 
Oxford, to read law. Her 
classmate, Sidi Bai, from 
Llanishen, will be study¬ 
ing law with German law 
at Pembroke College. 

Others to have been 
offered places at Oxford 
are Isabelle Evans from 
Llansannor, Cowbridge, 
who will read experi¬ 
mental psychology at 
Magdalen College, 
David Jiang from 
Cyncoed, who has an 
offer from Jesus College 
to read medicine, and 
Sioned Llewelyn, who 
will be studying material 
sciences. 

Music is the chosen 
subject of Angharad 
Thomas , from Llandaff, 
who has been offered a 
place at New College, 
Oxford. 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTING ROUND-UP 


Pupils do well in Sports Hall Athletics events 


IN the under-13 
girls sports hall 
athletics competi¬ 
tion, there were 
some excellent per¬ 
formances. 

Results are as follows: 
2 laps - fourth, Sally 
Gambling 24.9; 12th, 
Brooke Langton-Cryer 
25.7; 22nd, Gabby Swift 
26.1; 32nd, Laurie 
Thomas 26.7; 45th, 

Ffion Vickers 28.1. 

4 laps - 1st, Ela Emyr 


52.7; 4th, Elbe Eddy- 
Williams 54.2; 8th, Elbe 
Medicott 55.6; 9th, Kim 
Jerwood 55.7; 15th, 
Rachel Bent 57.0. 

6 laps - 1st, Seren 
Abin 81.6; 3rd, Maya 
Bell 84.6; 10th, Cerys 
Bradshaw 88.2; 13th, 
Jemma Viney 98.4. 

Standing long jump 
- 1st, Elbe Eddy- 
Williams 2.07; 3rd, 
Maya Bell 2.00; 6th, 
Brooke Langton-Cryer 
1.92; 15th, Seren Abin 


Llantwit Major 
and District darts 
league table 


A League 

Kings Head 1 

111 

White Hart 

89 

Wenvoe Arms 

83 

Kings Cup 

81 

Shoes Peterston 

78 

Kings Head 2 

75 

Pox & Hounds 

70 

Rugby Club 

67 

Lamb & Plag 

57 

Golden Cups 

54 

blacksmiths Arms 1 

43 

Pour Bells 

43 

Blacksmiths Arms 2 

40 

C League 

Shoes Marcross 

84 

Lamb & Plag 

74 

Carpenters Arms 

70 

Kings Cup 

70 

Kings Head 1 

53 

Kings Head 2 

43 

Parmers Arms 

38 

Rugby Club 

35 


1.82; 24th, Gabby Swift 
1.74; 25th, Laurie 
Thomas 1.70; 29th, 
Rachel Bent 1.65; 44th, 
Megan McNamee 1.45. 

Standing triple jump 
- 4th, Rachel Bent 5.20; 
5th, Elbe Medicott 5.18; 
10th, Jemma Viney 4.67; 
11th, Kim Jerwood 4.66; 
15th, Caitbn Jones 4.50. 

Vertical jump - 5th, 
Ela Emyr 40; 9th, Sally 
Gambling 37; 18th, 
Cerys Bradshaw 33; 
25th, Efion Vickers 32. 

Speed bounce - 6th, 
Sally Gambling 64; 8th, 
Seren Abin 63; 8th, 
Maya Bell 63; 

4, Jemma Viney 60; 

14th, Megan McNamee 
60; 22nd, Ela Emyr 56; 
24th, Rachel Bent 55; 
28th, Kim Jerwood 53; 
30th, Cerys Bradshaw 
52. 

Shot - 4th, Brooke 
Langton-Cryer 6.90; 
17th, Elbe Medicott 
5.20; 21st, Laurie 
Thomas 4.80; 2nd 
Caitbn Jones 4.70. 

YEAR-9 

BASKETBALL 

AFTER a poor first 
quarter in their previ¬ 
ous game, Cowbridge 
went off to a flying 
start against St 
Richard Gwyn, scoring 
seven baskets from 
seven shots with no 
reply from the opposi¬ 
tion. 

After two quarters of 
their usual full court 
aggressive defence, they 


reverted to a zone 
defence and were able to 
prevent the opposition 
from scoring in the third 
quarter. 

To their credit, St 
Richard Gwyn never 
gave up and tried hard to 
the end. 

They were, however, 
no match for Cowbridge 
who won 55-10. 

Joe Gaughan was, as 
usual, mercurial under 
both boards, winning 
numerous rebands. 

Tom Trotman, who 
had previously played 
for the year-8 team, top 
scored with 14 points. 

It was George 
Griffiths who, on the 
weekend, won the Welsh 
indoor 60m sprint and 
long jump and who was 
man of the match. His 
shooting was good, but 
his setting up of the 
break was outstanding, 
as was his defence. He 
‘checked’ numerous 
shots under the basket 
and his pace stifled any 
possibility of a break by 
the opposition. 

After last year’s 
unbeaten run and cup¬ 
winning success, the 
year-9 team had a bit of 
a shaky start in the first 
quarter of their game 
against Porthcawl. 

Their defence and 
rebounding was excel¬ 
lent. However, on the 
break their confidence 
was low and instead of 
playing the high intensi¬ 


ty passing game, they 
reverted to head down 
and dribble. To com¬ 
pound matters, their 
shooting was abysmal, 
missing eight easy bas¬ 
kets in the first quarter. 

After a stern talking- 
to in the break, the shots 
started to go in and con¬ 
fidence rose. Soon the 
ball was going from end 
to end without touching 
the ground. 

A plucky Porthcawl 
side never gave up but 
could not match the 
power of Joe Gaughan 
and Harry Stubbington 
under the basket, and the 
pace of George Griffiths 
on the break! 

Good shooting by 
George Griffiths, Matt 
Roberts, Tom Trotman 
and Sean Rowlands 
sealed their fate, running 
out easy winners 52-14. 

Player of the match 
was Joe Gaughan. 

On Wednesday, 
Eebruary 2, Cowbridge 
year-9 hosted a triangu¬ 
lar basketball tourna¬ 
ment with Llantwit 
Major and Bro 
Morgannwg at the new 
school. 

Eirst game up was 
Cowbridge against 
Llantwit Major. 
Cowbridge made a very 
impressive start, scoring 
five baskets without 
reply. Their superior 
rebounding and unselfish 
play soon had Llantwit 
in disarray. 


George Griffiths and 
Joe Gaughan were awe¬ 
some in both attack and 
defence, almost scoring 
at will. 

Llantwit Major never 
gave up but were no 
match for Cowbridge’s 
full court press and fault 
break. Lloyd Elms had 
a very good game, 
rebounding under both 
boards, but it was Matt 
Roberts who won man 
of the match for his 
aggressive defence and 
amazing dribbles in 
attack. 

Cowbridge ran out 
winners 62-14 points. 

Second game was 
Llantwit versus Bro 
Morgannwg and this was 
a much tighter affair 
with never more than 
five points between the 
teams throughout. 

Both teams gave away 
easy baskets at times, 
but it was Bro 
Morgannwg who ran out 
winners by three points, 
with Llantwit tiring in 
the last quarter after hav¬ 
ing played two games in 
a row. Bro Morgannwg 
won 28-25. 

In the final game, 
Cowbridge against Bro 
Morgannwg, the result 
was never going to be in 
doubt. Cowbridge found 
it hard to motivate them¬ 
selves for the game and 
did not play as well as 
they could. Team play 
was not up to their usual 
standard but they ran out 


easy winners 53-19. 

Cowbridge stats for 
this game are: played 
four, won four, points 
for 222 points against 
57. 

YEAR-8 

BASKETBALL 

AFTER their easy win 
against Porthcawl last 
week, St Richard 
Gwyn proved a sterner 
test for the year-8 bas¬ 
ketball team. 

Their sharp hands and 
aggressive defence kept 
Cowbridge at bay for 
long periods. 

The first two quarters 
went to Cowbridge and 
they started to ‘run the 
bench’. St Richard 
Gwyn came back and 
won the third quarter, 
setting up a thrilling last 
quarter. 

The first five, minus 
Tom Trotman, were 
brought back on and 
they proved their superi¬ 
ority. Good performanc¬ 
es again by Joe Davies, 
Ellis Rosser and Dan 
and Adam Jones sealed 
the fate of St Richard 
Gwyn 32-18. 

Man of the match, 
however, went to David 
Griffiths whose strong 
shooting in the last quar¬ 
ter made the game an 


easy win for Cowbridge. 

Cowbridge were 
understandably a little 
nervous against 
Porthcawl. However, 
their aggressive full 
court man-to-man 
defence shocked and sti¬ 
fled the opposition, who 
only managed to score 
three baskets in the 
whole game. 

Cowbridge never 
seemed to tire and gave 
Porthcawl no chance to 
settle - they had to work 
hard for every pass, 
never mind shot. 

Pressure held, inter¬ 
ceptions were made and 
the baskets started to 
flow. Tom Trotman, who 
is a key member of the 
year-9 team, stood out 
not just because of his 
height, but also his abili¬ 
ty and unselfishness lay¬ 
ing off the ball on 
numerous occasions 
when he could have 
scored himself. 

There were some 
good performances by 
Joe Davies, Ben Jones, 
Adam Jones and Harvey 
Stockford, but Ellis 
Rosser was clearly man 
of the match, being out¬ 
standing in both attack 
and defence. Cowbridge 
ran at easy winners 38-6. 


We welcome your news 
and views - email 
gemeditorial® 
tindlenews.co.uk 


hrt 

herbertrthomas 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS. AUCTIONEERS,VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS. 

59 High Street, Cowbridge,Vale of Glamorgan CF7I 7YL 
Tel: 01446 772911 Fax: 01446 776378 Email: sales@hrt.uk.com Website: www.hrt.uk.com 



RENTAL PROPERTIES REQUIRED 

Due to unprecedemed demand for rental propert»e$. we require houses in your area, available for immediate rental. 
For a free, no obligation market appraisal please contaa the Rental Department on 

01446 776374 or email rentals@hrt.uk.com 
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Mayor’s congratulations to 
school’s musical maestros 



ABOVE: The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis, called in to see cast members 
from Porthcawl Comprehensive’s production of Les Miserables, to congratulate them 
on their vibrant and successful show. 

(PHOTOGRAPHS by KEITH E MORGAN. (See also pages 6-7). 

BELOW: 


The mayor and headteacher Mr Kenny Dykes with cast members. 



Ogmore MP sees the work 
done by Crossroads Care 


OGMORE MP Huw 
Irranca Davies recent¬ 
ly enjoyed a cuppa 
and a chat with 
Nantymoel residents 
at the Crossroads 
Care Community cafe 
at the girls and boys 
club. 


PORTHCAWL finally 
started their Ospreys 
Cup campaign with a 
convincing away vic¬ 
tory over Bryncethin. 

Porthcawl immediate¬ 
ly showed their inten¬ 
tions with an excellent 
try in the corner for 
wing Xavier 
Manaseitava. 

Two penalty kicks to 
Porthcawl were success¬ 
fully taken by Huw 
Mitchell, and what fol¬ 
lowed for the next 10 
minutes was the 
Mitchell show as he 
scored two tries in quick 
succession. 

The first followed a 
chase from his own drop 


The charity provides 
short respite care breaks 
for carers and has now 
opened three cafes in the 
borough - one at Trinity 
Church in Porthcawl on 
Wednesdays and the lat¬ 
est one is at Cwrt 
Anghorfa in Pyle on 
Mondays. Nantymoel 


out 22 and his second 
was a fine individual 
effort. The next try was 
a typical Tom Bluck 
effort, and the final 
score of the first half 
came from winger Lloyd 
Rosser Stanford. This 
was converted by 
Mitchell for a half-time 
score of 35-0 to the 
young Seaweeds. 

In the second half, 
captain Jack Williams 
was the first to score and 
Dan Evans scored next 
following some good 
forwards play when he 
broke away from a ruck 
to score under the posts, 
it again converted by 
Mitchell. 

The third try of the 


operates on Fridays. 

Each cafe is open from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm and 
is open to all. It serves 
tea, coffee, sandwiches 
and other snacks and also 
stages a range of activi¬ 
ties including bingo, raf¬ 
fles, quizzes and tabletop 
sales. 


second half saw the ball 
move unselfishly along 
the line to Michael 
Rawnson and he dived 
for the line. This was 
not converted but the 
referee blew up full time 
with 20 minutes to go as 
the 50-point margin had 
been reached, with Huw 
Mitchell scoring 24 of 
them! 

Throughout the game, 
Bryncethin battled hard 
and gave the young 
Seaweeds a good con¬ 
test, especially in the 
forwards. We thank 
them for their hospitality 
before and after the 
game and wish them all 
the best for their remain¬ 
ing cup matches. PB 


Mr Irranca Davies 
hoped that the cafe 
would become a focal 
point for the entire com¬ 
munity. Carers often 
bring those they are car¬ 
ing for with them as it 
has good wheelchair 
access. 

He said: “I thoroughly 
enjoyed catching up with 
Crossroads Care and the 
residents of Nantymoel. 

“Initiatives like this 
bring our communities 
close together through 
the simple act of socialis¬ 
ing. It also gives people a 
fantastic opportunity to 
obtain advice on respite 
care and other care serv¬ 
ices available.” 

Jane Questle, who 
manages the scheme, 
added: “It was lovely to 
see Huw here today and 
to discuss our work with 
him. Our cafes are open 
to all in the local commu¬ 
nity to meet old and new 
friends and enjoy what’s 
on offer. 

“There is also the 
opportunity for local 
people to become volun¬ 
teers, helping out and 
creating a vibrant social 
environment with lots of 
activities.” 


Porthcawl under-16s 
cruise to Cup victory 


Council 

split 

over 

talks 

A PROMINENT 
Porthcawl Tory has 
defended the Town 
Council’s decision to 
ask for four mem¬ 
bers to sit on the 
regeneration forum. 

There was a debate at 
the last meeting of the 
council about the way in 
which regeneration has 
been conducted by 
BCBC. 

Opinion was split 
between those who fol¬ 
lowed Conservative 
group leader David 
Deere, who felt every 
councillor should 
become part of the 
forum and vote, and 
those who supported 
Coun Gerald Davies 
who proposed that the 
town council ask for four 
representatives. 

He sits on the forum 
in his own right as he is 
also a borough council¬ 
lor. 

He was backed by 
Coun Chris Smart, who 
felt it was more realistic 
for the council to ask for 
four seats rather than 
19. 

“I fully supported the 
view held by Coun Deere 
and others that the pub¬ 
lic must be allowed to 
attend and I think it was 
appalling that three 
Porthcawl residents 
were asked to leave the 
last meeting, ” he added. 

“Everyone who is 
interested should be able 
to attend and that would 
also include town coun¬ 
cillors. I hope that 
BCBC will take a rea¬ 
sonable view of our 
request and increase our 
membership to four from 
the one we have at pres¬ 
ent. There is no doubt 
that regeneration has 
been shrouded in secrecy 
and people have been 
left in the dark - includ¬ 
ing the town council. ” 
(SEE PAGE 2) 


Bridgend animal 
charity is squeezed 
by credit crunch 



ABOVE: Suzy Davies at the adoption centre. 


A LEADING 
Bridgend animal 
charity is being 
squeezed at both 
ends by the effects 
of the recession. 

The Cat Protection 
League’s Bridgend 

Adoption Centre shelter 
homed nine per cent 
fewer cats last year 
because new owners are 
reluctant to take on the 
responsibilities of own¬ 
ing a pet in the face of 
ongoing economic 

uncertainty. 

At the same time, it is 
under increasing pres¬ 
sure from rising num¬ 
bers of people wishing 
to hand in their cats for 
rehoming because of 
losing their jobs or 
homes. 

This was the situation 
explained to Welsh 
Conservative regional 
Assembly lead candidate 
Suzy Davies when she 
visited the shelter at 
Bryncethin last week. 

She met manager Sue 
Dobbs who told her that 
last year the shelter 
homed just under 1,400 
cats and kittens - down 
by almost a tenth on 
what they managed the 
year before. 

At the moment, the 
shelter has 132 cats but 
staff expect this to rise to 
260 very soon as the 


annual crop of kittens 
are born. 

They also have a 
waiting list of cats to 
come in when space is 
available. 

Ms Davies toured the 
centre and saw for her¬ 
self many of the beauti¬ 
ful cats looking for a 
new home. 

“We already have 
three rescue cats but it 
was as much as I could 
do to resist taking one 
home with me. 

“I was very impressed 
with the facilities at the 
shelter and also with the 
care and commitment 
offered by the staff. 

“The centre is immac¬ 
ulate and most of the 
staff have been there for 
many years.” 

But the centre has 
been hit by the credit 


crunch and Ms Davies 
hopes that by highlight¬ 
ing the problems being 
experienced by CPL, it 
may be possible to 
encourage people to 
help. 

“If people are think¬ 
ing of having a cat, I 
would recommend a 
visit to the shelter where 
they can chat to staff 
who will explain the 
process involved. 

“I would also urge 
others who cannot adopt 
a cat to consider making 
a monthly donation to 
the charity. 

“The shelter also has 
a very exciting fire and 
glass walk fundraising 
event coming up on 
April 16, with details 
available from Bridgend 
Adoption Centre 

(01656) 724396.” 


Stephanie has 
eyes on Miss 
Bridgend title 


A PORTHCAWL 
woman is taking 
part in the Miss 
Bridgend finals on 
Friday at the 
Grand Pavilion. 

Stephanie Lubbock 
will be among a host of 
young women hoping 
to win the title which 
qualifies the winner for 
the Miss Wales finals. 

Stephanie, of 
Hookland Road, has a 
clutch of 11 GCSEs, 
three A levels - in 
maths, chemistry and 
biology- and a degree 
in economics and poli¬ 
tics from Southampton 
University. 

Stephanie was a keen 


member of Bridgend 
Tennis club and has 
also competed in horse 
riding competitions.She 
was nominated as 
Young Welsh Woman 
of the year in 2006 
after reaching the final 
of Young Enterprise 
(she was runner-up). 

She is very busy at 
the moment, undertak¬ 
ing a course as an 
instructor in exercise to 
music and she is also 
learning Welsh, Spanish 
and sign language. 

She is the spoke- 
woman for New 
Pathways - an organi¬ 
sation that supports and 
assists women who 
have been attacked and 



ABOVE: 

Stephanie Lubbock 


are seeking justice. 

Stephanie is also 
fund raising at the 
moment for the Joshua 
Foundation - doing a 
5K row, lOK cycle ride 
and lOK walk. 

The Foundation rais¬ 
es money to send chil¬ 
dren with terminal can¬ 
cer and their families 
on a dream holiday. 

She can be sponsored 
by texting Stephanie 
Lubbock on 81118. 


Beach cleaning 
in Porthcawl 

A NEW group has been set up to co-ordi¬ 
nate the cleaning of beaches in Porthcawl. 

Bridgend County Borough Council has initiat¬ 
ed the Porthcawl litter management group which 
includes members of the town council. Keep 
Wales Tidy, the Countryside Council for Wales 
and the Porthcawl Lions. 

Coun Chris Smart, a town council delegate to 
the group, said that there was going to be a blitz 
this summer on cleaning the beaches. This will 
start in June when Newton beach will be tackled. 

“Pupils from Archbishop McGarth RC 
Comprehensive will be involved as it will count 
towards their Welsh Baccalaureate,” he added. 
“We get more complaimts about litter and dog 
fouling that anything else so it’s good that this 
action is being taken.” 


LIFE AFTER 

YEAR-11 

A FREE drama pres¬ 
entation, entitled ‘Stay 
In Learning’, takes 
place at Bridgend 
College on February 
17 at 6pm, which 
explores options open 
to school pupils when 
they finish year-11. 

There will also be an 
opportunity to talk to 
advisors from the 
Bridgend 14-19 

Network about learning 
pathways after 16. 

Read your GEM 
online - bridgend- 
today.co.uk 






































‘There should 
be some claw¬ 
back of Bosch 
start up funds’ 

SAYS REGIONAL AM 


26 - THE GEM 


AN Assembly 
Member claims 
that there should be 
a way of claiming 
back some of the 
£21 million in fund¬ 
ing that helped to 
create the Bosch 
plant in the Vale. 

Bosch has produced 
alternators for the auto¬ 
motive industry at the 
manufacturing plant 
since 1991, and by the 
time it closes later this 
year a total of 900 peo¬ 
ple will have been made 
redundant. 

Two weeks ago, The 
GEM reported that while 
the production of alter¬ 
nators was switching 
from Miskin to Hungary, 
a Local Enterprise 
Partnership in 

Worcestershire is apply¬ 
ing to the UK govern¬ 
ment for £46 million to 
help in a Bosch initiative 
and five other projects. 

Regional AM Chris 
Eranks pointed out: 
“Bosch intends to devel- 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The report states 
that this agreement 
presents the first real 
opportunity for the 
council to deliver 
regeneration on this 
land and without it, it 
would be difficult to 
make progress. 

The agreement also 
needs to be long term 
to allow market values 
to rise and to enable 
delivery of a complex 
regeneration scheme. 

The cabinet was told 
that the access which 
the council controls to 
its land would enable 
only a small-scale 
development to pro¬ 
ceed. Large-scale 
development is 
dependent on a part¬ 
nership agreement 
with the adjoining land 
owners. 

Compulsory pur¬ 
chase of the land has 
been ruled out because 
of the risks involved 
with this process espe¬ 
cially in relation to the 
“ransom strips” held 
by the Evans families 
at the former caravan 
park at Sandy Bay 
which is a key housing 
site in the regeneration 
plan. 


Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


op a factory in Worcester 
at the same time that it is 
shutting its Miskin plant. 

“At both sites, sub¬ 
stantial public financial 
support was, or is, being 
sought by Bosch. This 
raises many questions 
about the wisdom, in 
some cases, of such pub¬ 
lic subsidies. 

“Bosch was estab¬ 
lished with £21 million 
of Welsh Development 
Agency funding. There 
should be ways of claw¬ 
ing back some of that 
funding.” 

The WDA was subse¬ 
quently absorbed into 
the Welsh Assembly. 

Mr Eranks, who 
raised the issue of Bosch 
during Eirst Minister’s 
Question Time in the 
Senedd last week, told 
The GEM that Welsh 
Ministers have written to 
the Westminster govern¬ 
ment, expressing con- 


Negotiations with 
the Evans are nearing 
completion and only a 
small number of issues 
need to be agreed, 

The cabinet voted to 
enter into the Owners’ 
Agreement with the 
Evans Eamilies. 

• The report noted 
that press interest, 
enquiries by the public 
and a request for the 
auditors to investigate 
the agreement had 
been generated. The 
investigation has been 
done by KPMG who 
say that the council has 
adopted “appropriate” 
arrangements to secure 
best consideration for 
council taxpayers. 

The council also 
obtained up-to-date 
valuations of the land 
within the regeneration 
area. King Sturge stat¬ 
ed that the decision to 
go for a 60-40 split fol¬ 
lowed detailed discus¬ 
sions and reflected the 
net areas of land con¬ 
tributed by each party 
and its value. They felt 
that it represented best 
consideration. 

Hewdon Consulting, 
which was the second 
firm of independent 
valuers involved, 
agreed. 


cern that Bosch is clos¬ 
ing the Miskin plant 
while applying for pub¬ 
lic money to expand in 
another part of the UK. 

Currently 580 people 
are still employed at the 
plant and of those to lose 
their jobs so far, 115 
have found new employ¬ 
ment due to the retrain¬ 
ing programme ReACT. 

Bosch argues that the 
Worcester project oper¬ 
ates in an entirely differ¬ 
ent market to that of 
alternators manufactured 
in the Vale - heating 
products as opposed to 
parts for the automotive 
industry. 

It emphasised that it 
already has an estab¬ 
lished workforce in the 
Worcester area, working 
under the company ban¬ 
ner of ‘Bosch 
Thermotechnology’. 


Jessica 
(8) dips 
back into 
history! 



Jessica Rutter. 


JESSICA 
RUTTER, a year-4 
pupil at Howell’s 
Junior School, has 
won the primary 
school section of the 
Historical 
Association’s 
schools’ history 
competition. 

Jessica, aged 8, was 
competing against girls 
up to the age of 11. 

She decided to write 
about Matthew Webb, 
the first person to swim 
the Channel: “ The idea 
seemed to pop up in my 
head. It took me two 
nights to write my piece. 

“I feel really lucky 
and happy, and my mum 
and dad were really 
proud of me when they 
heard about it. Now that 
I have written the article 
I am finding history 
more interesting,” she 
commented. 

What does Jessica 
want to do when she 
grows up? “I am hoping 
to work for the RSPCA, 
or to be a professional 
ice skater; so far I have a 
silver medal.” 


WE WELCOME YOUR 

NEWS AND VIEWS! 

Please email gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk AND don’t 
forget the GEM is now online - 
hridgend-today. co. uk 


Regeneration 
deal has risks 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 
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Ath under-14s 
earn a hard 
fought victory 

Bridgend Athletic under-14s 15 
Tondu under-14s 10 


Athletic under-lls 
have exciting day 
against Cowbridge 


TONDU were the 
welcome visitors to 
Newbridge Fields 
last Sunday for the 
first time in six sea¬ 
sons. 

The Ath lost narrowly 
in November, the home 
side winning narrowly 
that day 9-5 so the 
Athletic were keen to 
avenge that defeat and 
tore into their visitors 
from the first whistle. 

The Ath had the start 
they wanted when after 
just two minutes on the 
clock, good efficiency 
keeping possession of 
the ball and a series of 
drives by forwards and 
backs, took them to 
within five metres of the 
Tondu try line. 

They cleared the ruck 
area and scrum half 
Tom McArdle dummied 
a pass back inside 
before driving over for 
the first score. 

The conversion was 
narrowly missed. 

The Ath had to 
endure a period of 
heavy Tondu pressure 
but their defence was 
outstanding, starting the 
game at the level they 
had finished against 
Chippenham the previ¬ 
ous week. 

The pressure eventu¬ 
ally told though when 
Athletic patience wore 
thin trying to get the 
ball from a tackle situa¬ 
tion and the visitors 
were awarded a kickable 
penalty which Rhydian 
Jenkins duly converted. 

The tackle count was 
massive and eventually 
Tondu forwards broke 
through the Green and 
Gold line for prop Sam 
Jarvis to touch down. 

Rhydian Jenkins fired 
over the conversion 
attempt and Tondu led 
10-5 going into the 
half time break. 

The second half was 
a different story, and it 
was the Ath who won 
the second half posses¬ 
sion and territory stakes 
as they utilised the ele¬ 
ments to their advan¬ 
tage. 

The ball was fed to 
the left wing Jack 
Hogan who took his try 


superbly. 

Harrison Evans slot¬ 
ted the difficult conver¬ 
sion from wide out and 
the Ath regained the 
lead as Tondu had it all 
to do. 

Tondu came back at 
the Ath once again 
through their strong run¬ 
ning pack, and their best 
ball carrier, Sam 
Matthews, was met by a 
crunching tackle from 
Ashton Chalmers and 
the ball was spilled. 

They also countered 
very well from deep in 
their own half, but as 
the Ath boys rallied, 
their shoulders visibly 
began to slump. 

In the final quarter, 
the Ath were showing 
control and a level of 
maturity and were able 
to clear the ball from 
pressure situations, 
while the Athletic pack 
were outstanding and 
enjoying playing in pos¬ 
itive areas of the pitch. 

They worked hard to 
get parity in the scrum 
against a bigger Tondu 
unit, and well done to 
the front row of Cian 
House, Callum Linehan- 
Burke and Jack Deere, 
plus second rows 
Connor Browne, Adam 
Lang, Callum Matthews 
and Jack Leasser. 

In the final moments 
of the game, the Ath 
came close from a five 
metre lineout, before 
livewire flanker Curtis 
Daniel won a penalty in 
front of the posts after 
Tondu were guilty of 
holding onto the ball. 

Harrison Evans slot¬ 
ted it between the 
uprights to take the Ath 
five points ahead, and 
win the game. 

Well done to both 
sets of young men who 
gave everything and bat¬ 
tled hard for their 
respective teams on the 
day. 

The Ath boys will 
enjoy their victory no 
doubt and we very much 
look forward to getting 
together with Tondu 
next season for what we 
know will be a very 
competitive set of 
encounters. 


ATH GREENS v 
COWBRIDGE 

A BLUSTERY day saw 
the Ath take on 
Cowbridge at 

Newbridge Eields. 

The game started at a 
fast pace and both sides 
put in a number of good 
tackles. The forwards 
won some good ball with 
Jack Walker clearing out 
to good effect, Joe 
Grabham scavenging for 
the loose ball and Rhys 
Durlucia, Morgan 
Hughes and Chris 
Crumpton making some 
powerful drives. 

Rhys Gamble gave a 
quick service to Caine 
Woolerton, who kept the 
Cowbridge defence on 
their toes by varying his 
game. 

The deadlock was bro¬ 
ken when good passing 
from Joe Patterson, leuan 
Thomas and Drew 
Cording put Dylan Parry 
in enough space to race 
over in the corner. 

The Ath then enjoyed 
a good spell of play and 
only some tremendous 
tackling stopped Dylan 
and Caine adding to the 
score. Some good driving 
play took the Ath to the 
Cowbridge line, where 
Chris Crumpton powered 
over to increase the lead. 

Cowbridge scored 
next but the Ath bounced 
back straight away when 
good handling allowed 
hooker Morgan Hughes 
to dive over for the third 
try, and then the backs 
engineered enough space 
for Drew Cording to run 
over to make the half¬ 
time score 28-7 to the 
Ath. 

In the second half, the 
Ath had the wind at their 
backs but failed to finish 
some great opportunities 
to score. 


Cowbridge attacked 
well on a number of 
occasions but some res¬ 
olute tackling, with 
Nathan Willis and Joe 
Patterson to the fore, kept 
the visitors out. 

The Ath continued to 
attack strongly, only to 
be thwarted by some 
fierce tackling until a 
small gap opened, allow¬ 
ing Dylan Parry to fly 
over near the comer to 
complete the scoring. 

Caine Woolerton con¬ 
verted four of the tries 
making the final score 
the Ath 33 Cowbridge 7. 

Caine was voted man 
of the match for a fine all 
round display in both 
attack and defence. 

ATH YELLOWS 
V COWBRIDGE 

The rest of the squad 
came on for this game 
and for the first 10 min¬ 
utes things looked grim 
as Cowbridge raced 
into a 28-0 lead. 

However, the team 
then began to play very 
well and forwards Iwan 
Osbourne, Adam 

Murathodvic, Tom 
Zielinski, Jac Bassett and 
Matthew Hibbert won 
some quality ball with 
Matthew making a num¬ 
ber of good mns. 

The pressure exerted 
led to the first try when 
Chris Matthews, who 
was having a fine game, 
fell on a loose pass to 
open the Ath’s account. 

Moments later, 

Callum Morgan crossed 
near the corner only to 
drop the ball over the 
line. 

The half-time score 
remained the Ath 7 
Cowbridge 28. 

The second half saw 
the Ath pressurise the 
Cowbridge team and 
another loose pass 


allowed Caine to pounce 
and score to bring the Ath 
right back into the game. 

Next, full-back Harry 
Provstgaard intercepted a 
Cowbridge pass to race 
in to score and it was 
now game on. 

Callum Morgan and 
Paul Teesdale were 
working really hard in 
the backs and both were 
rewarded when they ran 
in to score in the comer, 
Callum’s try giving the 
Ath the lead for the first 
time. 

A fine individual try 
from leuan Thomas, who 
dummied and ran in from 
the halfway line, fol¬ 
lowed by another try 
from Harry made it 40- 
28 to the Ath and the 
game looked safe. 

However, Cowbridge 
had other ideas and they 
were awarded a penalty 
try following a high ‘try 
saving’ tackle. 

With a few minutes on 
the clock, any result was 
still possible but the Ath 
held on to win the game 
40-35. 

This was a tremendous 
comeback making the 
victory feel all the sweet¬ 
er. Man of the match was 
Chris Matthews, who ran 
and tackled well all 
game. 

Both matches were a 
credit to the two sides 
with some very good 
rugby being played - 
some of the tackling was 
of the highest standard. 

The Ath coaches were 
very pleased with the 
performances today 
where the whole squad 
played well. Hopefully, 
this will continue and the 
team will play some 
exciting mgby as the sea¬ 
son continues. 


TB 


LG 


Under-12s grab eight goals 


AFTER so many postponements 
of league fixtures, the weather 
held off this weekend and 
Cowbridge’s fixture against 
Cadoxton A was actually on. 

An early goal by top goal scorer 
Harrison Stevens, fed by the superb 
man of the match Josh Peterson, soon 
put Cowbridge ahead, but Cadoxton 
took advantage of poor defensive 
errors and levelled. Josh Peterson then 
slipped another great ball through to 
Stevens who again slotted home, but 
once again Cadoxton equalised. 


Cowbridge tore forward in the sec¬ 
ond half with the dynamic midfield of 
Jeffries, Bear, Peterson, Davies and 
Day surging forward and supplying 
great balls to striker Stevens. 

Goals soon tallied for Stevens, 
assisted by goals from Peterson, 
Davies, and Bear, seeing Cowbridge 
finish as 8-3 victors. 

Man of the match went to Josh 
Peterson who was superb in centre 
midfield, but the ‘bravery award’ went 
to keeper Henry Jones who dived at 
the striker’s feet which could have 
been a turning point in the game. SD 


Bry nee thin under-8s just lose out 


UNDER-8S 

BEDDAU 9 

BRYNCETHIN 6 
ON a wet and windy 
morning, Bryncethin 
travelled along the M4 to 
Beddau. 

Right from the outset, 
Beddau showed their intentions 
by going straight on the attack, 
but it was the away side that 
took the lead with a well-crafted 
try. 

Both sides were slick in 
attack and persistent in defence 
with the first half finishing 4-3 
to Beddau. 

The tries continued to flow in 
the second half and despite the 
best efforts of the Bryncethin 
youngsters, they could not quite 
overhaul their hosts, leaving the 


final score 9-6 to Beddau. 

Man of the match: If an 
Hunnam for his excellent 
defence and his great running. 

Try Scorers: Mike Gillette 
(2), Jake Whitefield (2), Shaun 
Batchelor and Ifan Hunnam. 

Squad: Hollie Morgan (cap¬ 
tain), Thomas Bassett, Shaun 
Batchelor, Miles Blakeman, 
Rhys Cawley, Ben Daniel, Mike 
Gillette, Morgan Hughes, Ifan 
Hunnam, Will Laverick and 
Jake Whitefield. 

UNDER-IOS 

MAESTEG CELTIC 

0 

BRYNCETHIN 

50 

ANOTHER impressive dis¬ 
play by the Bryncethin under- 
10s who came up against a 


Maesteg Celtic side that 
showed plenty of character in 
both defence and attack. 

Captain for the day, Scott 
Ryall, led from the front with an 
all action display, and this set 
the level to which his team 
mates aspired and forwards 
Aaron Thomas, Luke Board and 
Tobias Hunt were everywhere 
in both defence and attack. 

The coaches were delighted 
with the attitude shown by all 
players, support runners were 
always available when on the 
attack and it was this ethos that 
allowed six tries to be scored in 
the first half for a 30-0 lead. 

The score should not deflect 
from the work the Maesteg 
team put in and on a number of 
occasions they came close to 
scoring, but superb defensive 


work from Jack Thomas, Josh 
Napper, Einlay Mullens and 
Daniel Osarigie ensured that 
Maesteg just fell short of the 
Bryncethin line. 

Pour further second half tries 
brought the match to comple¬ 
tion at 50-0. 

Man of the match: Awarded 
to the whole team this week for 
an outstanding display by all the 
players. 

Try scorers: Scott Ryall (2), 
Josh Napper (2), Einlay Mullens 
(2), Aaron Thomas, Daniel 
Osarigie, Luke Board and 
Tobias Hunt. 

Squad: Scott Ryall (captain). 
Josh Napper, Tobias Hunt, 
Aaron Thomas, Jack Thomas, 
Finlay Mullens, Luke Board 
and Daniel Osarigie. RH 
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Kenfig Hill edge thrilling 
encounter against Aberavon 


KENFIG HILL FIRSTS 
ABERAVON GREEN STARS 


THIS was Kenfig 
Hill’s first league 
game since 

November 20 and 
both teams were 
raring to go. 

Kenfig Hill were put 
under pressure by the 
visitors from the kick¬ 
off, and despite some 
sterling defence Green 
Stars scored a try after 
five minutes and then 
missed two penalties in 
quick succession. 

However, the Mules 
are a resolute outfit and 
outside-half Nicky Giles 
replied with a penalty. 


After a further period of 
pressure, the Stars then 
kicked another penalty 
and the rest of the half 
ended in stalemate with 
both sides defending 
well. 

Half time score: 
Kenfig Hill 3 Aberavon 
Green Stars 8. 

Kenfig Hill went on 
the attack at the resump¬ 
tion and were rewarded 
for some slick passing 
by a try for right winger 
Chris Tossell, and the 
home side took the lead 
when Nicky Giles put 
over a difficult conver- 






Nicky Giles in action. 


Athletic’s 

comeback 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40) 

Even though Narberth were driving well into the 
wind, any turn-over was punished by Lewis or 
Morris sending long raking kicks deep back into 
their half. From one such kick, Williams stole a line- 
out and the ball was transferred swiftly to 
MacCausland. 

This time there was no stopping the wiry winger 
and he forced his way over for a converted try that 
brought the Ath to within two points of Narberth. 

Again, Lewis sent a kick deep into Narberth ter¬ 
ritory. The attempted clearance was gathered by 
MacCausland, who transferred to Rob Coles, who 
released Pemberton on the outside. His inside pass 
to Mike Hathaway was deliberately knocked down 
by centre Richard Davies and as he walked off for 
his 10 minute rest, Lewis was sending over the kick 
that gave his side the lead. 

There was still almost a full 20 minutes to play 
and the Otters were not done yet. They surged back 
into Ath territory and eventually forced Steve Lewis 
to contravene, also being sin-binned just as Davies 
returned. 

The Athletic defence held out, despite Narberth’s 
despairing efforts, for a well-deserved victory that 
consolidated their sixth position in the division. 

Report by MARK DAVIES 


Tom Briggs put his opposite 
number under pressure. 


The Stars scored their 
second try of the game 
when some slack 
defending at a lineout let 
them in. 

The Stars pack then 
tried to batter the Mules 
into submission, but 
once again the defence 
was superb, easily deal¬ 
ing with their much- 
vaunted scrum. 

Kenfig Hill went 
back into the lead 
through another Giles 
penalty and they easily 
held on for a narrow but 
valuable win. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 14 Aberavon Green 
Stars 13. 

TONDU2nds 3 
KENFIG HILL 
2nds 31 

THIS well-deserved 
victory over Tondu 
meant that as well as 
maintaining their 
100 per cent record 
for the season, the 
Seconds were 

crowned champions 
of the district league 
with games in hand. 

The Mules controlled 
the game for 80 minutes 
with strong attacking 
and defensive play from 
forwards and backs 
alike. 

Early pressure saw 
the Mules go into a six- 
point lead with two 
penalties from fly-half 
Lloyd Giles. 

Tondu replied with a 
penalty of their own, but 
this spurred the Mules 
on to playing with more 
composure and an excel¬ 
lent try was scored by 
centre and skipper Alun 
Brace, who was on the 
shoulder of his fly-half 
to crash over near the 
posts. The try was con¬ 
verted by Craig Knight. 

Further forward pres¬ 
sure resulted in flanker 


Porthcawl under-lls too 
strong for Pontyclun 


AFTER struggling to train on 
the icy ground earlier in the 
week, the Seaweeds had to 
contend with gale force winds 
at Rest Bay. 

Pontyclun, being the bigger team, 
seemed to want to steamroller their 
way through the green and blacks but 
they soon realised that Porthcawl 
don’t miss many tackles. Porthcawl’s 
passing was first class and paid divi¬ 
dends with tries from Louis Protheroe 
(2), Will Mahoney (3), Ethan Waters, 
Joe Stradling and loan Clatworthy, 
ensuring another big win for the 
Seaweeds. 

There was fantastic ball winning 
from forwards Ben Collins, Cameron 
Williams and Max Budding. 


Kurtis Pridmore, Ben Davies and 
Lloyd Mortimer ensured the backs 
were kept supplied with endless 
amounts of possession, while Brandon 
Cooper, Harry Evans, Harry Nichols, 
Callum Morgan, Dan Williams, Zakk 
Fumess-Jones, Ben Roach and Connor 
Harrington-Pittam all played their part 
in what was an excellent display of 
running rugby in very difficult condi¬ 
tions. 

All eight of Porthcawl’s tries were 
converted by Brandon Cooper. 

Final scores - Porthcawl 42, 
Pontyclun 7, and Porthcawl 14, 
Pontyclun 0. 

Back of the match was Will 
Mahoney and forward of the match 
was Louis Protheroe. 

IB 



Chris Tossell on the point of scoring. 

I Pictures by PETER GILLING | 


Dai Dent powering over 
from close range, but the 
conversion was missed, 
leaving the half-time 
score at Tondu 3 Kenfig 
Hill 18. 

The Mules continued 
to dominate the game in 
the second half and 
Brace scored a carbon 
copy try after fine work 
by No 8 Matthew Bater 
and fly-half Giles, 
which was converted by 
Knight. 

The Mules scored 
two further penalties and 
ran out comfortable win¬ 
ners by the final whistle. 

It was good to see all 
22 players getting a 
game and contributing 
positively to the victory, 
and the coaches awarded 
man of the match to 
hooker Karl Davies, 
who, on his debut, put in 
a solid performance in 
the tight and an explo¬ 
sive display in the loose. 

Other players who 
took the eye were full¬ 
back Scott Hancock, 
who gave a flawless dis¬ 


play in attack and 
defence, and also substi¬ 
tute winger Dai 
Williams who threat¬ 
ened every time he 
touched the ball. 

The Mules’ next 
game is a friendly away 
to Skewen on Friday 
night. 

KENFIG HILL/ 
CORNELLY 
YOUTH 

V 

MORRISTON 

YOUTH 

THE Youth were away 
to a bigger and more 
experienced Morriston 
side, but emerged vic¬ 
torious by 13-10. 

Lloyd Bradley gave a 
man of the match per¬ 
formance, scoring all the 
Mules points with a try, 
conversion and two 
penalties. 

There were good per¬ 
formances by Rob 
Thomas, Greg Williams 
and Callum Wilmot. 

GO’S 


Bryncethin 
under-9s 
fight hard 


BRYNCETHIIN 
under-9s travelled 
up to a very wet 
and windy Beddau, 
and the first half of 
the game got under¬ 
way with Beddau 
scoring the first try. 

Both teams were keen 
to run the ball and there 
were some amazing 
breaks of running by 
Mason Jones, Thomas 
Painter and Dylan Hill. 

The second half saw 
Bryncethin’s confidence 
shine through, and it was 
with a great break of run¬ 
ning that allowed 
Thomas Painter over the 
line to score a fantastic 
try. 


Unfortunately, it was 
the hosts that were the 
stronger side and the 
final whistle went and 
the final score was 6-1 
to Beddau; however, 
both coaches and sup¬ 
porters agreed that the 
score did not reflect the 
quality of the game. 

The man of the match 
award was given to a 
much deserved all round 
team player Thomas 
Painter. 

Squad: Kathryn 

Pritchard, Lloyd 

Costigan, Dylan Hill, 
Thomas Painter, Geraint 
Richards, Kane Walters, 
Mason Jones, Billy 
Sinclair. 

RS 



Police wing Jack Evans makes a break for his try. 
(PHOTOGRAPHS by GARETH DAVIES) 


South Wales Police 
pipped by Tonna 


SOUTH Wales 
Police travelled to 
Tonna for this 
South Central 
Division 5 game, 
desperate to get 
back to winning 
ways having lost 
several of their pre¬ 
vious games by only 
a few points. 

The Police started 
slowly; however, even 
against the bigger pack 
the front row of Cory 
Evans, Rob Blunt and 
Vernon Dladla held their 
own. 

The Police backs 
looked dangerous with 
ball in hand with wings 
Jack Evans and Lee 
Roderick attacking the 
Tonna defence on every 
opportunity they were 
given. 

As in previous games, 
poor decision making 
and missed tackles were 
to cost the Police and 
they found themselves 
going in at the interval 
12-3 down with their 
solitary points coming 
from the in-form Ryan 
Miles. 

Changes after the 
interval saw scrum-half 
Mathew Pound up the 
tempo of the game and 
outside-half Karl Jones 
looked to put the centre 
partnership of Wil 
Alston and Miles into 
space, while full-back 
Craig Davies was run¬ 
ning some great angles 
from deep and looked 
dangerous with ball in 
hand. 

However, ill-disci¬ 
pline was to cost the 
Police another three 



Scrum-half Mathew 



Police wing Lee 
Roderick looks for 


the gap. 

points with Tonna taking 
a penalty. 

The Police looked 
dangerous and a well- 
worked move from the 
backs saw Wil Alston go 
over for a try, and Miles 
added the extra points, 
but Tonna again added 
another penalty. 

The Police weren’t 
finished yet, and after 
several phases of play 
the ball went wide to 
youth wing Jack Evans, 
who went on a brilliant 
solo run to beat the 
Tonna defence and go 


Pound on the attack. 



Police Ryan Miles 
on the attack. 


over for a great try. 

Miles again added the 
extras, and with the 
clock ticking away the 
Police attacked to take 
the victory but again had 
left it too late. 

The Police will surely 
need to look at the 
wrong options they took 
and missed tackles 
throughout this game. 

Prominent for the 
Police were Jason 
Davies, Chris Price, Rob 
Evans and Vernon 
Dladla. 

BS 


Ath Seconds shake off 
rust against Rumney 


RUMNEY SECONDS 

8 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 

44 


FOLLOWING a 
long lay-off due to 
the weather, 

Bridgend Athletic 
Seconds restarted 
their WRU second 
team league cam¬ 
paign away to 
Rumney Seconds. 

Although showing 
signs of rust, the Ath 
Seconds proved too 
strong for their hosts, 
running in seven tries in 
a powerful attacking dis¬ 
play. 

Tries came from R 
Ward Jones, Andrew 
Tyler, Griff Davies, 


Callum Macloud and 
Lee Simms, with a brace 
for Sean Derrick. 

Captain and scrum- 
half Tom Cole kicked a 
penalty and added two 
conversions. 

The pack, with a 
makeshift front row of 
Dean Greenslade, Liam 
Griffiths and Nathan 
Holman, combined with 
a strong back row of 
Sean Derrick, Lee 
Simms and Griff Davies, 
provided quality posses¬ 


sion for the Ath three- 
quarters to attack inci¬ 
sively at every opportu¬ 
nity. 

The hosts had no 
answer to the strong run¬ 
ning of centres Nation 
and Hinton and the pace 
of wings Fussell and 
Francis. 

The Ath’s next WRU 
second team league fix¬ 
ture is against the high 
flying Bargoed 2nd XV 
on February 19. 

RH 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your news, reports and other items of 
interest - email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 
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01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


r ooamploa 


www.onevisionltd.cauk 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

flvX V • Additional TV Points w 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits ^ 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 





Get the look at the 
price you can afford... 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

North Road, Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, South Wales CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 


VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

Mgtm skyi-o " 


Shd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas ■■ / 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


TGi(® ^(SO^oaD ^ 


^ Digital Aerials 
H ^ Repairs & Upgrades 
m ^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
O ^ CAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


February Promotion!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied & Installed Only £70 
2 Rooms Only £20 Extra (no hidden costs!) 
Free view HD Box Delivered & Installed £120 
Freeview HD Box Delivered, Installed and 
Aerial Upgrade Only £180 


' Free Estimates 
' TV Wall Mount Speeialists 
' Freesat/Sl^ Installation 
& Servieing 

' Domestie & Commereial 


Local Tradesman 
From The Vale 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

BpM21 


fMSMKC 

Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 



BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 
T: 01443 776616 
M: 07815 730480 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 



VALE BLINDSp»..es)Lu. 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


4: 






Approved “ 

* Stonemason/ 
Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne Williams 

07974 110396 
016S6 6SZ558 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

0 01446 742928 
^07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

• PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obiigation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


The CiEM 

for more information 01446 774484 

V_y 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


CROSSWAYS 

Building Contractor 
V. J. Mason 

✓ CARPENTRY 

✓ PLASTERING 

✓ BRICKWORK 

✓ DECKING 

✓ ELOORING 

✓ EENCING 
Free Fixed Quotes 

01446 771076 
07815 684421 

VinceJMason @ gmail.com 


GRABit 


PLANT 
HIRE 
LTD 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 
HAYES ROAD, SULLY 
Call 01446 700535 

vwvw.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

Groundwork Contractors. 

All size plant with drivers for hire 
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Adrian Doivdall 


Carpet & VivyL Speciaust 

(Over 30 years fitting experience) 


I Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from I 
any retailer - saving you a delivery charge of up to £39.1 


• UnderlqylGnppers supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 

Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 



L Thomas 
CavpenCry 


All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


VfILE CARPETS 

come4^ to- cfoct- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


• Decking • Fencing • Doors 

• Skirting • Flooring etc. 

WE WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE 

Call Luke on 
07708 025920 


w 


Ifhs wood 






LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Alterations •Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


The 

GEM 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


AHenlion all Service Providers 

• For help with your advertising- 
marketing - call The GEI 

• We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - putting ^ ^are 
our customers firstT^ 

Why not call us on 01446 774484 




GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS! 
FROM £5,000 




special offer 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 
‘ No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or ofiBce 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

'cryotol-tt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Tenns & Conditions apply *" 




^mes 





LECTRICAL SERVICES 

^drew Lenihall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQJQBTQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
I Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT-CREDA- 
CAIDY-HOOVER- 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

^ ■ 


_ ScKeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefreU@hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


iVilK 


Ijt'jiiin-hi 



LAING 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Owen Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


Th« 

GEM 


Cowbridge &^ale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 | 


Approved Contractor 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 



' electrical 
services 


4 


ALL ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT 

Outdoor Power & Lighting - New Build - Rewires 
Additional Sockets - Inspection & Testing 
Lighting Alterations - Landlord Certificates 
Faults/Call Out - Under Floor Heating 

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED 


01446 795229 • 07872 174849 


imm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 7aaii7 



FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


wfiNfOMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

VAT frozen for February 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
Sam - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a 


Specialists in TCfu! . 

all aspects of a/favfra/wFe-xfawce- 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 
07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

' Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
windows and doors 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

AM conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
I you order this month only - So order NOW! 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 ✓ ‘Domestic and 

Cowbridge 

® ^ , %/fFree ‘Estimates 

Mobile: 07973 628842 & (Quotations 

e-mail: cdc 137 @ hotmail. com 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/W10 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


r^TEVE AIREY^ |D.GULLIVER 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 




Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

1446 795520 
07891 768151/' 


First Class Painter I 
and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
t No Job too Small 
• 25 Years Experience 
t Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 




HIVI Garden Services 

ESTABLISHED 2000 

• HEDGES TRIMMED 

• TREES & SHRUBS PRUNED 

• FENCING • LAWNS • POWER WASHING 

• FREE QUOTES 

Call Mike on 01446 401424 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


MORE 
GARDEN 
SERVICES 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 


Maintenance THa 
For your property & garden needs 
^' • Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 

• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Internal & External Painting & Decorating 

• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 

SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


Complete Garden Services 

FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 
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N.THOMAS 


LANDSCAPES 


I 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


Ihe 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridbe 

Kue V 
Tree Services' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Horticultural 

Tel: 01446 775602 fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

IQjHusqvama 






For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 

Competitive ik 
Prices 



www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 




The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980063087 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fasciae & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 


AHenlion all Service Providers 

• For help with your advertising- 
marketing - call The GE]li 

• We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - putting z_ 
our customers first. 

Why not call us on 01446 774484 




S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


ALL WORK INSURED 


COMPLETE INSTALLATION 

BATHROOMS 

KITCHENS 

TILE WALLS&FLOORS tr 

07974 572864 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
^ & Tiling 




01446 

794266 


'DCTlumhinti 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

• 0M44 4imi 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


I P EOWARDiS 

RI.UMaiMG & 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


014<4e 790127 07719 0OSS20 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 [jA 
Telephone; 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uiu Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 



124 The Headlands, Barry 


Cowbridge & Vale III fO Plastering 

PLASTERERS I l/ilServices 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


CG 


07507 

994905 

01446 

420979 


PIASTERING 

Specialist 


GUYFORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 




Si Ivey Roofing 

S 




New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


I ROI 


[ontractors.co.uk 


www.welshroofingo 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Spedolists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandaw, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145-01656 349056 • 01443 629043 


JMC Ryan A Son 

RaoRng tmrvHum 



Simiing mmW ming 


utR¥C GEtf^mriitg/ fmmcimm 



Q 

Lmmg VmHwym / fUtmlUaga 

FUU R^mfkvg SpmrimRmta 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


B©DyI®\! 7 a[l 


I Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor HUng Specialist 
FuU Bathroom and 
Wetroom installatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk cmmed 



Wall 2 Wall 

Bathroom Installations 

• Be-spoke Bathrooms ^ 

•Wet Rooms 

•Eeonomy & Family H 

• 

• Eleetrieal 

• Carpentry 

• Plastering Pqj. fj-gg quote or info call 

• Ceremie Wall and Offiee 01446 732456 

Floor Tiling Mobile 07788594435 

• Affordable Priees 24hr Emergency Call Out 



TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


SAMEDAY4U 

All waste Removal 

* Gardeti/Household 

* Garages 

* Sheds/Attics 

* Stone/Rubble/Earth 

* Sheds Dismantled 

* Licensed Carriers 

Covering all areas 
07980 625116 
07753 58713Z 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 





[WASTE 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

Dtih«i«d «Mii Lonmua 
O OM.) om hirdcttft tMpn O 

WASIt COULCIION^ AL80 AVMLM)LL 

tM Ilf, bii4^ Um 

6421072 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


If you advertise in 
The GEM, you will 
appear on our websites 
at no extra cost! 
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GREEN CIRCLE 
CONCRETE LTD 

Wanted 

Driver 

withHGV 

Experience of concrete 
mixers essential. 
Please ring 01656 668878 


2 Bedroom 
Unfurnished House 

St Athan 

Large kitchen diner, GCH, D/G, 
small enclosed rear garden. 
Bond & references required. 

£450 per month 
Tel: 01446 400456 
or 07787 278479 


To advertise 
here, please 
contact us by 
telephone on 
01446 774484 
or by e-mail on 
gemsales® 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 


HOUSE SHARE 

RHOOSE POINT 

Detached 

Executive Property 

Double bedroom 
with en-suite - £110pw 
Double bedroom 
with bathroom - £110 pw 
Own lounge. 
Inelusive of bills. 
Available beginning 
of February. 

Tel Jackie 

07553370697 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 box 

for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. Alt major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


STAIRLIFT 

Good condition 
£300. 

New mower 
(in box) £150. 
New strimmer £100. 

Tel: 01656 890489 

(06) 


Kitchen Table 

Soiid beech, 
152x91cm, pi us six 
chairs, beech, 
farmhouse styie. 
£250 (Wenvoe) 
Tel: 029 2067 0688 


Acorn Stairlift 

Fits any typical straight 
staircase. Price includes 
delivery and fitting by 
trained Acorn engineer. 

Includes 3 months 
manufacturers warranty. 

Only £1,150 
Tel: 01446 737268 


VALE OF OLAM04WAN COUNCIL 
LEGAL, PUBUC PROTECTION 4 
HOUSNUG SERVICES 
MARRIAGE ACT 19S4 AND CIVIL 
PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 




CYNOOR BRO MOROANN^ 
GWASANAETHAU CYFREITHIOL, 
AMODIFFYN Y CYHOCOO A THAI 
DBDOf PRIOOAS 1004 A OEODF 
PARTNERIAETH SIFIL 2004 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
LEGAL, PUBUC PROTECTION A 
HOUSING SERVICES 
MARRIAGE ACT 1994 AND CIVIL ^ 
PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
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CYNGOR BRO MOROANN^ 
OINASANAETHAU CYFREITHIOL, 
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PARTNERIAETH SIFIL 2004 
itt 9 f h^n ted yr odtan a anwia iatvto mM 
4c«tMi cad o Bor 9 Ddeddf gan <dng:< 
B^ lAryarrrars a* Catldi Offtfn 

NKtiaaBi No UariprrrMg CFS 65U > fed ft airta 

cymtradirf ar g/Nr Oecamoaiaw Aryaao 9 

P^ar^ r anaB ^^ Bf 1 

Call mMou' cyioarU mN manyton p cad ar 
cyiAyaas Cfat'tdijg rtaacf BOOim a ^ OOfifn 

o ddydd Uan t ddycM Oaarw yn f Soyddteydd 
Daiaag Macf fioaon Y 0am CP€3 4RU 
Od ydyth cP n (tfTxK« goNroyfoda r cart rnm 
4|lBdi wrten g a rt fiai f Mlaad /agrasrwtd V" 
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CydnadVR. Amdtfi^n y CyooacN a THR 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
LEGAL, PUBUC PROTECTION A 
HOUSRilG SERVICES ^ i 

MARRIAGE ACT 1994 AND CIVIL 
PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 **** 
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CYNGOR BRO MOROANN^ 
./ GWASANAETHAU CYFREITHIOL, 
AMODIFFYN Y CYHOCOO A THAI 
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teritUifr. raitocaan ti it a dan tCOan -4ClCpr» CfiAKMa CfY^lodg tfm*^ tOGim d4 0C|ii 
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Barry CFB34RU 
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Ptcar HEvdaa 
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Cpfararyildafr OamanaaOrau CyfraCtfaoi 
_ Anrtelldyn y Cykoadd a Thai 


Fridge/ 

Freezer 

Good condition £50. 
Gateieg tabie, seats 
6/8 peopie £25. 
Coffee Tabie £15. 

Tel: 01446 796671 

(06) 



Quality Leather 
3 Piece Suite 

including 
Recliner/Swivel 
Armchair, Sage 
Colour, Excellent 
Condition. No sensible 
offer refused. 

Tel. 01446 795139 
_ 


01 ( 51 ) 

VW Passat Estate 

Turbo Diesel 

Service history, upgraded 
alloy wheels, 93,000 miles, 
excellent condition, new MOT. 

£2 995 

07900920460 
01446 421147 


Deadline for 
Motor Cars is 12 
noon on Tuesday 


Ideal Standard 
Bathroom Suite 
£120 

WC plus Cistern 

£25 

All excellent condition 
Tel. 01446 774607 

_(5) 



2002 
Honda 
Civic 1.4 

Taxed until the end of 
March. MOT mid-July, 
good condition. 

£ 2,000 

01446 749166 


52 Ford 

Focus 1.6 

Zetec Auto 5-dr 

Blue, 29,000 miles, 
MOT 12 months. 

Tax 6 months, 
immaculate condition. 

£3,625 ono 
01446 775142 


56 Plate 

Citroen 
C4 HDi 

Excellent condition, 
silver, 24k, economical, 
MOT, Taxed, new tyres, 
FSH, one owner. 

£6,995 

01446 774438, 


Mazda MX5 

1600CC 
Convertible 
2000 W Reg 

Mohair soft top, 
55,300 miles, taxed, 
MOT, British Racing 
Green, VGC. 

£2,995 ono 
01446 790157. 


HELPING YOU 
SAVE MONEY... 

©lEILIL 








For 2 weeks advertising 
delivered to more 
tlian 43,000 homes. 

Simply call 01446 774484 today 
with your credit card details 
or make cheques payable to:- The GEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

(This offer is open to private advertisers only) 
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GEM Family 
Notices 




WILUAMS 

Stewart 

Robert and Diane would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for attending Dad’s 
funeral and for the many lovely cards and 
messages, and generous donations to the 
British Heart Foundation. 

Thanks also to the Ven. Peggy Jackson and 
W. James & Sons of Fonmon for their help 
and support. 

We are also grateful to the staff of East Eight, 
Llandough Hospital, Ravenscourt Surgery, 

All Care and Angels for their compassionate 
care of Dad during his last weeks. 




WILLIAMS 

Susan Eva 

1915-2011 

(Former Lord Lieutenant of South Glamorgan) 
Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving 
to be held at Holy Cross, Cowbridge 
on Friday, 11 February 2011 at 3pni. 




W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

/'A Pembroke House, 

College Street .|p 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 




AI2rl Scrap Metals 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 



barry-today.co.uk \ 
cowbridge-today.co.uk ^ 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk n 
porthcawl-today.co.uk // 
bridgend-today.co.uk // 

All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 

SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 

CHARITY SHOP 

requires 

Three-piece suites, 
good quality furniture, 
etc - Free Collection. 

Please call: 

02920 494331 

Lewis Trust Charity 

(Charity No. 1078443) 
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NEWS TN AND OTTT OF CTASS AT YSOtOT. OiYFTTN BRO MORGANNWO 


Sporting and public-speaking success, plus a 
sobering report on a moving educational visit 





CROSS¬ 

COUNTRY 

SUCCESS 

Many pupils from 
Bro Morgannwg repre¬ 
sented the Cardiff and 
Vale cross-country 
team at the Cardiff X 
Challenge. It was a par¬ 
ticularly memorable 
event for the George 
family from Penarth as 
the three brothers were 
part of the team. 
Pictured are Aled (year 
7), Dafydd (year 9) and 
RJiys (year 12). 

PUPILS’ 

AUSCHWITZ 

REPORT 

Two year-13 pupils 
Catrin Williams and 
Bethan Heslop recently 
took part in a very spe¬ 
cial ceremony in Barry, 
where they spoke of 
their experiences visit¬ 
ing Auschwitz. 

They also participat¬ 
ed in another ceremony 
at the City Hall. 

Two current year-12 
pupils have also been 
chosen to take part in 


the project which edu¬ 
cates schoolchildren 
about Auschwitz and 
the Holocaust. Harriet 
Vaughan and Gwen 
Willox visit Auschwitz 
this month. 

VISIT BY A 

WORLD 

CHAMPION 

Former World Triple 
Jump Champion, 
Jonathan Edwards, vis¬ 
ited Bro Morgannwg 
recently en route to the 
Assembly in Cardiff, 
where he was launch¬ 
ing a Welsh Games ini¬ 
tiative for the youth of 
Wales in the summer. 

His aim in visiting 
Bro Morgannwg was to 
meet year-8 pupils 
involved in a virtual 
athletics league, which 
is being organised by 
Get Set network and 
the Olympic Games 
2012. 

The project is being 
run in conjunction with 
a school in Haringey 
London and a school in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
The pupils were 


delighted to meet the 
athlete who was more 
than happy to take part 
in an interesting ques¬ 
tion and answer ses¬ 
sion. 

PUBLIC 

SPEAKING 

‘DOUBLE’ 

Congratulations to 
the Junior Public 
Speaking team on win¬ 
ning the local Rotary 
English Public 
Speaking Competition. 

They will go on to 
represent the district in 
the next round. The 
topic up for discussion 
for chair Leah 
Robinson, proposer 
Robin Tait and opposer 
Owen Young was 'This 
house believes that 
teenagers today are 
mad, bad and a waste 
of space.' 

Owen Young also 
won the title of best 
proposer of the 
evening. Discussing the 
topic ‘This house 
believes that the 
Commonwealth Games 
are a worthwhile insti¬ 


tution and should be 
preserved’, were Chair 
Jacob Ellis, proposer 
Catrin Williams and 
opposer Nia Russell. 

They came second in 
the senior category of 
the competition. The 
pupils also triumphed 
at the English Speaking 
Union’s public speak¬ 
ing competition held at 
Stanwell School. 

The team comprised 
Harri Eoster-Davies, 
loan Williams and 
Jamie Havard. They 
will now proceed to 
represent the region in 
the Welsh 
Championships. 

GYMNASTICS 
TUMBLE AND 
VAULT TO THE 
TOP 

The school has 
recorded phenomenal 
success in the recent 
Cardiff and the Vale’s 
Gymnastics 
Championships held at 


Sophia Gardens. 

Bro Morgannwg is 
fortunate to have an 
abundance of talent in 
gymnastics. 

The large squad, 
which represented the 
school is a testament to 
the strength in depth of 
the team. 

Year-9 and above 
boys won their team 
competition, with 
Rhidian Mepham win¬ 
ning first place, in front 
of his brother Iwan 
-who was second, in 
the individual event. 

Year-7 pupil Rhys 
Bey non was crowned 
boys’ champion in the 
years 7 & 8 category - 
both the boys and girls 
teams came third. 

Many of the gym¬ 
nasts will go on to rep¬ 
resent the county at the 
Welsh Schools 
Championships. 

MT 
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Cowbridge 
under-12s 
progress in 
Blues Cup 

COWBRIDGE 10 v RHIWBINA 5 


Cowbridge pro¬ 
gressed to the quar¬ 
ter finals of the 
Blues Cup with a 
narrow but 

deserved win over 
Rhiwbina. 

Both teams were 
evenly matched, with the 
visitors’ bigger and 
heavier pack imposing 
themselves on their 
opponents from the start. 

However, when 
Cowbridge gained pos¬ 
session their quicker 
backs soon began to 
exploit the weaknesses 
in the Rhiwbina defence, 
with Dan Bunney and 
Michael Thomas both 
driving through the mid¬ 
dle and causing panic in 
the Cardiff’s side’s 
ranks. 

Rhiwbina were able to 
repel the continuous 
attacks from the home 
team until five minutes 
from half time. 

A storming run from 
the back of the scum by 
Matthew Keating result¬ 
ed in a ruck 10 yards 
from their opponents’ 
line. 

A quick release by 
centre Toff Patel resulted 
in the ball passing 
through four pairs of 
hands before full back 
Charlie Pegrum crashed 
over in the corner to 
open the scoring. 

The second half began 
with the Rhiwbina for¬ 
wards showing good 
strength and linking well 
with their backs as they 
began to make a fine 
comeback. 

Good defence by 
Cowbridge, with Charlie 
Martin going down on 
the ball bravely and 
Harry Hopkins and Tom 


Edwards tackling strong¬ 
ly, halted the visitors ini¬ 
tial onslaught. 

The Cardiff team 
were not to be denied, 
however, and ten min¬ 
utes into the second half 
they were rewarded with 
a well worked try to 
equal the score. 

The final twenty min¬ 
utes of the match was on 
a knife edge as both 
teams searched for the 
winning score. 

The heavier Rhiwbina 
pack was now beginning 
to tire and the 
Cowbridge forwards 
were dominant in all 
phases. 

With five minutes 
remaining, outside half 
Cai Evans created a half 
break before off loading 
to Duncan Ace who set 
up a ruck within ten 
yards of the Rhiwbina 
try line. 

Ben Terry, James 
Waters and Tomos 
Evans-Williams contin¬ 
ued to drive the ball to 
within a metre of the line 
and a quick release by 
scrum half Osian John 
resulted in centre Rhys 
Beynon scoring the deci¬ 
sive try. 

Rhiwbina hit back 
immediately and gained 
a foothold inside their 
Cowbridge 25 where 
they began to pressurise 
their opponents and only 
a try saving tackle by 
wing Sean Davies pre¬ 
vented Rhiwbina equal¬ 
ising and possible win¬ 
ning the game at the 
death. 

Cowbridge now look 
forward to the quarter 
finals of the cup with 
increasing confidence. 


LOCAL CLUBS GO ON 
SHOW AT MILLENNIUM 
STADIUM EXHIBITION 


GRASSROOTS 
rugby across Wales 
is being celebrated 
in a permanent 
photographic dis¬ 
play which was 
unveiled at the 
Millennium 
Stadium recently. 

The pictures are all 
part of a joint project 
organised by the 
Welsh Rugby Union 
and the University of 
Wales, Newport, 
which has taken more 
than six months to 
complete. 

Three students 
from the university’s 
photography depart¬ 
ment have been trav¬ 
elling the length and 
breadth of Wales to 
shoot images of com¬ 
munity rugby. 

The theme of the 
project was to show 
how rugby affects the 
communities and 
areas where the 
national sport of 
Wales has been a part 
of life for decades. 

As well as action on 
the field the students 
have pointed their 
cameras at the side¬ 
lines and ventured 
into the changing 
rooms, the clubhouses 
and the surrounding 
streets to see how far 
the impact of rugby 
reaches into the com¬ 
munities. 

All the pictures 
have been taken by 
students Alice 
Carfrae, Luke Ball 
and Steven Pepper 
who each chose a 
theme of what to look 
for in the clubs they 
concentrated on. 

Clubs featured in 
the project, called 
Grassroots Rugby 
include Fishguard, 
Pyle, Porthcawl, 



Photographs by LUKE BALL 


Taibach, Blackwood, 
Caldicot, Brecon, 
Croesyceiliog Women, 
Shotton and Bangor. 

A collection of the 
pictures have been 
placed on permanent 
display in the media 
centre in the 
Millennium Stadium 
where hundreds of 
reporters, photogra¬ 
phers, broadcasters 
and camera operators 
gather on match days. 

Another selection of 
the photographs is 
being displayed in 
public areas of the 
Millennium Stadium 
so that supporters can 
see the images as they 
are entering and leav¬ 
ing the ground. 

The WRU is also 
planning to exhibit the 
pictures at other ven¬ 
ues around Wales 
including the local 
rugby clubs. 

WRU chief execu¬ 
tive Roger Lewis said: 
“Community Rugby is 
one of the three pillars 
of the Welsh Rugby 
Union and I’m 
thrilled to launch a 
project which cele¬ 
brates the community 
game at the home of 
our national sport, the 
Millennium Stadium.” 



Huskies enjoy a 
good start to 
basketball year 


BARRY Huskies 
started the new 
year with a double 
header away at 
reigning champions 
Swansea Storm, 
and at home to the 
experienced and 
physical South 
Wales Police. 

The away game was 
potentially one of the 
Huskies’ toughest games 
of the season, made 
worse by the fact that 
they travelled with a 
smaller squad than usual 
due to work commit¬ 
ments. 

However, the team 
started brightly, Ian 
Gibbons and Lloyd 
Roberts scoring the 
majority of the Huskies’ 
early points with out¬ 
standing outside shoot¬ 
ing. 

This was matched by 
the Storms’ American 
forward, despite physical 
defence from Chris 
Gibbons and young Sean 
Maudesley. 

The first quarter 
ended all square, 21 
apiece. 

Jack Dyer provided a 
spark from the bench at 
the beginning of the sec¬ 
ond quarter, scoring six 
quick points, but the 
Storms’ American kept 
them in the game. 

The half ended with 
the Storm leading 43^0. 

The second quarter 
started with Roberts con¬ 
tinuing his fine scoring 
run, only to be matched 
by the American and the 
Storm’s Welsh interna¬ 
tional guard, the Storm 
ending the third quarter 
with a 64-58 lead. 

The fourth quarter 
started with an ejection 
for the Storm’s Welsh 
international guard for 
an unsportsmanlike foul 
on Chris Gibbons and 
the Huskies took the 
game to the Storm, 
pulling to within four 
points with two minutes 


to go, thanks to some 
aggressive inside play 
from Stuart Peters. 

However, the Storm’s 
Iranian shooter came off 
the bench to singlehand- 
edly win the game for 
the Storm with some 
outstanding three point 
shooting. 

The game ended 
78-71. 

Next up was bottom 
of the league South 
Wales Police, an experi¬ 
enced side that has been 
together for over 20 
years. 

However, the ageing 
team proved no match 
for the young Huskies 
team. 

Dyer scored at ease 
ending with 28 points, 
while Roberts dictated 
the Huskies’ play scoring 
a game high 33 points. 

The Huskies were 
able to blood some new 
players with Dafydd 
Morse, Rhys Swinfen 
and Erancisco Ontoso 
getting extended min¬ 
utes. 

The Huskies’ defence 
shut down the Police’s 
stuttering offence, result¬ 
ing in a 92-64 Huskies 
win. 

Coach Trigg: “We’ve 
played well in all our 
games this year and the 
games we’ve lost have 
only been by a few 
points. I can’t fault the 
players’ commitment 
and if we continue like 
this we should finish in 
third or fourth place this 
year, which would be 
quite an achievement.” 

The Huskies train on 
Sundays from 11am to 
1pm at Holm View and 
Tuesdays from 8pm to 
10 pm at Barry Leisure 
Centre. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact Alun Rees 
on 02920 531531, our 
facebook page, Barry 
Huskies Basketball Club 
o r 

WWW. barryhuskies. net. 
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DOCK VIEW 
PART WORN 
TYRE CENTRE 





£12.50 

£15 

£17.50 

£20F> 


(^4 for £40) 
fcir £50) 
<4 fo'r £60) 
(,4yf^,£70) 


All'prices include fitting andkbalancing 


OPENING HOURS MONOAY-FRIOAY 9AM - 6PM 
Dock View Road Barry CF63 4JP 

TEL 01446 732699 

All tAAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


I 




-Servicing >AII Repairs >Tyres 
>Auto Electrics + Diagnostics 


Opening hours: 

Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 12pm 


Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

01446 732699 





























34 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, Eebruary IQth, 2011 


Saints grab a 
point in poor 
conditions 


Blaengarw 

1 

Sunday Saints 

1 


a first time shot wide, 


West Bay’s 
surprise win 
in Devon 

ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


BLAENGARW and 
Saints toiled to a 
share of the points 
in severe conditions 
at the end of the 
Garw Valley and a 
pitch that resem¬ 
bled a bog more 
than a surface for 
gracing football 
with. 

Saints were on the 
back foot for most of 
the opening and 
Blaengarw worked sev¬ 
eral good openings, but 
their finishing let them 
down. 

Saints began to get 
themselves together 
and Leigh Lewis’s lob 
went narrowly wide. 

TJ Bowring then 
produced a fine cross 
field pass to find the 
unmarked Joel Tofton, 
but the youngster saw 
his low effort saved by 
the home keeper. 

Saints were caught 
out on the half hour. 
Blaengarw broke 
quickly and fed the 
lively left winger, who 
sent the ball past 
Richards to hand the 
home side the lead. 

Saints tried to strike 
back immediately as 
Jordan Mortimore laid 
off for Bowring to fire 


and then Mortimore 
also saw a free kick go 
into the wall. 

The second half saw 
the conditions worsen 
and a Blaengarw cor¬ 
ner was whipped in 
and met by a header, 
but Nick Dyke was 
there to clear off the 
line. 

Saints searched for 
the equaliser as 
Mortimore, Lewis and 
substitute Phil Morgan 
all saw efforts go wide 
or saved. 

They finally found 
the leveller five min¬ 
utes from time from 
top goal scorer, Jordan 
Mortimore. 

Rob Collings broke 
up an attack from the 
home side and found 
Charles, who touched 
the ball onto Morgan. 
He fed Mortimore on 
the right,who then pro¬ 
ceeded to leave four 
defenders in his wake 
before smashing the 
ball past the home 
keeper for a deserved 
equaliser. 

A hard-fought point 
away from home in dif¬ 


ficult conditions 
against an organised 
Blaengarw side sees 
Saints in the champi¬ 
onship mix, and they 
remain top of the 
league. 

Man of the match 
was Gareth Richards 
for several fine saves 
that kept Saints in the 
game at times. 

Many thanks to 
Lafarge Cement 

(Aberthaw Works), 
The Kinsale Stone 
Company (Wales) Ltd 
for sponsorship of the 
team and to Roy and 
Cyndy at the Four 
Bells, St Athan for 
their continued sup¬ 
port for the team. 

Saints FC: G 

Richards, R Lewis, A 
Lawson, N Cox (Capt), 
N Dyke, T Charles, T 
Roberts, TJ Bowering 
(R Collings on 77 mins), 
J Tofton (P Morgan on 
60 mins), L Lewis, J 
Mortimore; Subs: P 
Morgan, R Collings. 


WEST BAY, an 
eight-year-old 
brown gelding 
qualified with the 
Pentyrch Hunt, 
caused something 
of a surprise at the 
Mid Devon Point- 
T o - P o i n t 
Steeplechases at 
Black Forest Lodge 
on Sunday, when 
winning a division 
of the restricted 
race under David 
Prichard at odds of 
20-1. 

West Bay, who is 
owned and trained by 
David Davies, won a 
match for the Pentyrch 
members’ race last year 
at Bonvilston when fin¬ 
ishing a distance ahead 
of the long odds-on 
favourite Oscarwood. 

Prichard, who rides 
out for top trainer Paul 
Nicholls, was also in the 
saddle on that occasion. 

Wales’ most famous 
point-to-pointer Chesnut 
Annie was made an 
odds-on favourite to land 
the ladies’ open but 
could only finish second 


to Supreme Duke. Lady 
Mynfanwy took third 
spot. 

Meanwhile, 
Sharlene’s Quest, a five- 
year-old bay mare 
owned and trained by 
Vivian Hughes, of 
Gilfach Goch, and rid¬ 
den by Matthew Barber, 
a 71b claiming jockey, 
attached to Tim 
Vaughan’s Aberthin 
yard, took the bumper 
(National Hunt flat race) 
at Ffos Las on Saturday. 
Matthew got home by a 
neck from the Tim 
Vaughan-trained Sertao, 
ridden by Tom 
Scudamore. 

Vaughan had earlier 
landed the maiden hur¬ 
dle with his six-year-old 
bay gelding Our Island, 
which beat the Alan 
King trained Iron 
Chancellor. 

TIM TO SIT 
ON PANEL 
ABERTHIN’S Tim 
Vaughan will join 
leading National 
Hunt jockey 

Richard Johnson, 
‘At The Races’ pun¬ 
dit and former 
jockey Luke 

Harvey, ex-Racing 
Post columnist 
Matt Williams and 
Welsh bookmaker 
James Lovell at a 
charity Cheltenham 
Festival preview 
evening at Ton 
Pentre Football 
Club in the 
Rhondda Valley on 
March 7; tickets £7, 
including a buffet, 
can be obtained by 
phoning Kevin 
Moon on 07506 952 
368. 

The event is being 
sponsored by jlbet- 
tingexchange.com and 
the proceeds raised will 
go to the Riding School 
for the Disabled and the 
Injured Jockeys’ Fund. 

Vaughan’s Destroyer 
Deployed was ridden by 
the legendary AP 
McCoy, and scored by 
two and three quarter 
lengths from Howard’s 
Legacy at Towcester and 
Lady De La Vega; a 
French-bred seven-year- 
old mare, ridden by 
Richard Johnson won by 
eleven lengths at the 
juicy odds of 8-1 at 
Chepstow. 

The rearranged Vale 
of Clettwr hunt point-to- 
point steeplechases take 
place at Erw Lon, 
Pencader, on Saturday 
and a number of horses 
from the Vale are expect¬ 
ed to take part in what 
could be the last time the 
races will be held over 
the course. 



I/PI/PI/P. w ^vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 

with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles.TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available yj 

• Full European Use ^ ^ 

(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 



ai© 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid creditldebit card 

01656 660160 


Tudors motor 
on in six-a-side 



Young Exiles. 


TUDOR Motors were in good working 
order in the Cardiff six-a-side league, 
Daniel Nash among the goals as they rat¬ 
tled in 13 without reply against The Nutty 
Boys, while Riverside FC beat Jubalani 8- 
0 . 

B Attack went a giant step towards winning the 
Bridgend six-a-side league as Rich Hughes led them 
home 10-0 against Ogmore Valley Striders, while the 
top two met in the first division, and Young Exiles 
blew the title race wide open, beating Team Extreme 
2 - 0 . 

Anyone who wants to join the six-a-side football 
leagues in Cardiff, Bridgend, Tredegar, 
Abergavenny, Chepstow and Tredegar and can ring 
0845 230 2340 or visit www.leisureleagues.net 


Uqnd«w Notals 


I * For aU your car parts 
• We take non ferous metals 
• Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669-792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 


Vale come up short 
against Cardiff 


THE Vale of Glamorgan 
under-11 rugby team lost by 
12-22 at a blustery Old 
Penarthians against Cardiff. 

Playing against the wind in the first 
half, they scored the first try of the 
match after a number of telling for¬ 
ward drives by captain Rhys Durlucia, 
Haaris Kahn and Reuben Williams, 
with good approach work by Bevan 
Howell and Luke Beattie. 

Durlucia emerged from a ruck close 
to the Cardiff line to crash over near 
the posts and Jake Griffiths converted. 

Cardiff came back and camped in 
the Vale 22 and against the wind, a 
Vale clearance kick from behind their 
own line went straight to a Cardiff 
winger, who ran determinedly for the 
comer to score. 

The Vale backs were half asleep 
from the restart and let the Cardiff 
backs feed through four pairs of hands 
for their left wing to outsprint the 
defence to score, making the score 
7-10 at the interval. 

In the second half. Vale put Cardiff 
under pressure, only for Cardiff to 
regain possession and work their way 
upfield. 

Vale again pinched ball at the con¬ 
tact area after telling work by Max 
Lucas and Max Cunnington, while 
Sam Corkhill was a threat in the loose. 


Vale again tried to clear their lines 
by kicking and the ball rebounded off 
a Vale player to land in a Cardiff play¬ 
er’s hands, and he ran hard to the posts 
to score. 

Harrison Ashby then found space to 
outpace the Cardiff defence to score in 
the comer. 

Cardiff scored the last try of the 
match, driving Vale off their ball and 
shipping the ball to the no. 13, who 
scored under the posts with three Vale 
defenders hanging off him. 

Both captains thanked the opposi¬ 
tion, referee Rob Harrison, the Old 
Pens for hosting the game, and the fine 
work the ladies had done in the 
kitchen. 

Preparation for this weekend’s tour 
to Aberystwyth is under way with Mr 
Mottram devising some special tactics 
for the challenge of Carmarthen 
Schools and Ceredigion Schools. 

Vale squad: Jake Griffiths, Max 
Lucas, Reuben Williams, Cameron 
Roy, Oliver Rowbottom, Sam Corkhill, 
Haaris Kahn, Rhys DurLucia (capt), 
Jac Roberts, loan Lewis, Rhys 
Bradshaw, Harrison Ashby, Bevan 
Howell, Rhys Jones, Rhodri Hopkins, 
Joseff Williams, Ben Jones, Jack Little, 
Max Cunnington, loan Williams, Luke 
Beattie, Fin Davies . 

DW 


Dragon netballers 
shine in new shirts 



Barry Netball Dragons wear their new polo shirts! 


BARRY Netball Dragons 
were delighted with their 
new orange polo shirts, 
which have been spon¬ 
sored by the Cabot 
Corporation and will 
definitely brighten up 
their training sessions. 

The girls, all aged between 
seven and 11, train on a 
Monday night and play once a 
month in a junior league in 
Cardiff. 

For details please look on 
the Vale of Glamorgan sports 
development site at www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk. 


Barry under- 
8s celebrate 

BARRY RFC under-8s B have some 
celebrating to do after winning two 
matches on Sunday. 

They travelled away to Glamorgan 
Wanderers memorial ground to play the 
Wanderers and Fairwater RFC and the 
boys played four tough matches and 
secured an unbeaten day. 

The final scores were Fairwater 5, Barry 
8; the second game was Fairwater 4, Barry 
8 . 

Game two was Glamorgan Wanderers 4, 
Barry 8; the second game was 5 -5. 

JB 


Lock joins the Scorpions 


SOUTH WALES 
Scorpions rugby 
league club have 
tempted 21-year- 
old Robin Lock to 
switch codes after 
signing him from 
rugby union 

Premiership side 
Glamorgan 
Wanderers. 

He will be in familiar 
territory when he makes 
his rugby league debut 
this Friday as he is 
expected to turn out for 
the Scorpions against 
Warrington Wolves in 
the challenge match at 
Cardiff Arms Park on 


Friday (kick-off 

7.30pm). 

The outside back, 
who has also played for 
Cardiff Blues under-20s, 
has been a regular for the 
Wanderers for the last 
three seasons and will 
have turned out at the 
Arms Park a number of 
times in the past for both 
the Wanderers and the 
Blues. 

Scorpions’ coach 
Aled James said: “I have 
been impressed with 
Robin’s skills for some 
time. He is an outside 
back who has performed 
well in the Welsh rugby 
union Premiership. He 
has great speed and foot¬ 


work and is a strong car¬ 
rier of the ball and I 
think Rugby League will 
suit his type of play. He 
will be a big boost to us 
in our second season in 
professional Rugby 
League and we’re look¬ 
ing forward to seeing 
him in action against 
Warrington on Friday.” 

Tickets for South 
Wales Scorpions v 
Warrington Wolves, 
priced £10 for adults 
and £6 for concessions, 
can be bought online 
here at www.scorpi- 
onsrl.com. 

IG 
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FRF Chevrolet Bridgend 

vv \ w c grou CO k Sale 01356 644 737 

Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend Tel: 01656 647 647 CHEVROLET 



VAUXHALL 

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 


ON USED 

CARS! 


from 

3 . 99 % 

FINANCE 


Finance example: Cost price 
£10,999. NIL Deposit, total charges 
£2,499. 60 monthly repayments of 
£219.89. (Document and purchase 
fees apply). Total amount payable 
£13,498. Subject to status and terms 
of agreement. Written quotations are 
available on request. Terms and 
conditions: All RFL are 6 months. 
Amount of fuel given free this 
weekend is £20 total with each offer. 
Pictures for illustration purposes only. 



M PlATl VAUXHAU ASTRA 

14-16 ACTIVE 50R 



06 PLATE FORD FOCUS 

1.6 TITANIUM 5-DR 



£5799 


10 PUn VAUXHALL CORSA 

57 PLATE SUZUKI SWIFT 

^ GL 1.2 3-DR 

-CD 
-AIR CON 

06 PLATE VAUXHALL ASTRA 

BREEZE 5-DR 

-CD 
-AIR CON 
-LOW MILES 

57 PLATE VAUXHALL CORSA 

^ ^ ^ ^1.0 LIFE 3-DR 

* CD 


• ELEC PACK 
• LOW INSURANCE 

£5799 

• ELEC PACK 

lWm insurance 

£5499 

£5799 

57 -10 PLATE VAUXHALL' 

-air con 

• LEATHER 
• FI FP PAPK 

07 PLATE VAUXHALL ASTRA 

1.6 SXI 5-DR 

-AIR CON 
• ELEC PACK 

56 PLATE VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.2 SXI PLUS 

j. ___ -LEATHER 

-AIR CON 

08 PLATE MITSUBISHI 

^^^^-1.2 C23 5-DR 

-AIR CON 
- ALLOYS 

'™’ £5499 

£6999 

£4299 

£6299 


PROBLEM WITH FINANCE? CALL NOW! 


FRC Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est o vir^.iii nurUirM 

^ WW ► pK j I ^ Cl ^ cyfffs visit our ywtfbsilt? 

I I^IIU^WIIU Bridgend www.frfvauxhall.co.uk 

www.frfvauxhaU.com Sale Hotline 01656 647647 satnavusers CF313RT 
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WE CANT TELL YOU WHAT VA VA VOOM IS. 
BUT WE CAN TELL YOU WHERE TO FIND IT. 



\/NC 

Ce 


Va Va Voom is back at Leystion Flint & Sons. 

To celebrate visit us between 11*14 Febcuary and take 
advantage of the addHional savings on the Renault range. 

Before you visit us go to vn(vw.rewauttJQ,uk^avavoQn< to get 
your Va Va Voom money*off voucher and bring It wMi you. 



LEYSHON FLINT A SONS 
RENAULT at BRIDGEND 

y F« Ser^ve Siamon. Tondu Itoail 
CF3I ALL. Td: OI6S6 649700 


% 

lit SAA.'I I 


The official fuel cortsumfrtion figures in mpg (l/IOOkm) for the Clio Renaultsport 2.0 WT are: Urban 25.0 (11.3), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4), 
Combined 34.4 (8.2). The official C02 figure is 195g/km. 


rv«SMhiBiirna«a 


neWyspdHtevr—w 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 




r 09 59 VAUXHALL Insijgnia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi ^ 
(Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse 
interior, full colour navigation, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 
14,500 miles . £12,995 


54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr 
Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, 
CD, front fogs, climate control, alloy wheels, 
one owner only 60,300 miles. £6,995 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles. £31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles. £12,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles. £8,995 

03 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 16V 5-dr Estate. In cassis red and silky silver with anthracite interior, air 

con, central locking, roof rails, cd, only 58,840 miles, gas converted. £4,995 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 


PRESTIGE 


07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 
control, only 36,760 miles. £21,995 

55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear parking 

aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles. £10,495 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

03 BMW 2.0 318i Ci 2-dr convertible. In titanium silver with flannel grey leather interior, wood trim, 

heated seats, navigation system, phone preparation, cruise control, only 17,100 miles.£8,995 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles. £7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles.£4,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles. ..£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles. ..£15,995 
59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles. £12,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles. £9,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatchback. In supreme red with black/red interior, air con, 17” 
alloy wheels, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, one owner, service history, only 16,500 

miles. £8,250 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles. £13,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr Hatchback. In silver lightning with charcoal inte¬ 
rior, air con, immobiliser, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 63,000 miles. £6,795 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles. £9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis. £6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles. £4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 
chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 


FAMILY 


) SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatch-W06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr Hatchback' 
back. In supreme red with black/red interior, air H Dualogic. In guacamole green with yellow inte- 
con, 17” alloy wheels, traction control system, H rior, immobiliser, climate control, body coloured 

body coloured bumpers, one owner, service his- H bumpers, power steering, service history, only 

04 54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

89 G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 

radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

09 58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles I 

.£12,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i Desire 2 5-dr MPV. In storm grey with black interior, air con, CD, front 

fog lights, electric front windows, service history, one owner, only 38,000 miles.£4,295 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles.£4,495 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz I.OSE-i- 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles.£3,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr Hatchback Dualogic. In guacamole green with yellow interior, 

immobiliser, climate control, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 30,090 

miles.£4,495 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr Hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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04 MERCEDES CLK 240 
Convertible Auto 



In black with black leather 
trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded 
alloys £11,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 'S' 
Tiptronic 4.5 



Silver with black leather, 
32,000 miles, just serviced 
by main dealer. 

£19,995 


03BMW316iSE 



Steel blue, low mileage, local 
car. 

£4,695 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors. 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Estate Auto. In silver with black leather, 22,000 miles.£23,995 

PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

VAUXHALLVectra 1.9 Diesel SRi Auto. In silver, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

VW Golf 2.0 TDi GT 3-dr. In met grey, drives superb.£6,995 

MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4, 7 seater.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO £3,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


09 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £8,495 

07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

59 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 44,000 miles with a/c.£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

08 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Stylance 5-dr. In black, 44,000 miles. £4,995 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c . . £4,695 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

51 VW Beetle 1.6. In electric blue, 78,000 miles with cd etc.£3,495 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-Dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

51 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch.£2,195 


07 TOYOTA Avensis 
2.0 T Spirit 



Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal 
grey metallic 

£7,995 


07 PEUGEOT 1007 
1.4 'Deice' 



In met bronze, 29,000 miles, 
electric sliding doors etc 

£3,995 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 


02 LEXUS GS300 SE 
Navigator 



Burgundy met, light grey 
leather, 75,000 miles 

£3,995 


Broad Street, 
Barry 

(Next to Barry train Station) 


01446 722600 S 


FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOLJGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk ri» i K^i fc > i£a 
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The Cavaliers 
announce a new 
sponsorship deal 


THE Cavaliers 
Cricket Club are 
pleased to 

announce their 
midweek and colts 
teams will be spon¬ 
sored this year by 
Llantwit tapas bar, 
Coast to Coast. 

Club captain James 
Snelson collected a 
cheque from manager 
Darren Mortimer (pic¬ 
tured), and the teams 
will wear new coloured 
shirts this year with the 
Coast to Coast logo. 

James thanked Darren 
and said it was only 


13 


through sponsors like 
Darren that the club is 
able to continue to offer 
cricket to members for 
relatively little cost, and 
this is particularly 
important for the colts 


Good news for 
hockey players! 


I WAS delighted 
to read the arti¬ 
cle in The GEM 
on February 3, con¬ 
cerning the Vale 
Junior Hockey 
Club; hockey is a 
marvellous game 
and any initiative 
like this is to be 
warmly welcomed. 

I would like to remind 
readers that Bridgend 
Hockey Club has very 
successfully been run¬ 
ning youth training and 
matches for both boys 


and girls of all ages for 
many years. Many youth 
players progress to the 
club’s senior sides very 
quickly. 

Any readers who 
would like their son or 
daughter to take part in 
hockey, would be very 
welcome to come along. 
Training is in Pencoed 
on Tuesday evenings. 
More details available 
on our website at 
http://www.bridgendhc. 
co.uk/. 

Charles Thorp 
(President, Bridgend 
Hockey Club) 


team. 

The club have started 
to use the Cowbridge 
indoor nets on a Monday 
evening from 8.30pm, 
and welcome any new 
members who wish to 
come along. 

The youth and coach¬ 
ing sessions will begin 
on Monday, February 14 
for the under-9s, 11s and 
13s from 6pm. 

Anyone wishing to 
attend or for more infor¬ 
mation please contact 
youth coordinator Phil 
Harris on 07550 
002629. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL ROUND-UP 


Under-13 s’ six 
star performance 


by GWYN JOHN 


IT was a very poor 
day on Saturday for 
Llantwit Major jun¬ 
ior footballers with 
only one team win¬ 
ning. 


three times through Kyle 
Harman, Hugo 

Billington and Alex 
Griffiths, but after the 
interval they played into 
the strong gale, and it 
proved to be their down- 


The under-13 team fall, as Barry Town came 
were the only team in the from behind to win. 
club to perform with a 6- Skipper Kyle Harman 
1 away victory at Sully led by example and gave 
Sports A, to continue an excellent display in 
their winning ways. their 7-3 defeat. 

Will Perkins and Dinas Powys A were 
Kristian Jones both much too strong for the 
scored two goals each, under-14B at Windmill 
with Ashford Thomas Lane and easily beat their 
and Gabriel Oram mak- hosts 10-0. 
ing up the tally. The under-15A who 

Both under-12 teams are currently top of their 
lost - the A team 4-0 at division were without a 
Sully Sports A while the league game on Saturday. 
B team were given a Meanwhile, the B side 
football lesson by Holton entertained Dinas Powys 
Road, who won 10-1 A who are currently in 
with Jonnie Sparks scor- third place and beat the 
ing Llantwit’s consola- Major 6-0. 
tion goal. To round off a disap- 

Once again, both pointing day, the under- 
under-14 sides lost. The 16s entertained Barry 
A side put up a good dis- AFC and lost 4-1. Jordan 
play in their away match Owen was on target for 
at Barry Town. They led Llantwit. 


‘Scoop after pooch’ 
is council message 



ABOVE: Junior members of the Llantwit Major Rugby 
Club with the enforcement team’s mascot, Scoop. 


THE Vale Council’s 
enforcement team 
took their recycling 
and cleansing trail¬ 
er to Llantwit 
Major to remind 
people about 
responsibilities of 
being a dog walker. 


are used for outdoor scoop up after their 
activities including rugby pooch are falling foul of 
and football, are seeing the law. Under the Dogs 
‘fouling’ of a different Fouling of Land Act 
kind going on at the (1996), it is an offence 
moment - dog fouling - for owners not to remove 
with the pitch at faeces deposited by their 
the Windmill Lane experi- dogs, and we will prose- 
encing similar problems cute offenders, 
too. “Our team works hard 

Senior enforcement to remind people of this 


Under- 

12s 

grab 

eight 

goals 


AFTER so many postponements Peterson then slipped another great finish as 8-3 victors, 
of league fixtures, the weather ball through to Stevens who again Man of the match went to Josh 
held off this weekend and slotted home, but once again Peterson who was superb in centre 
Cadoxton equalised. 


Cowbridge’s fixture against 

Cadoxton A was actually on. half with the dynamic mid- 

An early goal by top scorer Qf Jeffries, Bear, Peterson, , .... 

Harrison Stevens, fed by the superb Davies and Day supplying great ^ turning point m the game, 
man of the match Josh Peterson, balls to striker Stevens. f .u. 

soon put Cowbridge ahead, but Goals soon tallied for Stevens, 

Cadoxton took advantage of poor assisted by goals from Peterson, 
defensive errors and levelled. Josh Davies, and Bear, seeing Cowbridge 


The sports pitches off officer Denny White message and their task as 
Boverton Road, which said: “People who don’t ^ ^og owner/walker to 

uphold this.” 

If you spot an incident 
of dog fouling you can 
report it via the Council’s 
website at www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk 
just go to the ‘do it 
online’ section. 

Alternatively you can 
email visible @vale- 

ofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
telephone 01446 700111. 


^ , ., - ^ . , midfield, but bravery of the day went 

Cowbridge tore forward in the Henry Jones who dove at 

^nnn h*:ilT with H\/n?imip tyiiH- ^ ^ n '' i • i 

the strikers leet which could have 
en a turning point in the game. 

A top of the table clash with Dinas 
Powys needs to see Cowbridge at 
their best this week. 

SD 


HOWE MOTORS LTD. e,. .«4 

Our New Vehicle Repair Bodyshop 

Managed by John Schembri. 

Over 60 years of Bodywork Experience in our team. 

• Accident Damage Repairs Undertaken • Insurance Repairs Undertaken 

• Same Day Alloy Wheel Refurbishment • Scratch Removal 

• Dent Removal • Bumper Scuffs 

No Job too BIG or too SMALL 
Tel: 01446 720012 

Units 8 & 8a 

Cardiff Road Business Park 
Cardiff Road, Barry, CF63 2PQ 
Email: sales@howemotors.co.uk 
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GEM sport 


Wales strive to get 
back on track, but 
must beware a 
thistle in the works 

I BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John || 


W ALES went into the 120th 
meeting with old foes England 
in Cardiff on Friday evening 
looking to draw level on 54 wins apiece, 
with 12 matches drawn - a remarkable 
statistic in itself, given near two decades 
when Welsh rugby lay in decline, after 
the ’70s stars hung up their boots and 
English rugby was in the ascendant. 

It bears witness to the uniquely intense 
rivalry that taps subterranean layers 
between the two nations and bubbles to the 
surface in full-bloodied, emotional encoun¬ 
ters where no quarter is expected or given. 

They may fall well short as rugby classics, 
but are the epitome of fervour and passion¬ 
ate commitment - as proved again when a 
fired-up, capacity Welsh crowd poured into 
the Millennium Stadium for the opening 
match of this year’s RBS Six Nations 
Both teams had gone into a clash that held 
greater significance than usual in Rugby 
World Cup year, against a background of 
changes enforced by injuries. 

However, with England’s numerically 
superior player base giving head coach 
Martin Johnson ready-made replacements, 
particularly where it mattered up front, 
Wales were clearly at a disadvantage from 
the outset. 

In the event, as feared, the absence of tight 
head Adam Jones proved the single key fac¬ 
tor that depowered the Welsh scrum and 
with the home lineout also outshone, the 
English eight gradually dominated set-piece 
play, putting the Welsh defence under 
increasing pressure as the game wore on. 

Even so, the ease with which a methodical 
but unremarkable England side scored the 
first try on their way to a 26-19 win - after 
Wales had missed two early penalties - 
would have had defence coach Shaun 
Edwards pulling out any remaining hairs on 
his head. 

Outside half Toby Elood was allowed to 
drift through a gaping hole in the Welsh 
defence smack in front of the posts, before 
offloading for wing Chris Ashton to make an 
overly-theatrical touchdown. 

Man-of-the-match Elood converted and 
then added two penalties in reply to two by 
Stephen Jones just before half time. 

The second half followed much the same 
pattern as the first, with a spirited but sadly 
below-par Wales straining every sinew, but 
let down by poor decision-making, indisci¬ 
pline, and the all too familiar basic errors at 
critical junctures. 

Meanwhile, England pressed on with their 


simple but effective pressure game plan, 
without setting pulses racing. 

It was no surprise when this yielded 
another effortless Ashton try in the corner, 
converted by Elood; who also landed a third 
penalty while Wales were down to 14 men, 
after stand-in tight head, Craig Mitchell, 
was yellow-carded. 

The Welsh players showed an all too brief 
glimpse of what they were capable of with a 
well-worked try by right wing Morgan 
Stoddart, converted by Jones, and a penalty 
by the versatile James Hook - now switched 
from full back and belatedly joined by 
Dwayne Peel at half back. 

(The latter deserved more than just 10 
minutes to make an impact, particularly 
with an out-of-sorts Mike Phillips visibly 
struggling - and but for injuries, would 
surely be now making a strong claim to 
regain his old number 9 shirt). 

England had the last word when replace¬ 
ment out-half Jonny Wilkinson punished 
another indiscretion with a penalty in front 
of the posts to condemn Wales to yet anoth¬ 
er defeat. 

More importantly, the performance 
raised worrying questions for the under-fire 
coaches, if the team’s confidence is to be 
restored and the Six Nations campaign 
(never mind World Cup preparations) put 
back on track. 

The Welsh camp has another chance to 
put things right in Edinburgh this weekend, 
but that will be an even more daunting task 
than usual, after the Scots’ morale-boosting 
display in defeat to Erance at the weekend. 
They will now be licking their lips in antici¬ 
pation. 

With choices severely limited, Warren 
Gatland has opted for the talented James 
Hook at outside half, but if the intention is 
to inject pace, he will require much quicker 
ball from both setpiece and loose than has 
been the case lately if Wales is to prevail. 
WALES TEAM 

Lee Byrne (Ospreys); Morgan Stoddart 
(Scarlets), Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), Jamie 
Roberts (Blues), Shane Williams (Ospreys); 
James Hook (Ospreys), Mike Phillips 
(Ospreys); Paul James (Ospreys), Matthew 
Rees (Scarlets, capt), Craig Mitchell 
(Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Bradley 
Davies (Blues), Dan Lydiate (Dragons), Sam 
Warburton (Blues), R Jones (Ospreys). 
Replacements: R Hibbard (Ospreys), J Yapp 
(Blues), J Thomas (Ospreys), John Turnbull 
(Scarlets), Tavis Knoyle (Scarlets), Stephen 
Jones (Scarlets), Rhys Priestland (Scarlets). 



1 Athletic use wind 
to fight back and 
claim vital victory 


Photograph by GLENNSPQRTS 


IN their first meet¬ 
ing back in October, 
Narberth had run 
out comfortable 

winners thanks to a 
well-drilled set of 
forwards providing 
a plentiful supply of 
ball for a creative 
and strong-running 
backline. 

On that day the sun 
had shone and conditions 
were perfect. On 
Saturday at Newbridge 
Fields, there was a strong 
wind blowing straight 
towards the town and a 
greasy surface made both 
running and handling dif¬ 
ficult. 

Narberth had the 
advantage of the wind at 
kick-off and soon estab¬ 
lished a high tempo drive 
and support game with 
forwards and backs run¬ 
ning hard and straight. 

To their credit, the 
Athletic’s tackling was 
sound, as it had been the 
previous week against 
Premier-topping 
Pontypridd. 

However, when the 
Ath won the ball back 
they were caught off-side 
as Steve Lewis put up a 
high kick. Narberth out- 
side-half Aled Thomas 
sent his kick through the 
posts to open the scoring. 

Good work by Wayne 
Fooks from the restart 
put the home backs on 
the front foot and Lewis 
was able to clear to half¬ 
way. The Otters kept the 
pressure on the Ath by 
carrying the ball up to the 
22 . 

Fortunately, when they 
spun it wide, right-wing 
Lindsey MacCausland 
anticipated well and 
rushed in to snuff out the 
attack. Nevertheless, 
Narberth were soon 
camped close to the 
Athletic line and when 
they forced a scrum, the 
pressure really came on 
and the referee awarded a 
penalty try for the visi¬ 
tors to t£^ke a 10-point 
lead by the end of the 
first quarter. 

Again the Athletic 
came back into it and 
gained a foothold in the 
Narberth half, with cap- 



Tom Coles takes on The Otters, with 
Mike Hathaway in support. 


try when long-striding 
second-row Chris Garth 
slipped the ball to 
Bumwell, who just lost 
possession before 

grounding the ball. 

From the resulting 
scrum, Tom Penry-Ellis 
drove forward and off¬ 
loaded to the supporting 
Lloyd Evans. The flanker 
showed a lot of pace over 


the next 50m. The sup¬ 
port carried the attack on 
and again the ball 
reached MacCausland. 

He was pulled down 
short of the line but as the 
ball was recycled 
Narberth were penalised 
and Lewis reduced the 
deficit. 

(CONTINUED 
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LEFT: Flanker Lloyd Evans breaks out of defence. 


tain Sean Williams and 
Simon Mustoe to the 
fore, and young prop 
Matthew Norman promi¬ 
nent also. 

Two penalties were 
won in quick succession. 
The first just brushed the 
outside of the post from 
distance, but Lewis made 
no mistake with the next. 

Unfortunately, as is 
often the case, the 
Athletic gave a penalty 
away at the next break¬ 
down and Thomas 
restored the gap to 10. 

Confidence was grow¬ 
ing in the home ranks and 
good bouts of handling 
followed. Scrum-half 
Tom Davies was given 
plenty of ball and Lewis 
brought centres Rob 
Coles and Stuart Morris 
into play regularly. 

Eventually, the ball 
found its way to the wide 
men MacCausland and 
Lloyd Pemberton, and 
Narberth had to scramble 
in defence, which led to 
them conceding a penalty 
that resulted in loose- 
head prop Tom Slater 
being shown a yellow 
card. Lewis again slotted 
over the penalty. 

The Athletic were now 
in the ascendancy and the 
ball was moved quickly 
around the field, stretch¬ 
ing the defence to the 
limit. As the ball went 
wide again, Narberth 
wing Tom Burnwell 
gambled and raced 50m 
for an interception try 
that Thomas converted. 

The game now opened 
up even further, with 
both teams having oppor¬ 
tunities to score. 
Eventually, a solid scrum 
by the Athletic allowed 
flanker Lloyd Evans to 
carry the ball on. 

Good passing found 
Lloyd Pemberton, who 
stepped out of one tackle 
before striding into the 
corner for a try that 
Lewis was unable to con¬ 
vert. 

Once more, as the half 
drew to a close, Narberth 
won another penalty to 
go in 23-11 ahead. 

Now with the wind at 
their backs, the Athletic 
kicked off but it was 
good play by Narberth 
that nearly resulted in a 


Family fun... 

f Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


Induction or 
improvement I 

£15 PER I 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 I 
£80.00 lor 6 


^ Nine-Hole GoM Course 
Pay & Play 

>• All-wecriher flood light 
driving range 
>■ All equipment 
available for hire 
^ Professional l^ition 
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fhness md Leisure .. 
Hie HeaHhy Option! 

DEDEna^— — 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retoined 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 
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www.wessexgarages.com/Cardiff 
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